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Deadly taxi rideDeadly taxi ride
Gunmen board minibus, shoot passenger dead before disembarking,
As terrifi ed fellow passengers look on,
No arrests yet as helpless police bemoan “vicious cycle of killings”. Story on page  2
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Deadly taxi ride
. . . gunmen board minibus, shoot passenger dead before disembarking,
. . . as terrifi ed fellow passengers look on,
. . . no arrests yet as helpless police bemoan “vicious cycle of killings”. 

’Marafaele Mohloboli

AMATELILE-BOUND mini-bus was re-
cently turned into a slaughterhouse 
by two gunmen who shot and killed a 

passenger in full view of other terrifi ed pas-
sengers.

According to police and eyewitnesses, the 
minibus was traveling from Maseru when 
the two gunmen who are known, boarded at 
a place called Ha Kholanyane, an area within 
Matelile in Mafeteng district. The incident 
happened on Thursday.

“They boarded the minibus like any other 
passenger,” an eyewitness, who spoke on con-
dition of anonymity for fear of reprisals, said 
in a weekend interview. 

“Without even taking their seats, the gun-
men suddenly opened fi re on a 48-year-old 
man who was already seated. They pumped 
several bullets into the victim who crumbled 
in his seat as blood spluttered all over and 
pasted the taxi. 

“When their terrible deed was done, the 
killers nonchalantly got off the bus as if noth-
ing had happened. Even if they are known 
people, no one made any attempt to stop 
them as we were all shell-shocked and rattled 
to the core. There was pandemonium as fear-
ful passengers ran to the door. Some almost 
suffocated in the stampede to get to safety. 
Women were wailing at the top of their voices 
in the mad rush to get to safety,” witness said.

It is not yet known whether the shooting in-
cident is linked to the Famo gang wars which 
have seen many people including innocent 
men, women and children being caught up in 
the deadly rivalries.

Matelile is a Famo stronghold and hotbed 
of violent killings perpetrated by rival gangs.

In a separate interview, police spokes-
person Senior Superintendent 
Mpiti Mopeli confi rmed the 
shooting incident, saying, “Al-
though the gunmen are well 
known, they have not been 
arrested as yet”. 

“They were not arrested 
because they ran away soon 
after committing the act. 
Given the shock all around, 
no one did anything to 
stop them. By the time the 
police got to the scene, 
they had already fl ed.

“Most of the shoot-
ings were done by 
people who are known 
but they can’t be arrested as they immedi-
ately skip the country as soon as their mis-
sions are accomplished. This is just a vicious 
cycle of killings that are robbing relatives of 
their loved ones day in and out,” Senior Supt 
Mopeli said.

He said the latest shooting incident comes 
barely a week after some unknown gunmen 
broke into a house in Matelile and sprayed 
bullets on a toddler and his 18-year-old sister 
while they slept in their bed.

The two-year-old boy died after being shot 
in the head while the sister who was shot in 
the arm, escaped with injuries.

“No one has been arrested in connection 
with the shooting of the toddler and his sister. 
However, investigations are ongoing,” said 
Senior Supt Mopeli. 

Mafeteng in general and Matelile in par-
ticular are crime hotspots due to the rival 
Famo gangs whose deadly wars over the 
years continue claiming innocent victims.

Matelile was home to the late feared Famo 
musician and gang leader, Mosotho Chakela.

Former Prime Minister Thomas Thabane 
and his current wife, ‘Maesaiah, have been 
accused of hiring the late Chakela and other 
Famo gangsters to murder Mr Thabane’s ex-
wife, Lipolelo Thabane, on 14 June 2017.

According to court papers fi led by Deputy 
Commissioner of Police (DCP) Paseka Mokete 
in 2020, Mr Thabane and ‘Maesaiah allegedly 
promised to pay Lipolelo’s killers a staggering 
M3 million to get the job done.

After several false starts, the Thabanes are 
due to stand trial for Lipolelo’s murder on 26 
July 2022.

Most of the killings in Matelile have been 
linked to the proliferation of illegal weapons 
which fi nd their way to rival, deadly Famo 
gangs.

Last November, 75 guns were stolen from 
the Mafeteng Police Station in what police 
authorities said was an inside job. The rogue 
offi  cers are said to have sold the guns to ram-
paging Famo gangsters who continue to be 
the scourge of many an innocent villager in 
Matelile and other parts of Mafeteng. 

With the police seemingly out of their 
depth, the Lesotho Defence Force (LDF) has 
stepped forward as the only hope for a fear-
ful nation.

Over a fortnight ago, the operation paid off 
as the LDF recovered three rifl es, 11 cartridg-
es and seven rounds of ammunition from 
some unidentifi ed residents of the area.

LDF Public Affairs Offi  cer, Captain Sak-
eng Lekola, described the recovery of the 
weapons as “a major breakthrough” since 
the army recently launched the operation in 
response to an outcry by the Matelile com-
munity and their chiefs who said they were 
living in fear due to the rampant killings in 
the area.

He said they would continue with the oper-
ations and launch similar ones countrywide 
to recover illegal guns which are being used 
by criminals to commit murders.

“The army commander (Lieutenant Gen-
eral Mojalefa Letsoela) swiftly responded to 
the community’s cries,” Captain Lekola said 
of the operation that yielded the illegal guns.

“He (Lt-Gen Letsoela) deployed a battalion 
to keep an eye on the area as well as com-
bat the rampant killings. People have been 
slaughtering each other like chickens and the 
area has become a crime hotspot. 

“The breakthrough was made by our bat-
talion acting on intelligence that some Mate-
lile men were in possession of some illegal 
weapons. They were busted with the guns. 
Our offi  cers had to forcefully enter their 
house as the men were not cooperative and 
were even refusing to hand over the said 
guns.”

Captain Sekola said it was premature to 
say whether the guns were part of the 75 that 
were stolen from the Mafeteng Police Sta-
tion last November.

But even as the nation was cel-
ebrating the recovery of the few 
weapons in Matelile, there was 
yet another shocker a fort-
night ago with Lesotho Police 
Staff Association (LEPOSA) 
reporting that another 180 
guns had allegedly gone 
missing at Mohale’s Hoek 
Police Station.

Mohale’s Hoek bor-
ders Mafeteng and just 
like the latter district, it 
has had its fair share 
of deadly Famo gang 

wars which have claimed several victims. 
In an interview, LEPOSA spokesperson, 

Police Constable (PC) Motlatsi Mofokeng, 
said it only came to light that the weapons 
were missing when they were supposed to 
be handed over to the new offi  cer in charge 
of the station by his predecessor on 27 April 
2022.

PC Mofokeng said the new offi  cer in charge 
was one Senior Inspector Sututsa. He did not 
say who his predecessor is.

He said given the huge number involved, it 
was highly likely that the guns had been sto-
len over a long period of time. 

Senior Supt Mopeli 
said they had not re-
ceived any reports 
of missing guns at 
Mohale’s Hoek 
Police Station. 
He said PC Mo-
fokeng’s com-
ments were 
misleading and 
could spread 
alarm and de-
spondency.

Nonetheless, 
the LEPO-
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He said they would continue with the oper-
ations and launch similar ones countrywide 
to recover illegal guns which are being used 
by criminals to commit murders.

“The army commander (Lieutenant Gen-
eral Mojalefa Letsoela) swiftly responded to 
the community’s cries,” Captain Lekola said 
of the operation that yielded the illegal guns.

“He (Lt-Gen Letsoela) deployed a battalion 
to keep an eye on the area as well as com-
bat the rampant killings. People have been 
slaughtering each other like chickens and the 
area has become a crime hotspot. 

“The breakthrough was made by our bat-
talion acting on intelligence that some Mate-
lile men were in possession of some illegal 
weapons. They were busted with the guns. 
Our offi  cers had to forcefully enter their 
house as the men were not cooperative and 
were even refusing to hand over the said 

Captain Sekola said it was premature to 
say whether the guns were part of the 75 that 
were stolen from the Mafeteng Police Sta-

But even as the nation was cel-
ebrating the recovery of the few 
weapons in Matelile, there was 
yet another shocker a fort-
night ago with Lesotho Police 
Staff Association (LEPOSA) 
reporting that another 180 
guns had allegedly gone 
missing at Mohale’s Hoek 

Mohale’s Hoek bor-
ders Mafeteng and just 

was highly likely that the guns had been sto-
len over a long period of time. 

Senior Supt Mopeli 
said they had not re-
ceived any reports 
of missing guns at 
Mohale’s Hoek 
Police Station. 
He said PC Mo-
fokeng’s com-
ments were 
misleading and 
could spread 
alarm and de-
spondency.

Nonetheless, 
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insisted that the weapons had gone missing 
from the police station.

The confl icting position of the police au-
thorities and the militant police union, which 
represents all junior police offi  cers, is yet 
another manifestation of the war which has 
raged on between the two sides over the past 
three years.

LEPOSA has previously unsuccessfully pe-
titioned Prime Minister Moeketsi Majoro to 
fi re Commissioner Molibeli and investigate 
him for alleged criminal misconduct, malad-
ministration and abuse of power.

The police boss has hit back by initiat-
ing moves to fi re LEPOSA members who he 
brands as “rogue” police offi  cers out to derail 

the LMPS from doing its work. He has also 
accused some of his subordinates of “en-
gaging in an open rebellion against the po-
lice management”.

Nonetheless, LEPOSA’s allegations 
about the missing guns point out to a 

worrying aspect of police negligence, 
incompetence and  possibly outright 
criminality given that weapons can-
not just disappear from a police station 
without inside involvement.
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LHDA LAUNCHES PROCUREMENT OF A PROGRAMME 
MANAGEMENT UNIT   

Maseru, 05 May 2022 – The Lesotho Highlands Development Authority (LHDA) has launched 
procurement activities for a Programme Management Unit (PMU) for management, oversight and 
reporting during implementation of Phase II of the Lesotho Highlands Water Project (LHWP). Bidding 
documents are anticipated to be advertised shortly for the Services to commence in early 2023. 
 
The Polihali Dam to be constructed in Lesotho under LHWP Phase II will increase the  volume of water 
transferred to South Africa from the current supply rate of 780 million cubic metres per annum to 
approximately 1,270 million cubic metres per annum while simultaneously increasing the electricity 
generated at the ‘Muela hydropower plant – a significant step towards Lesotho’s energy 
independence. The scope of Phase II is summarised in Annexures I and II of the Phase II Agreement 
(http://www.lhda.org.ls/lhdaweb/documents/documents) between the governments of Lesotho and 
South Africa, and the engineering Main Works component comprises the Polihali Dam (166m CFRD), 
the Polihali Transfer Tunnel (38 km) and the  Oxbow Hydropower (80 MW). 
 
Most of the Advance Infrastructure is nearing completion in time for the Main Works to commence. 
The environmental and social programmes are ongoing. 
 
Given the evolution of the project from Advance Infrastructure to the upcoming Main Works 
construction and the expiration of the current PMU contract, it is necessary to procure a new PMU 
contract. By mutual agreement, the current PMU lead (CDM Smith) will not bid for this contract. 
However, there will be a period of transition to facilitate smooth handover from the old to the new 
PMU. 
 
Information on all the requirements and conditions of this procurement will be made available on the 
LHDA website at   http://www.lhda.org.ls/tenderbulletin/currentProcurement.aspx      
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Mounting fears of pre and 
post-election violence

Bongiwe Zihlangu

VARIOUS stakeholders are 
fearful that political parties’ 
dalliances with rival, deadly 

Famo gangs coupled with a highly 
politicised, divided and ineffective 
police force could result in pre and 
post-election violence in Lesotho.

Elections are due in October this 
year and the exact dates will only be 
known once His Majesty King Letsie 
III has gazetted them.

The polls are expected to be a 
high-stakes affair with the main 
governing but fractious All Basotho 
Convention (ABC) slugging it with 
its Democratic Congress (DC) ally 
and others like the Basotho Nation-
al Party (BNP), Lesotho Congress 
for Democracy (LCD), Alliance of 
Democrats (AD), Popular Front for 
Democracy (PFD) and Movement 
for Economic Change (MEC).

The elections have been spiced up 
by first time contestants like former 
ABC deputy leader, Professor Nqosa 
Mahao’s Basotho Action Party (BAP) 
and business mogul Sam Mate-
kane’s newly-formed Revolution for 
Prosperity (RFP).

It will also be the first election to 
be held since long-time luminaries 
and former prime ministers Paka-
litha Mosisili and Thomas Thabane 
relinquished the reins at the DC and 
ABC in 2019 and 2021 respectively.  

While the polls promise lots of ex-
citement, stakeholders who spoke 
at a weekend European Union 
(EU)-organised virtual meeting ex-
pressed fears that there was likely 
to be pre and post-election violence 
due to the main political parties’ as-
sociation with deadly Famo gangs. 

The meeting was held under the 
theme: “Promoting Human Security 
and Peace-building in Lesotho”.

The meeting was organised by the 
EU delegations to Lesotho and South 
Africa. EU Ambassador to Lesotho, 
Paola Amadei, attended alongside 
National Reforms Authority (NRA) 
CEO Mafiroane Motanyane and oth-
er stakeholders who included Le-
sotho’s Director for Political Affairs 
at the African Union Commission 
(AUC), Khabele Matlosa.

Speaking at the meeting, Dr Mat-
losa expressed fears that the up-
coming elections could be marred 
with violence as a result of violent 
Famo music gangs’ alignment to key 
political parties, particularly the 
ABC and DC. 

Dr Matlosa argued that there was 
no political will to curb violence. 
The alleged involvement of rogue 
members of the Lesotho Mounted 
Police (LMPS) in arming the Famo 
gangs was a worrying factor ahead 
of the polls, he said.

Dr Matlosa said anecdotal evi-
dence pointed to the involvement 
of LMPS members in the disap-
pearance of guns at Mafeteng and 
Mohale’s Hoek police stations in 
November 2021 and April 2022 re-
spectively.

Supported by Development for 
Peace Director, Sofonea Shale and 
one Dr Likhapha Rabele, Dr Matlosa 
said rogue police officers most likely 
passed on the stolen weapons to the 
marauding Famo gangs. He said this 
was borne out by the fact that a re-
cent Lesotho Defence Force (LDF) 
operation recovered some of the 
arms during a raid on Matelile, Maf-
eteng- an area that is considered a 
stronghold of rival Famo gangs.

“Our rule of law institutions are 
weak,” Dr Matlosa said. 

“The police service is by and large 
politicised, marred by corruption 
and nepotism as well as cronyism. 
All these characterise the LMPS 
which is also divided. The police 
management is pitted against the 
Lesotho Police Staff Association 
(LEPOSA) and this has accentuated 
the inefficiencies of the police force 
to fight for the country. Lesotho is 
ranked as one of the countries with 
the highest homicide rates in the 
world. 

“Seventy-five guns went missing 
at the police station in Mafeteng in 
November 2021. Five months later, 
just last week in fact, an additional 

. . . stakeholders wary of deadly Famo gangs’ dalliances with rival political parties,

. . . politicisation of police force and divisions could render LMPS ineffective in 
dealing with violence.

KHABELE Matlosa.

108 guns went missing in Mohale’s 
Hoek. Evidence suggests that the 
missing guns might have found 
their way to armed Famo gangs 
that are involved in gang wars. It 
is a very intricate situation where 
you have the proliferation of arms 
linked to gang wars that are fought 
both in South Africa and Lesotho. 
That has prompted the Lesotho 
Defence Force (LDF) to intervene, 
deploying a battalion to Matelile at 
the request of the community as the 
gang wars intensify. That operation 
alone recovered three rifles, eleven 
cartridges and seven rounds of am-
munition from a residence raided 
in that part of the country,” Dr Mat-
losa said.

Famo gangs, Dr Matlosa said, 
were incidentally linked to politi-
cal parties, particularly the ABC and 
DC.  

“They (ABC and DC) both have 
links to these gang wars and that is 
a very important issue that needs to 
be addressed. The LDF and LMPS 
must redouble their efforts to curb 
Famo gangsterism beginning with 
Matelile which seems to be the hot-
bed of this gangsterism.

“Besides politicisation, the police 
service is marked by high levels of 

corruption and nepotism that need 
to be addressed. We refer to the 
missing guns from the Mohale’s 
Hoek and Mafeteng police stations. 
Anecdotal evidence suggests that 
the police are themselves are impli-
cated in the theft of weapons. And 
these stolen weapons find their way 
to the Manomoro (juvenile gangs) 
and Famo gangs. This means that 
the LMPS is challenged with regards 
to effectively implementing their 
rule of law function,” Dr Matlosa 
added.  

Echoing similar sentiments, Mr 
Shale said political parties should be 
compelled to sign a peace pledge as 
soon as the elections date has been 
officially declared by King Letsie 
III to minimise the risk of pre- and 
post-election violence.

The parties should undertake to 
dissociate from Famo gangs to guar-
antee peaceful elections, he said.  

“All peace-building efforts must 
target security agencies. We need 
to come up with a Lesotho-specific 
transitional justice mechanism. 
Famo gangs are aligned to political 
parties and that presents a big chal-
lenge which must be looked into 
critically, for peaceful elections. The 
2022 elections may not be peace-

ful unless the deliberate violence 
is addressed. Political actors must 
be brought together for a common 
purpose of addressing the indica-
tors that can disturb peace. 

“We see a very unfortunate de-
velopment now where these music 
groups are being aligned to politi-
cal parties. In this way, the highly 
charged political competition to-
wards these elections may not be 
dissociated from the violence per-
petrated by these groups. This pre-
sents a big challenge. As Dr Matlosa 
has said, we need to look at things 
critically to achieve peaceful elec-
tions.

“Stopping this violence takes po-
litical will. I think a peace pledge 
will be very critical to bring political 
actors together for a common pur-
pose. There’s a poor response to the 
violence that we are seeing and a 
limited capacity to build and sustain 
peace where it is being disturbed in-
ternally.”

Mr Shale said the Famo gangs 
were heavily involved in the radi-
calisation of youths into gangster-
ism. 

“We have also seen the popular 
music groups becoming enemies 
and getting into criminal activities. 

There is this maturation of criminal-
ity into violent extremism. We have 
seen members of security forces 
being involved in these groups and 
supporting warring factions. 

“There is also a clear link between 
unemployment that we see in Le-
sotho and illegal mining in South 
Africa, with young people unfor-
tunately being recruited into these 
violent groups. And these groups 
are responsible for different attacks 
in villages, abductions, killings and 
the way it being organised is some-
thing that needs to be targeted,” Mr 
Shale said.

On his part, Dr Rabele said it was 
a “cause for concern” that the vio-
lent gangs had access to guns cour-
tesy of rogue security forces.

“The security sector, particularly 
the police are entangled with the 
Seakhi and Terene Famo gangs. This 
is a cause for concern. The gangs 
have access to ammunition. 

“Looking at the coming elections, 
it seems they are going to be a high-
ly charged affair. Security wise, we 
need to be very alert and aware that 
things might not go well, consider-
ing the gangs that we are talking 
about are used by politicians,” Dr 
Rabele said.
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. . . argues state has failed to prove its case, is wasting the court’s time

Controversial PS lands top LHWC post
’Marafaele Mohloboli

MINISTRY of Mining Principal Secre-
tary, Themba Sopeng, has landed a 
plum job at the Lesotho Highlands 

Water Commission (LHWC) as chief delegate.
Mr Sopeng confirmed that he had been ap-

pointed to the top job and began work on 1 
May 2022. 

However, some critics have criticised his 
appointment to the influential position, citing 
his “tainted and questionable” past.

Mr Sopeng hit the headlines in 2019 after 
he was given his marching orders by the Le-
sotho Post Bank where he was working as 
chief credit officer. 

He was accused of potentially prejudicing 
the bank of nearly M7 million and irregularly 
transferring that amount from the account of 
one company into another’s without any ba-
sis for the transaction. 

Mr Sopeng was later found guilty of making 
the transfer unilaterally without following 
the bank’s procedures and without involving 
others who should have authenticated the 
transaction.

Despite this, Prime Minister Moeketsi Ma-
joro, who came to power in May 2020, subse-
quently appointed him as PS for mining.

The appointment drew sharp criticism 
mainly from politicians who felt the appoint-
ment was improper given Mr Sopeng’s ques-
tionable conduct at the Lesotho Post Bank. 

He was PS until he resigned to assume of-
fice at his new post at the LHWC.

One critic said the appointment of Mr So-
peng was a clear indication that the govern-
ing coalition was not serious about fighting 
corruption and impropriety.

“Sopeng is heavily tainted and still has a 
dark cloud hanging over his head because of 
his bank scandal. 

“The government decision to appoint him 
chief delegate clearly shows that the govern-

ment doesn’t care a hoot about corruption. 
The state doesn’t care about the integrity for 
its office bearers,” the critic said.

A cabinet minister, who is a member of Dr 
Majoro’s All Basotho Convention (ABC), who 
spoke on condition of anonymity concurred, 
saying Mr Sopeng’s appointment was “inap-
propriate”.

“Ntate Sopeng’s appointment is highly in-
appropriate in view of his questionable re-

cord and performance at the Lesotho Post 
Bank.

“The premier must desist from making 
such inappropriate decisions lest they fur-
ther damage our party and erode whatever 
credibility that we still have.

“It could be that Ntate Majoro is merely 
strategically positioning his allies so that he 
continues to exert influence even after he 
leaves office this year. 

“I doubt if he still has the best interests of 
our party. He can afford to make these ill-
advised decisions because he has nothing to 
lose if this party collapses,” the minister said. 

However, Mr Sopeng is unfazed by the crit-
icism. In an interview, he said he had every 
right to be appointed to any post like any 
other citizen.

He said he had never been convicted of any 
wrongdoing in any court of law. He said de-
spite all the allegations against him, he had 
never been arrested or quizzed by the police 
about any malfeasance at the Lesotho Post 
Bank.

“I’ve every right to be appointed to any 
post. As for the allegations (of corruption at 
Lesotho Post Bank), I have not heard from the 
police or received even an email from any 
law enforcement pertaining to the said miss-
ing money.

“Even the Lesotho Post Bank that I used to 
work for has never contacted me. I’m genu-
inely appealing to anyone who thinks I have 
a case to answer to take me to the police in the 
interests of justice,” Mr Sopeng said.

The LHWC runs the Lesotho Highlands 
Water Project (LHWP). The LHWP is a multi-
phased project to provide water to the Gaut-
eng region of South Africa and to generate hy-
dro-electricity for Lesotho. It was established 
by the 1986 treaty signed by the governments 
of Lesotho and South Africa.

The project entails harnessing the waters of 
the Senqu/Orange River in the Lesotho high-
lands through the construction of a series of 
dams for the mutual benefit of the two coun-
tries.

The LHWC comprises delegates from both 
Lesotho and South Africa. Its main task is to 
oversee the work of the Lesotho Highlands 
Development Authority (LHDA), the imple-
menting authority of the project, whose main 
aim is to build dams in Lesotho to supply wa-
ter to South Africa.

Phafane wants Moramotse 
murder confession thrown out

Moorosi Tsiane

ACTING Judge Semapo Peete 
will on Tuesday deliver his 
judgment in the trial with in 

a trial of Local Government and 
Chieftainship Affairs Minister, 
Lehlohonolo Moramotse’s son, Tha-
bo Moramotse.

Thabo has been charged with the 
22 June 2016 murder of his sister-
in-law, ‘Mateboho Moramotse. The 
case began three weeks ago and six 
witnesses, including Minister Mora-
motse and Assistant Commissioner 
of Police (ACP) Motlatsi Mapola, 
have already given their testimo-
nies.

The trial within the trial began 
three weeks ago with the aim of 
establishing whether or not Thabo 
was tortured by ACP Mapola to get 
him to confess to ‘Mateboho’s mur-
der as he now alleges.

Thabo had alleged that he only 
confessed to ‘Mateboho’s murder af-
ter being tortured by ACP Mapola at 
the Maseru Central Charge Office on 
17 August 2016. 

Thabo is represented by Advocate 
Salemane Phafane KC while the Di-
rector of Public Prosecution (DPP), 
Hlalefang Motinyane, is prosecuting 
the case.

Justice Peete had initially been 
expected to deliver judgment in the 
trial with the trial on 5 May 2022 but 
this was deferred to Tuesday to al-
low both sides to deliver their clos-
ing arguments.

Arguing the case on behalf of his 
client on Thursday, Adv Phafane 
urged Justice Peete to throw out 
Thabo’s alleged confession on the 
grounds that the only person who 
could confirm that it had been vol-
untarily made was Magistrate Phe-
thise Motanyane who was now de-
ceased.

Without the late magistrate’s tes-
timony, the whole issue had now 
been reduced to Thabo’s word 
against that of ACP Mapola. Thabo 
has disowned his alleged confession 
saying he only made it under duress 
from ACP Mapola who had alleg-
edly tortured him. 

ACP Mapola denies this and in-
sists that Thabo voluntarily con-

fessed before the now deceased 
Magistrate Motanyane.

“The last nail on the coffin of the 
Crown’s case in this matter is that, 
the one and only person who ac-
cording to law could testify that the 
confession was reduced to writing 
before him and that he had satis-
fied himself that the provisions of 
Section 228 (2) of the Criminal Pro-
cedure and Evidence Act had been 
complied with namely the (late) 
magistrate (Phethise Motanyane), 
has not testified,” Adv Phafane ar-
gued on behalf of Thabo. 

“Consequently, the Court is in 
the dark as to what happened in 

the alleged confession room. The 
Court cannot speculate or embark 
on guess work on this issue. There-
fore, the Court must hold that the 
Crown has failed to prove its case 
as the onus to do so rests squarely 
on it.

“It is inconceivable how it may 
even be argued by the Crown that 
the confession before the Magis-
trate was freely and voluntarily 
made when the Crown has not even 
led the evidence of the Magistrate. 
Only he, the Magistrate would be 
competent to give such evidence. 
If anything at all, whatever may 
be said to have transpired in the 

consultation room would amount 
not only to the barest speculation 
and guess work but also the barest 
hearsay evidence which is inadmis-
sible. 

“We are submitting on behalf of 
the accused that the alleged con-
fession is inadmissible for a num-
ber of reasons; which include that 
the Crown failed to prove beyond 
reasonable doubt that it had been 
freely and voluntarily made by the 
accused. 

“Secondly, that in the absence of 
the Magistrate who allegedly took 
the confession, it cannot be said 
that beyond doubt the provisions 

of the relevant section of the Crimi-
nal Procedure and Evidence Act as 
interpreted in numerous Court de-
cisions have been complied with. 
Without that evidence, the Court is 
clearly being led into the realm of 
speculations, hearsay and conjunc-
ture,” Adv Phafane argued.

Due to the Crown’s “failure” to 
prove its case beyond reasonable 
doubt, the court had no choice but 
discharge his client, Adv Phafane 
argued. 

“The Honourable Court’s hands 
are tied. The Court is respectfully 
hamstrung. It cannot be said that 
the onus on the Crown has been dis-
charged beyond reasonable doubt. 
As such, the accused is entitled to 
the benefit of doubt which is clearly 
and manifestly visible. There is no 
way in which the Court may look 
away from the obvious, namely that 
it is hamstrung. 

“In any event, what confession 
is the court being asked to rule on 
when no magistrate has placed be-
fore this court any confession as 
it ought to be done in cases of this 
nature? The Crown’s case is noth-
ing but a bizarre waste of the court’s 
time. 

“No court will rule admissible an 
alleged confession where a magis-
trate before whom it was allegedly 
taken has not testified nor placed 
it before court to be tested. In this 
case, the court is totally in the dark,” 
Adv Phafane argued.

Adv Realeboha Makamane, 
who stood on Thursday in for DPP 
Motinyane, did not argue the case. 
Instead Adv Makamane presented 
the Crown’s written replying heads 
of arguments to Justice Peete who 
said he will deliver his verdict on 
Tuesday.

ADVOCATE Salemane Phafane (KC).

THEMBA Sopeng.
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Govt under fire over tourism levy

Fokhothi to introduce 
degree programmes

THETSO Thamae.

NTOANE Lepota.

Tokelo Khausela 

LEROTHOLI Polytechnic is aggressively 
pushing plans to introduce degree 
programmes by the end of next year.

The institution’s deputy rector, Ntoane 
Lepota, said the college hopes to start with 
four degree programmes. However, he 
did not say which programmes would be 
introduced first.

Addressing high school learners at a 
weekend career exhibition event at the 
campus grounds in Maseru, Mr Lepota 
said the college, also known as Fokhothi, 
would also offer long distance learning de-
grees in due course.

The event is held annually with the aim 
of acquainting learners with the different 
courses offered by the tertiary institution.  

Speaking at the event, Mr Lepota said 
they were working to introduce degree 
programmes by next year. He said way 
back in 2008, the polytechnic came up 
with a strategic plan to introduce a de-
grees programme in 2015. However, this 
did not materialise due to lack of funding.

“We are working to introduce degree 
programmes by end of next year. We 
are aiming to start with four degree pro-
grammes. 

“The journey towards transforming to 
offer degrees has been a tough one. I think 

we were slow in changing how we oper-
ate, taking into consideration the mush-
rooming of new institutions moving into 
the same space,” Mr Lepota said.

He said another obstacle to the introduc-
tion of degree programmes was that for a 
long time, the polytechnic had employed 
some staff who were not qualified to teach 
university students. 

Hence, they had taken the initiative to 
send them to study for masters’ degrees to 
enable them to at least teach undergradu-
ate students, Mr Lepota said.

On his part, rector, Professor Sepiriti 
Tlali, said the polytechnic offered various 
programmes that students could enrol in 
upon successfully completing high school.

The institution is made up of five divi-
sions namely, the School of Built Environ-
ment, School of Enterprise and Manage-
ment, School of Engineering Technology, 
Artisans Training Institute and School of 
Continuing Education.

On his part, Econet Telecom Lesotho 
representative, Khotso Lecheko, hailed the 
partnership between the mobile commu-
nications giant and the tertiary institution.

“We are deeply involved in simplify-
ing the lives of students by offering data 
packages that are affordable for students 
to ensure they have access to e-learning,” 
Mr Lecheko said.

They argued that a levy-induced 
hike in charges would chase away 
customers and ruin their business-
es.

Speaking at the workshop, Morija 
Guest House manager, Bridget ‘Ma-
palesa Hall, questioned the govern-
ment’s wisdom of targeting an ail-

ing industry to raise funds for its 
spending.  

“Most of us have performed mira-
cles to keep our small businesses go-
ing during the Covid- 19 pandemic. 

“I know the government needs 
money but why does it target an in-
dustry that has suffered most and is 

yet to recover from Covid-19? I find 
it strange that we are being target-
ed,” Ms Hall charged.

‘Mamothe Mohapi, the managing 
director of the Ka Pitseng and Mo-
lengoane guest houses, argued that 
the levy would deter patrons from 
visiting their facilities.

“The levy will force us to pass 
on the costs to clients and this will 
scare them off. The charges are too 
steep, and I urge the government to 
reduce them,” Ms Mohapi said.

Botleng Guest House managing 
director, Puleng McCarthy, con-
curred, saying said the levy would 
kill the tourism sector. 

“Why set the levy so high at five 
percent when other countries 
started at one percent? We are 
not against the imposition of the 
levy, but we are saying it should be 
planned in such a way that will not 
kill our businesses.

“We are effectively making it dif-
ficult for tourists to visit Lesotho by 
imposing the levy because some 
of us have pre-existing contracts 
with clients which we cannot just 
change,” Ms McCarthy said. 

Speaking to this publication on 
the side lines of the workshop, 
LDTC’s head of finance and admin-
istration, Thetso Thamae, conceded 
that the stakeholders had valid 
grievances. He however, said there 
was no going back on the introduc-
tion of the levy as the government 
needed money to finance its budget.

“The stakeholders raised some 
profound and pertinent concerns 
such as the levy being too steep es-
pecially for accommodation facili-
ties.

“We will continue with prepara-
tions to implement the levy on 1 
July 2022 as planned since the gov-
ernment needs money for its spend-
ing. However, we will recommend 
the downward revision of these lev-
ies taking into account the impact of 
Covid-19 which was not in the pic-
ture when the rates were discussed 
with stakeholders in 2018.”

He however, said that even if 
the levy had been much less there 
would still be opposition because 
some people were naturally averse 
to paying taxes.

LTDC’s Tourism Levy Coordina-
tion Officer, ‘Masalang Khasake, 
defended the imposition of the levy, 
saying it would be ploughed back to 
develop the tourism sector.

Bereng Mpaki/Moroke Sekoboto

PLAYERS in the tourism sector 
are up in arms with the gov-
ernment over the planned in-

troduction of a tourism levy with 
effect from 1 July 2022.

The levy will be collected by the 
Lesotho Tourism Development Cor-
poration (LTDC) on behalf of the 
government. The state has justified 
the introduction of the levy, saying it 
will be used for the promotion of the 
country as a destination of choice 
for both local and international visi-
tors. It will also be ploughed back 
into the tourism facilities for their 
care and maintenance, the govern-
ment and LTDC have said.

Accommodation establishments 
will charge an additional five per-
cent levy on their bookings; travel 
agents will charge an additional 
M10 per ticket for the levy while 
event organisers will charge an ad-
ditional M5 per ticket.

Tourists who bring safari vehi-
cles and motorbikes will be charged 
M20 and M10 respectively to enter 
the country. Those with leisure and 
speed boats will pay M20 upon en-
try while local and international 
adult tourists will pay an additional 
M10 and M20 respectively on top of 
the fees payable to access tourism 
attraction sites.

Tour operators will pay a flat 
M1000 levy annually.

All players in the industry will 
have to register with the LTDC to fa-
cilitate the collection of the levy.   

However, tourism players are un-
happy with the move, saying they 
were not consulted beforehand.

It could not have come at worse 
time as the sector is currently strug-
gling to recover from the slowdown 
in business brought on by the Cov-
id-19 pandemic, stakeholders argue. 

Various tourism players made 
their objections known during a 
weekend workshop hosted by the 
LTDC at the ‘Manthabiseng Con-
vention Centre. The workshop was 
meant to raise awareness on the up-
coming levy. 
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Metropolitan donates 
PPE to LMPS

Cumulative Covid-19 
cases breach 33 000 mark

Staff Reporters

LESOTHO has now recorded 
a cumulative 33182 Covid-19 
cases since the pandemic first 

broke out in December 2019.
In a weekend statement on the 

Covid-19 situation in the country, 
the Ministry of Health revealed 
that all in all, a cumulative 447 148 
specimens had been tested for the 
deadly disease up to 4 May 2022.

While a cumulative 33182 in-
fections had been recorded, 698 
patients had died while 24 683 pa-
tients had since recovered.   

Maseru district leads the way 
with a cumulative 9715 infections 
out of 157 247 specimens that have 
been tested to date.  All in all, there 
have been 209 deaths and 4557 re-
coveries in Maseru.

Next up is Leribe with 5407 in-
fections from 79 860 tested speci-
mens thus far. However, 5177 
people have since recovered while 
only 66 people have died. 

Butha-Buthe is in third place 
with 4223 cumulative infections 
out of 50 699 tested specimens. Of 
these, 3611 have recovered while 
80 people have died.

In fourth place is Berea with 
3214 cumulative infections out 
of 19 833 people who have been 
tested to date. Of these, 2111 have 
recovered while 136 have died.

Mafeteng is in fifth place with 
2547 cumulative infections out of 
41 183 tests conducted to date. Of 
these, 2285 patients have recov-
ered while 75 people have died.   

In sixth place is Mokhotlong 
with 1897 cumulative infections 
from 27 938 tests conducted to 
date.  Of these, 1542 people have 
recovered while 24 have died. 

Seventh is Thaba-Tseka district 
with 1768 cumulative infections 
out of 10 689 tests conducted so 
far. 

Of these, 1534 people have re-

covered while 40 have died.
Qacha’s Nek is eighth with 1646 

cumulative infections out of the 
20 925 tests conducted to date. 
The district has recorded 1427 re-
coveries and 24 deaths.  

In ninth place is Mohale’s Hoek 
with 1569 cumulative infections 
out of 14 082 tests. Of these, 1279 
have recovered while 19 people 
have died.

Quthing has the least number 

of infections with just 1195 cases 
recorded out of 24 653 tests. Of 
these, 1158 people have since re-
covered while 25 have died.

The generally low rate of infec-
tions has been achieved through 
strong public awareness cam-
paigns to promote preventive 
measures such as social distanc-
ing, wearing of face masks in pub-
lic and frequently washing hands 
with approved sanitisers among 

others.
Last year, the government also 

embarked on a mass vaccination 
drive which has been credited 
for preventing serious illnesses, 
hospitalisation and deaths among 
infected patients.

The huge uptake of vaccinations 
has enabled the government to 
scrap the hard lockdowns which 
had virtually brought the econo-
my to a standstill.

Ever since the lockdown was 
lifted earlier this year, business 
has generally returned to nor-
mal, entertainment activities have 
resumed and schools have reo-
pened. 

Political rallies and gather-
ings have also resumed ahead of 
the eagerly anticipated elections 
which will be held anytime from 
October this year.

Senate Lerotholi

THE Lesotho Mounted Police Service 
(LMPS) has received a shot in the arm 
from Metropolitan Lesotho. This after 

the insurance giant donated personal protec-
tive equipment (PPE) to aid the police force’s 
fight against the Covid-19 pandemic.

Valued at M45 000, the PPE comprised of 
sanitisers, hand-dryers, liquid soaps, face 
shields, face masks, protective overalls, 
gloves and shoe covers. 

It was handed over to the LMPS at Boka-
moso Business Suite in Maseru over the 
weekend. 

Speaking at the handover ceremony, Met-
ropolitan head of corporate services, Retha-
bile Hoohlo, said they felt compelled to do-
nate to the police because the pandemic had 
not yet been completely defeated.

She said the consignment was for the Ma-
seru Central Police Station which was chosen 
because it was the busiest with many people 
thronging it for various services.

“Our relationship with the LMPS spans 
over 40 years,” Ms Hoohlo said.

“We decided to assist by donating PPE to 
help protect police officers from Covid-19 be-
cause the pandemic has not ended yet,” she 
added. 

Speaking at the same ceremony, Metro-
politan head of brand marketing, Motsieloa 
Nonyane, said their company had also been 
negatively affected by the pandemic. 

He said the donation did not mean that 
the insurance company had lots of money 
to spare. Rather, the gesture was in keeping 
with Metropolitan’s “together we can” man-
tra which emphasizes cooperation and syn-
ergies with others. 

On his part, the officer commanding Ma-
seru Central, Senior Superintendent Ran-
toane Motsoetla, said this was not the first 
time they had received donations from Met-
ropolitan.

In fact, the insurance behemoth was the 
first to donate PPE to them when the pan-
demic broke out in 2020, he said.

“I would like to thank Metropolitan for this 
initiative. It is such an honour that out of all 
police stations, they chose Maseru Central,” 
Senior Supt Motsoetla said.

ADVERTISEMENT FOR PRE-QUALIFICATION OF LOCAL 
SUPPLIERS FOR COMMON GOODS AND SERVICES

Lesotho Communica� ons Authority (LCA) invites submissions from local 
companies who would like to be included in the Authority’s common goods/
services supplier database for an exclusive period of two (2) years. 

The sealed tender envelopes clearly marked “Invita� on for pre-qualifi ca� on 
of vendors”, specify category of goods/ services and the LOT number;

e.g. For catering services write Invita� on for pre-qualifi ca� on of vendors for 
catering services- (LOT 1)

must be delivered at the address specifi ed below on or before the 19th May
2022 at 12:00 noon. Late and incomplete submissions will be disqualifi ed. 

All bidders must produce COVID-19 Vaccine Cer� fi cates to enter LCA premises

Interested vendors may obtain a detailed Request for Proposal (RFP) from the 
LCA website h� p://www.lca.org.ls or from the LCA recep� on at 30 Princess 
Margret Road. 

Submissions should be addressed to:

Chief Financial Offi  cer
Lesotho Communica� ons Authority

30 Princess Margaret Road, Old Europa
P. O. Box 15896

Maseru 100
LESOTHO.
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IT is no longer a question of if but when the Prime Minister 
Thomas Thabane will retire. Last week, Dr Thabane an-
nounced that he was retiring because his stamina was gone 

after more than five decades in the civil service and in active pol-
itics.

It does not matter that some think the real reasons are the 
murder allegations levelled against him and the pressure from 
his own All Basotho Convention (ABC) party. What matters most 
is that Dr Thabane is going and now that he has agreed to step 
down after the processes to appoint his successor have been 
finalised, the nation and it’s development partners are keenly 
watching the ABC to see how it will handle the succession issue.

We are also watching the unfolding developments and it is our 
hope that the ABC will seize this opportunity to not only preside 
over a smooth process but more importantly settle on a deserv-
ing candidate with the right mix of appeal to all sectors as well as 
the right credentials to lead the country out of the socio-econom-
ic and political challenges.

At the height of the ABC’s infighting in June last year, the party 
legislators loyal to deputy leader, Professor Nqosa Mahao joined 
forces to file a no confidence motion against Dr Thabane in par-
liament.

They proposed ABC chairperson Samuel Rapapa as the Care-
taker Prime Minister in place of Dr Thabane. Now as Dr Thabane 
edges towards the exit door, we do not for a second believe that 
Mr Rapapa is a shoe-in to succeed him.

Even other party stalwarts like Prof Mahao and secretary gen-
eral Lebohang Hlaele are not in the running because they do not 
meet the constitutional requirements which state that a prime 
minister should only be appointed from members of the national 
assembly, we still think there will be jostling among party heavy-
weights for the top post.

There will probably be acrimony and mudslinging among the 
aspirants but we hope that at the end of it all, the party will still 
close ranks and everyone rallies behind the chosen successor.

The ABC has no other choice but to lead the way by uniting 
because disunity and a consequent split could precipitate snap 
elections which- even by the admission of opposition Lesotho 
Congress for Democracy leader, Mothetjoa Metsing- the country 
can ill-afford them.

 We simply don’t have the money to fund snap elections and 
even if we had it, it would be better spent on education, health or 
any other developmental programme.

In any event, the country needs to embark on fresh exercise to 
delineate electoral constituencies and the voters’ roll is said to be 
in shambles and in need of updating. All of this requires a vibrant 
and functional Independent Electoral Commission (IEC). Unfor-
tunately the elections body is dysfunctional on account of there 
being no commissioners to replace the trio of Mahapela Lehohla, 
‘Mamosebi Pholo and Makase Nyaphisi whose contracts were 
not renewed by the government when they expired in January 
2019.

All these are compelling reasons why the ABC has no choice 
but to close ranks and avoid a damaging split that could collapse 
the government after nominating Dr Thabane’s successor.

The ABC has an excellent opportunity to nominate a deserving 
candidate who will appeal to the previously feuding factions as a 
unifying force. 

The ideal candidate must also be one with sufficient interna-
tional clout to appeal to regional, continental and international 
development partners. This must be someone with the requisite 
understanding of international relations to ensure that we do not 
fall foul of our regional, continental and international commit-
ments.

We would not want a repeat of the embarrassing debacle 
where the country has been issuing contradictory statements 
on the Morocco-Western Sahara conflict when the regional and 
continental position is very clear that Western Sahara has a right 
to self-determination and independence.

We therefore urge ABC members to be alive to the fact that 
theirs is a huge task with local and world implications. The task of 
choosing Dr Thabane’s successor is not a Mickey Mouse game, it 
calls for high-mindedness on the part of everyone involved.

Comment

Sunday 
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Of memory and not forgetting

Thabane successor: 
ABC must put nation’s 

interests first

Words of
Wisdom

Marianne Merten

REMEMBERING the past is a conscious 
act. And who we remember in public 
spaces is a signifier of a nation’s values.

Amid the cobblestones of Bebelplatz in 
Berlin, just where Humboldt University 
stands in what used to be part of East Ger-
many, is a glass pane. Smallish, maybe 60cm 
by 60cm. Below is a stark white room with 
empty bookshelves.

This memorial commemorates the 1933 
book burning by the Nazis, whose student 
union on 10 May that year destroyed the 
writings of hundreds of freethinking authors, 
philosophers and scientists. A bronze plaque 
embedded in the cobblestones explains.

In the shadow of the university, this is a 
powerful caution. A reminder of how an act 
that may have been spectacular in its mob 
optics should have served as a warning of the 
terror that unfolded.

The Bebelplatz memorial is easily over-
looked. Not so the Memorial to the Murdered 
Jews of Europe, 2,710 stelae over 19,073 
square metres just off Brandenburg Gate and 
the Bundestag, Germany’s parliament.

Arising from journalist Lea Rosh’s proposal 
for a “memorial as a visible commitment to 
action” made during a 1988 panel discussion, 
on 25 June 1999 the Bundestag passed a res-
olution for its construction. It was completed 
in May 2005.

It is a stark reminder of Nazi terror and 
murder. It’s a caution for it never to be al-
lowed to happen again. Even if right now in 
Europe, as in the United States and the Unit-
ed Kingdom, right-wing forces and populism 
are on the rise — and as South Africa is getting 
its own dose of fascist populism.

Memorials are of the act of remembrance 
— like the commemoration of the 75th an-
niversary of Auschwitz’s liberation at the 
memorial to Europe’s murdered Jews on 27 
January 2020 — a caution against forgetting, 
but also an account of how a city is shaped.

In Helsinki, there are public boards at 
many intersections showing how the cross-
roads looked, say 100 years ago, through the 
contrast of a rather provincial snapshot with 
the reality of a bustling avenue.

So too in Berlin. Boards along the side-
walks explain the architecture — how a sum-
mer getaway palace became a block of flats, 
or how after blocks of buildings were razed in 
World War II, the East Germans built “luxury 
apartments” that still exist today.

The structure with the greatest impact 
was the wall that cut through Berlin. Today 
it’s clearly visible, with paving stones mark-
ing the course of the wall in many parts of 
the now unified German capital. 

At the Bundestag the wall literally put the 

bombed-out Reichtstag, as it was known, on 
the side of the Western Allies and the MPs’ 
offices on the East side.

The graffiti of Russian soldiers liberating 
Berlin in May 1945 is integral to the Bun-
destag building today as is a more modern 
tribute to democracy — a column on which 
flashes the transcripts of House debates.

The Wall Memorial at Bernauer Strasse 
graphically illustrates how a community was 
divided in one fell swoop in 1961. On the wall 
of one broken terrace of housing is a gigantic 
photo depicting Garten Strasse then. The 
now with construction at the underground 
train station is today’s reality.

Rusted iron rods running along the paving 
stones marking the route of the wall are one 
part of the memorial, fragments of the origi-
nal wall, including foundations for spotlights, 
are another.

As are markers to those who fled, or tried 
to flee.

It is this attention to the individual histo-
ries and acts of ordinary persons that runs 
like a golden thread through the memorials 
against forgetting.

Acts of courage, victims and survivors are 
honoured by their individual recognition – in 
name, and through images and personal pos-
sessions.

This is a historical perspective that hon-
ours Everyman — and goes beyond elite hag-
iographies.

Significantly, in this approach to memory 
and not forgetting, the perpetrators of the 
Nazi terror and murders are held accountable 
also by being identified by name, in photos 
and in survivors’ accounts — even if those 
Nazis committed suicide, escaped abroad or 
received minimal jail terms. 

And the Nazi correspondence that chilling-
ly lists numbers of people killed is on display 
to highlight the guise of legitimacy Nazis gave 
the terror and murders of millions of Jews, 
and those of different political convictions, 
gays, physically and mentally disabled, the 

Roma and Sinti.
Many of the memorials are less than 3o 

years old, as the November 1989 fall of the 
wall appears to have been a catalyst. But the 
more recent memorials are not at odds with 
others such as the Soviet War Memorial in 
Tiergarten, dedicated to the Russian soldiers 
who fell, as the inscription states, in the fight 
against fascism.

The decision to support all these memori-
als from the public purse is crucial — as is the 
free admission at most. The memorials are 
part of the official Visit Berlin website.

Berlin’s memorials against forgetting are 
a public expression of a commitment to not 
allow the emergence of the inhumane, the 
atrocious and the undemocratic

They are living history that places the indi-
vidual at the centre — in tribute to acts of cour-
age, determination and persistence against 
terror, but also in condemnation of participa-
tion and complicity in the Nazi terror.

Herein lies a crucial lesson for South Africa. 
— DM

l Marianne Merten has written on Par-
liament since 2016 for Daily Maverick. 

The views in this article do not 
reflect those of the Sunday Express, 

but those of the writer.

It isn’t the mountains ahead 
to climb that wear you out; 
it’s the pebble in your shoe. 

— Muhammad Ali
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Peace and Unity Bill: It should 
never be about partisan interests

IN its latest edition, the Lesotho Times reports that that the contro-
versial Peace and Unity Bill is dead in the water.

In separate interviews last week, Law and Justice Minister Le-
khetho Rakuoane and his predecessor, Professor Nqosa Mahao, both 
said the Bill was as good as dead and it would no longer see the light 
of day.

Adv Rakuoane said a year after he tabled in parliament, he was no 
longer pushing for its adoption because it seemed it was no longer 
being supported by anyone. He said various political parties had ap-
parently disowned it. He accused unnamed parties of dumping it on 
his lap and making it appear as though he was the only one with an 
agenda to see it through. He said due to the lack of backers, the Bill 
had thus “died a natural death”.

On his part, Prof Mahao said the Bill had become such a hot potato 
and with the elections just around the corner, no one was willing to 
touch it. This is because it was a highly unpopular Bill, he said.

For those who may not be in the picture, the controversial Bill was 
tabled in parliament in May 2021 by Minister Rakuoane. It seeks to 
establish a National Peace and Unity Commission with powers to 
grant high-profile criminal suspects like politicians Mothetjoa Met-
sing and Selibe Mochoboroane amnesty provided they testify truth-
fully, disclose their alleged crimes in full and show remorse. 

Others who could have benefitted from the enactment of the Bill 
include former army commander Tlali Kamoli as well as serving 
and former members of the security agencies accused of various 
crimes ranging from treason to murder.

The Bill provoked a huge fallout between the main governing All 
Basotho Convention (ABC) and its Democratic Congress (DC) ally last 
year. At the time, the ABC and victims of human rights abuses out-
rightly rejected the Bill on the grounds that it was aimed at saving 
the DC’s members and allies who have been implicated in various 
crimes from facing justice for their actions.

The ABC has even claimed that it was not consulted in the drafting 
of the Bill. On the other hand, Deputy Prime Minister and DC leader 
Mathibeli Mokhothu and fellow congress politicians defended the 
Bill, saying the establishment of the National Peace and Unity Com-
mission was a sure way to achieve, peace, reconciliation, unity and 
stability in the country. As a publication, we have nothing against the 
Bill on one condition- that all stakeholders are consulted and agree 
to it.

Even if all the political parties had agreed on the Bill, it would still 
not be enough without the input of other stakeholders. As it is, a key 
stakeholder, the victims, were not consulted. Their views were not 
even considered in the drafting of the Bill. We know this for a fact 
because we have seen minutes of a closed meeting they held back 
in April 2021 with Prof Mahao was Law and Justice Minister at the 
time. They were unequivocal in their opposition to the Bill.

However, in the event that the government persisted in establish-
ing the Commission, the victims demanded that the Commission 
should not interfere with prosecutions already in court. They had 
also demanded that their tormentors, and not the state, should com-
pensate them for their suffering. Other demands include the suspen-
sion and prosecution of all suspects still serving in the army. The 
victims also want all implicated politicians to be barred from ever 
holding political office again.

The minutes of the meeting were compiled and sent to Prime Min-
ister Moeketsi Majoro, the speaker of the National Assembly, Sephiri 
Motanyane; the president of the Senate, Mamonaheng Mokitimi, the 
head of the SADC facilitation team to Lesotho, retired Justice Dikgang 
Moseneke. It was also sent to the American and European Union 
ambassadors to Lesotho, the United Nations Commission on Human 
Rights, the African Commission on Peoples’ and Human Rights as 
well as local churches and various non-governmental organisations.

All the victims’ demands were ignored and unsurprisingly, one 
of them Private Tumelo Maja, has teamed up with 15 other soldiers 
to file a multi-million maloti damages claim against the Lesotho 
Defence Force (LDF).  The damages claim is in connection with the 
torture, cruel and degrading punishment Private Maja and others 
allegedly suffered at the hands of the LDF under the leadership of Lt-
Gen Kamoli. Should they decide to revive the Bill, our simple advice 
to politicians would be that they should fully consult to ascertain if 
there is overwhelming support or not.

No programme, no matter how good and well-meaning can suc-
ceed without the input of those it is meant to serve.There can never 
be the intended peace, stability, unity and reconciliation without the 
inputs of the nation as a whole, victims included. Achieving peace 
and stability is not a partisan issue, it is something bigger than the 
egos of politicians and their followers. Either the Bill should be left 
where it currently is in the dustbins or there should be consultation 
if it is to be dusted and brought back to parliament. 

Carping Point: If John Steenhuisen 
wants a real war, why isn’t he packing 

his bags for Mozambique?

JOHANNESBURG — John Steen-
huisen was in Ukraine this 
week. He was there to ‘ascertain 

for himself’. Why? He can turn on 
any radio or TV, or sit in the toilet and 
google Ukraine. He’ll be swamped 
with a deluge of information, opin-
ions and even news, across the politi-
cal spectrum.

If he’d stayed at home, it might in-
terest him to discover what he won’t 
see. He won’t see any widespread re-
porting on the civil war that’s playing 
out on the Cape Flats, as gangsters 
take one another out and innocent 
bystanders too. He won’t read any-
thing about the incredible poverty 
and associated alcohol abuse and 
gender-based violence in the North-
ern Cape. There are many other 
things he won’t see or read about, 
because they don’t make headlines.

There’s a reason they don’t make 
headlines. The convenient excuse 
is that the stories are too remote, 
newsrooms are too understaffed 
and under-funded to cover them, 
but basically the media is slanted to-
wards the big urban centres and the 
big-ticket news items. You can gnash 
your teeth and call it lazy journal-
ism, but that’s just the way it’s always 
been.

It’s got increasingly worse over 
the years so that, like our president, 
we are perpetually surprised when 
there’s another outbreak of xeno-
phobic violence, especially if there’s 
a nice graphic ending that piques the 
interest of the news desk: Like a fa-
ther of four being hounded out from 
where he stays and being beaten to 
death in Diepsloot or another father 
being set alight in Alex.

The humanitarian crisis in the 
Cape Flats; gang warfare, drugs, 
prostitution, poverty, isn’t new. The 
destitution in Northern Cape town-
ships isn’t either. No one speaks 
about them. They’re not on the news 
radar. But imagine if the leader of the 
opposition had done a fact-finding 
mission there to see for himself the 
true horror on the ground?

Imagine if that same person had 
invited journalists along — because 
newsrooms can’t fund these trips. 
Imagine what the coverage would 

be like. Maybe just maybe, there’d 
be solutions being put on the table, 
rather than the tired old platitudes 
and empty gestures.

Instead, we’re going to have to put 
up with more vacuous thoughts on 
world peace than a beauty pageant, 
in a part of the world that isn’t much 
more dangerous than some of the 
totally under-reported hell holes on 
this continent. If Steenhuisen wants 
a real war, why isn’t he packing his 
bags for Mozambique? But no, he’s 
spent a week in a part of the world 
where he can make no difference, 
personally or professionally, as the 
list of celebrities clamouring for 
a selfie with Volodymyr Zelensky 
works its way inexorably down from 
senior world leaders to fading Holly-
wood stars and now the leader of an 
opposition party at the other end of 
the globe.

We should be grateful. If we ever 
needed any more proof, after multi-
ple instalments of the Zondo commis-
sion, this trip truly explains the politi-
cal inertia this country is in. Almost 
as well, that is, as Cyril Ramaphosa 
being prevented from speaking to an 
empty stadium by a handful of irate 
miners on Workers Day.  

— The Saturday Star

Kevin 
Ritchie
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Have your say The Sunday Express welcomes readers’ feedback on topical issues. 
Send us Whatsapp, post on our Facebook page or write to: 

The Editor Sunday Express,
220A Lower Thetsane, Maseru 100
editor@sundayexpress.co.ls

Religion
A Bahá’í Perspective

with
Flora Teckie

Family contribution to unity in community
Youth have great potential and capaci-

ties.  They have the potential to channel 
their energy, capacities and talents to-

wards building a better society and advance-
ment of civilization. 

As parents and teachers, it is our responsi-
bility and privilege to help them to develop 
and enhance their potential and capacities. A 
candle, for example, has the potential to give 
light. 

But it does not give light without being lit. It 
has to be lit so that it can shine and illuminate 
its surroundings.  

Bahá’u’lláh compares human beings to a 
mine containing many hidden jewels, wait-
ing to be discovered.  He says: “Regard man 
as a mine rich in gems of inestimable value. 
Education can, alone, cause it to reveal its 
treasures, and enable mankind to benefi t 
therefrom”.  

The purpose of educating our children and 
youth should, therefore, be enhancing their 
potential capacities, rather than considering 
them as empty vessels that need to be fi lled 
with information and instructions.  

Many of the approaches to education to-
day treat children and youth in a very pas-
sive way, as receptacles of information rather 
than active members of their community. Yet 
young people are anxious to become partners 
in helping to plan the world they will inherit. 

They aspire for spiritual and intellectual 
growth and “to make a contribution to the 
fortunes of humanity”.  

“They have many wonderful powers, and 
channelling them properly is an important 

concern, for when misdirected or manipu-
lated by others, they can cause much social 
distress”.

The period of youth is a very special time 
in life 

The period of youth is a time for prepara-
tion. It is the time for personal change, the 
time during which the youth begin to con-
sciously explore and apply their knowledge, 
values and beliefs about individual and col-
lective life.  

According to the Universal House of Jus-
tice, the governing council of the Bahá’í In-
ternational Community: “the transformation 
which is to occur in the functioning of society 
will certainly depend to a great extent on the 
effectiveness of the preparations the youth 
make for the world they will inherit”.  

Through an effective preparation and ap-
propriate education, the power of the values, 
attitudes, behaviours and skills of our youth 
can be harnessed towards creating a peaceful 
society and a better world. 

Of course, it is important that education, 
whether at home or at school, guides our chil-
dren and youth in their moral empowerment 
and not just in their intellectual development.  

“The proper education of children is of vital 
importance to the progress of mankind, and 
the heart and essential foundation of all edu-
cation is spiritual and moral training” state 
the Bahá’í Writings and that “knowledge is 
praiseworthy when it is coupled with ethical 
conduct and virtuous character”.

  Through effective education and guidance 
our youth can be empowered to override the 

needs of their lower nature in keeping with 
ethical requirements, to control and channel 
their natural drives and urges and to trans-
form them into human perfections.

Our youth have great capacities. We need 
to converse with them, listen to their opin-
ions and try to fi nd out how we can help them 
enhance their potential capacities.  

They should be guided to analyse the con-
structive and destructive forces operating 
in society and recognise the infl uence these 
forces have on their thoughts and actions.  

Education to contribute to individual 
growth and betterment of society 

It is important that education is exam-
ined in light of its contribution to individual 
growth, as well as to social transformation – 
both of which are necessary for the creation 
of peaceful and harmonious communities. 

Such education would empower our youth 
to express their God-given talents and capaci-
ties in service to humanity.  

It is through service to others that one can 
help bring about social change. 

An adequate education, in the Bahá’í view, 
“will cultivate virtue as the foundation for 
personal and collective well-being, and will 
nurture in individuals a deep sense of service 
and an active commitment to the welfare of 
their families, their communities, their coun-
tries, indeed, all mankind”. 

For education to contribute to both indi-
vidual growth and to the transformation of 
society, it must also aim at cultivating mutual 
tolerance, brotherhood, compassion, love, un-
derstanding, and respect for different ethical 
values.  

Nurturing the consciousness of oneness 
of humanity and fostering a love for people 
of all backgrounds, must begin in the family, 
where children should be trained to rid them-
selves of various prejudices. Encouraging our 
children and youth to independently search 
for truth leads them to personal conviction, 
rather than merely imitating others, and will 
help free themselves from prejudices and 
preconceptions.   

Learning to avoid prejudices of all kinds – 
whether racial, national, tribal, gender or re-
ligious — and to adhere to a high moral stand-
ard, and to show rectitude in all interactions 
with others enable youth to become effective 
actors in endeavours for the betterment of 
society.    

For feedback please contact: bahailesotho@
leo.co.ls; or call +266 56715009
Website:  www.bahai.org
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Request for Bids 
Grid Extension and Electrification of Villages – Thabana Morena (Leboto) and Koro-koro Villages

READVERTISEMENT
Employer: Lesotho Electricity Company (Pty) Ltd
Project: Lesotho Renewable Energy and Energy Access Project (LREEAP)
Contract title: Grid Extension and Electrification of Villages – Thabana Morena (Leboto) and Koro-koro Villages
Country: Kingdom of Lesotho
Loan No. /Credit No. / Grant No.: P166936 
RFB No: LS-LEC-268583-CW-RFB
Issued on: 29th April, 2022

1. The Kingdom of Lesotho has received financing from the World Bank toward the cost of the Lesotho Renewable Energy and Energy Access 
Project (LREEAP), and intends to apply part of the proceeds toward payments under the Contracts for Grid Extension and Electrification of 
Villages in:
Lot 1: Thabana-Morena - Leboto
Lot 2: Koro-koro - Qhetsoane
Lot 3: Koro-koro - Ramakotjo & Khitione

2.  The Lesotho Electricity Company (Pty) Ltd now invites sealed Bids from eligible Bidders for:
•	 Extension and Construction of 11/33kv electrical distribution line.
•	 Installation of 11/400 or 33/400 kv transformers.
•	 Construction of 0.4kv (LV) lines.
•	 Service connection to households.

3. Bidding will be conducted through national competitive procurement procedure using a Request for Bids (RFB) as specified in the World 
Bank’s “Procurement Regulations for IPF Borrowers July 2016, revised November 2017 and August 2018” (“Procurement Regulations”), and 
is open to all eligible Bidders as defined in the Procurement Regulations. 

4.    Interested eligible Bidders may obtain further information from Procurement Manager - LEC, 53 Moshoeshoe Road, Industrial Area, Maseru. 
E-mail: makhabanel@lec.co.ls; Cc monyatsib@lec.co.ls.

5.      Bidders may obtain bidding documents by sending a request on the above mentioned email addresses and if interested, the bidding 
document in, English, may be purchased by interested eligible bidders upon payment of a nonrefundable fee of LSL2000.00 (Two Thousand 
Maloti) for all the lots. The method of payment will be Electronic Transfer to the account number shown below. The document will be sent 
by email.
Account Holder: SREP Grant (TF-1681) Lesotho Electricity Company
Bank:                         Nedbank
Account Number:  11990115232
Branch Code:          390161

6. A pre-bid meeting shall be held at the address shown below on 16th May, 2022 at 11H00 and compulsory site visits shall follow as per the 
schedule below:

Lot Date Assembly Points Time

Thabana Morena - Leboto 17th May, 2022 Hell’s port, junction to Malumeng 10H00

Koro-koro - Qhetsoane 18th May, 2022 Corner Main South One and Moshoeshoe 1 Airport Roads 10H00

Koro-koro – Ramokotjo & Khitione 18th May, 2022 Corner Main South One and Moshoeshoe 1 Airport Roads 10H00

7. Bids must be delivered to the address below on or before 10th June, 2022 at 10H00. Electronic bidding will not be permitted. Late Bids will 
be rejected. Bids will be publicly opened in the presence of the Bidders’ designated representatives and anyone who chooses to attend at 
the address below on 10th June, 2022 at 10H30. Bidders are permitted to bid for all the three (3) lots but shall not be awarded more than 
one (1) lot.

8. All Bids must be accompanied by a Bid-Securing Declaration using the form provided in the bidding document.
9. The address referred to above is: 

Lesotho Electricity Company (Pty) Ltd
53 Moshoeshoe Road,
Industrial Area, Maseru

Email: makhabanel@lec.co.ls Cc monyatsib@lec.co.ls
Contacts: +266 22312236

Call for Proposal:
Production of ReNOKA video documentary series to document integrated 

catchment management in Lesotho and the Orange-Senqu River Basin in 2022-23

The Government of Lesotho, with support of international partners, has embarked on an ambitious 
national programme for Integrated Catchment Management (ICM) under the name of ReNOKA – ‘we 
are a river’. The European Union (EU) and the German Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and 
Development (BMZ) has commissioned the Deutsche Gesellschaft für International Zusammenarbeit 
(GIZ) to support the Government of Lesotho in the implementation of a technical cooperation project 
“Support to integrated catchment management in Lesotho”. 

The programme aims to support implementation of ICM that will rehabilitate degraded watersheds 
across the country and to put in place prevention measures that will halt the further degradation of 
Lesotho’s catchment areas in line with climate change adaptation principles. 
GIZ aims to support the national ReNOKA programme through the production of a series of video 
documentaries and is seeking to appoint a film/video-documentary production company to produce a 
ReNOKA documentary series that will capture the beginning of the programme, progress and impact of 
intervention at the end of the programme phase. 

Tasks to be performed by the contractor
This contract is for companies (no application by individuals permitted). The contractor is responsible 
for providing the following services:
•	 Pre-Production, production and post-production a of video documentary series to document the 

rationale of ReNOKA and specific impact stories:
o One documentary (5-7 minutes) to introduce ReNOKA national programme, relevance and 

principles of integrated catchment management in Lesotho 
o 8 short documentaries of between 3 and 4 minutes length to document specific areas of progress 

between 2022 and 2023.
o One summative/ final documentary (24 minutes) at the end of the programme period ´ that 

documents the results of integrated catchment management
•	 Capacity building on audio-video storytelling and citizen journalism for relevant stakeholders in 

Lesotho.

GIZ invites eligible and professional companies with local presence in Lesotho and the SADC region
to participate in this tender. Tender documents are available for downloading until 13.05.2022 at the 
following link https://www.giz.de/en/worldwide/108692.html. Your proposal must be submitted 
to ZA_Quotation@giz.de by 20.05.2022. Please quote reference 83408285 when submitting the 
documentation. Late submissions will not be accepted.

Call for Proposal:

Production of ReNOKA video documentary series to document integrated catchment 
management in Lesotho and the Orange-Senqu River Basin in 2022-23

The Government of Lesotho, with support of international partners, has embarked on an ambitious 
national programme for Integrated Catchment Management (ICM) under the name of ReNOKA – ‘we 
are a river’. The European Union (EU) and the German Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation 
and Development (BMZ) has commissioned the Deutsche Gesellschaft für International 
Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) to support the Government of Lesotho in the implementation of a technical 
cooperation project “Support to integrated catchment management in Lesotho”. 

The programme aims to support implementation of ICM that will rehabilitate degraded watersheds 
across the country and to put in place prevention measures that will halt the further degradation of 
Lesotho’s catchment areas in line with climate change adaptation principles. 

GIZ aims to support the national ReNOKA programme through the production of a series of video 
documentaries and is seeking to appoint a film/video-documentary production company to 
produce a ReNOKA documentary series that will capture the beginning of the programme, progress 
and impact of intervention at the end of the programme phase. 

Tasks to be performed by the contractor

This contract is for companies (no application by individuals permitted). The contractor is responsible 
for providing the following services:

• Pre-Production, production and post-production a of video documentary series to document 
the rationale of ReNOKA and specific impact stories:

o One documentary (5-7 minutes) to introduce ReNOKA national programme, relevance 
and principles of integrated catchment management in Lesotho 

o 8 short documentaries of between 3 and 4 minutes length to document specific areas 
of progress between 2022 and 2023.

o One summative/ final documentary (24 minutes) at the end of the programme period ´
that documents the results of integrated catchment management

• Capacity building on audio-video storytelling and citizen journalism for relevant stakeholders
in Lesotho.

GIZ invites eligible and professional companies with local presence in Lesotho and the SADC 
region to participate in this tender. Tender documents are available for downloading until 13.05.2022
at the following link https://www.giz.de/en/worldwide/108692.html. Your proposal must be submitted 
to ZA_Quotation@giz.de by 20.05.2022. Please quote reference 83408285 when submitting the 
documentation. Late submissions will not be accepted.
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ADVERTISEMENT
Overview: 
KARABO EA BOPHELO at Baylor College of Medicine Children’s Foundation – Lesotho. The Baylor College of Medicine Children’s Foundation - Lesotho (BCMCFL), is the result of a public-private partnership between Baylor 
College of Medicine International Pediatric AIDS Initiative and the Government of Lesotho, and is a legal, non-profit/tax exempt organization registered in Lesotho. BCMCFL provides free pediatric and family-centred HIV and 
tuberculosis prevention, care, treatment, and support, serving thousands of children and families affected by HIV, TB, or other child health conditions. Karabo Ea Bophelo (KB) is a five-year USAID-funded activity to prevent 
new HIV infections and reduce vulnerability among orphans and vulnerable children (OVC) and adolescent girls and young women (AGYW) in Lesotho. 

BCMCFL is looking for highly qualified local candidates to fill in the following positions available under Karabo Ea Bophelo Project on a full-time, Fixed-Term Contract basis.

Position Duties and Responsibilities Educational Qualifications, Work Experience and Key Competencies
Technical Lead – Strategic 

Information   x 1

Based in Maseru KB Office

Position Overview
Reporting directly to the Technical Director, the Technical Lead – Strategic Information (SI) 
will be responsible for the leadership, management and implementation of all monitoring, 
evaluation and learning activities of the project. S/he will support the team to ensure that 
set milestones and deliverables are met. S/he will also be responsible for compliance with 
all donor data reporting requirements. S/he will be responsible for timely completion and 
submission of all programmatic reports. Develop and oversee implementation of short 
and long-term Monitoring, Evaluation and Learning (MEL) plans. S/he will periodically 
assess the achievement of programmatic milestones for BCMCFL-KB and its implementing 
partners.

•	 Bachelor’s Degree in in Statistics, Demography, Public Health; Master’s Degree is 
preferred

•	 Minimum eight (8) years’ experience in providing monitoring, evaluation and learning 
support to health or development projects

•	 Experience in designing, implementing and managing OVC and/or HIV and Sexual 
Reproductive Health – focused prevention services in Lesotho is desirable

•	 Experience with PEPFAR programming including OVC, HIV prevention and DREAMS 
programming for Adolescent Girls and Young Women (AGYW)

•	 Experience with PEPFAR reporting platforms including DATIM

Senior Data Officer x 1

Based in Maseru KB Office

Position Overview
Reporting to the M&E Manager, the Senior Data Officer will manage data from various 
sources into the program’s information system processing, management and reporting. 
S/he will efficiently manage a large amount of data and provide systems strengthening 
support for the SI department through the creation of frameworks and SOPs.

•	 Bachelors’ degree in Data Management, Information Systems, Statistics, Demography, 
Computer Science or Public Health.

•	 Experience with DHIS2 or any automated data collection and reporting systems
•	 Proven ability to work both independently and as an effective team member
•	 Demonstrated high proficiency in English and Sesotho
•	 Computer literacy and familiarity with various computer programs such as MS Office
•	 Strong knowledge and proficiency on HIV Prevention, Sexual Health topics is desirable 

preferably OVC and DREAMS programming
•	 Proven ability to prioritize and handle multiple on-going assignments
•	 Proficiency in Microsoft office, particularly Excel
•	 Excellent time management and organizational skills
•	 Proven analytic and problem-solving ability

Highly qualified Citizens and Residents of Lesotho are strongly encouraged to apply.

How to apply:  Interested candidates who meet the criteria must email applications letters including CVs, certified copies of identity documents, qualifications and three work-related referees with 
contact details (one should be from current supervisor/employer). 

All applications must be emailed to info@baylorlesotho.org on or before Friday, 13th May 2022. Clearly indicate the name of the post applied for on the subject Line. Applications to be submitted 
through the email provided only. No hard copies will be accepted. Late applications will not be considered. Failure to comply with the above directions will results in the application being disqualified. 
Detailed job description can be obtained from https://baylorlesotho.org/jobs/

BCMCFL reserves the right to leave an advertised position unfilled if no suitable candidate is identified. Only shortlisted candidates will be contacted. 
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EXTERNAL ADVERT
Social Behavior Change Communications Specialist

Overview: 
Jhpiego is a non-profit organization, operating in Lesotho since 2012 through supporting the government of Lesotho in 
delivering health services to the Basotho people. Jhpiego’s portfolio currently focuses on HIV/TB and COVID epidemic 
response and includes a range of HIV and COVID focused programming and research efforts including Khanya (VMMC and 
PrEP), THEBE (TB Contact Tracing and COVID Response), RISE (COVID Case Management and Vaccine Support), MOSAIC 
(biomedical HIV prevention including Dapivirine Ring Introduction), CUT-TB (RCT) and various other small studies.

Responsibilities:
•	 Function as a member of the Jhpiego team, providing programmatic support for the implementation of Jhpiego’s 

communications activities
•	 Work closely with the Jhpiego MOSAIC Team to develop strategies and monitoring tools for PrEP demand creation
•	 Work closely with the Jhpiego RISE Team to develop strategies and monitoring tools for COVID-19 demand creation 

activities
•	 Supports Jhpiego teams, including district demand creation officers, district mobilizers and stakeholders in the 

implementation of demand creation activities at district and national level
•	 Provides day-to-day program support for communications activities related to PrEP communications, including 

development of IEC materials and other demand creation activities
•	 Assist in development of tools for IPC and community mobilization activities
•	 Assists Communications team in procuring services and/or materials in support of campaigns
•	 Support teams to define geographical regions for mobilization
•	 Build and maintain relationships with implementing partners in order to ensure open communication channels between 

the partners and the demand creation team
•	 Ensure all the objectives of the demand creation workplan are being met and provide necessary feedback for 

development 
•	 Review weekly reports from district teams and provide constructive feedback to ensure achievement of targets
•	 Comply with administration and reporting from the field, including weekly progress reports to be used for public relations
•	 Other tasks as assigned

Qualifications and Requirements:
•	 Master’s degree in Communications, social science or related field 
•	 Minimum 3 years’ experience in related field
•	 Experience in HIV prevention and health programs
•	 Excellent problem-solving, decision-making, organizational and communication skills
•	 Ability to prioritize multiple tasks and work effectively in a demanding environment
•	 Excellent presentation skills
•	 Computer Skills, including MS Office Word, PowerPoint and Excel
•	 Strong oral and presentation skills in Sesotho and English.
•	 Willing and ability to travel frequently throughout Lesotho

Jhpiego offers competitive salaries and a comprehensive employee benefits package.
Note: The successful candidate selected for this position will be subject to a pre-employment background investigation. 

Correspondence will be communicated with shortlisted candidates only.
Jhpiego is an Equal Opportunity Employer

Interested candidates should submit application letter, CVs, certified copies of certificates and transcripts, two reference 
letters, Certified identity document. All applications addressed for the attention of Human Resources Manager must be sent 

by email address to: Lesotho.HR@jhpiego.org or hand deliver to Jhpiego Office, Dolphin House #2, ground floor,23 Motsoene 
Road, Industrial Area, Maseru by 12 pm on Friday, 13  May  2022. 

PROVISION OF PROFESSIONAL SERVICES TO
CONDUCT THE LHDA SALARY SURVEY

THE LESOTHO HIGHLANDS DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY (LHDA) 
INVITES QOUTATIONS FROM COMPETENT AND EXPERIENCED 
SERVICE PROVIDERS FOR THE PROVISION OF PROFESSIONAL 
SERVICES TO CONDUCT THE LHDA SALARY SURVEY 

QUOTATION DOCUMENTS ARE AVAILABLE FOR COLLECTION FOR 
A NON-REFUNDABLE FEE OF M 1000.00, AT LESOTHO HIGHLANDS 
DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY, PROCUREMENT OFFICE, 7 TH FLOOR, 
LHDA TOWER BUILDING, KINGSWAY; MASERU, OR CAN BE 
DOWNLOADED AT NO COST AT THE LHDA WEBSITE,  HTTP://WWW.
LHDA.ORG.LS/LHDAWEB/PROCUREMENT/CURRENT TENDERS

SEALED TENDERS CLEARLY MARKED ‘QUOTATIONS FOR THE 
PROVISION OF PROFESSIONAL SERVICES TO CONDUCT THE LHDA 
SALARY SURVEY’,  BEARING NO IDENTIFICATION OF THE BIDDER 
SHOULD BE DEPOSITED AT LESOTHO HIGHLANDS DEVELOPMENT 
AUTHORITY, 7TH FLOOR, LHDA TOWER BUILDING, KINGSWAY; 
MASERU NOT LATER THAN 17:00 HOURS ON FRIDAY 27 MAY 2022.

Lesotho Highlands Development Authority
  P.O. Box 7332, Maseru 100, Lesotho • Tel: (+266) 22 246 000 I22 311 280 I522 52000 • Fax: (+266) 22 310 665 • Email: lhwp@lhda.org.ls
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PROVISION OF PROFESSIONAL SERVICES TO CONDUCT THE LHDA 
SALARY SURVEY’, BEARING NO IDENTIFICATION OF THE BIDDER 
SHOULD BE DEPOSITED AT LESOTHO HIGHLANDS DEVELOPMENT 
AUTHORITY, 7TH FLOOR, LHDA TOWER BUILDING, KINGSWAY; 
MASERU NOT LATER THAN 17:00 HOURS ON FRIDAY 27 MAY 2022.

RE-ADVERTISEMENT

TERMS OF REFERENCE FOR DRAFTING THE MEDIA STRATEGY AND THE LESOTHO NATIONAL 
ACTION PLAN ON WOMEN PEACE AND SECURITY

1. Background and Objective of the assignment

In 2018, the Government of Lesotho initiated a national dialogue and reform process to stabilize, bring peace and unity in 
Lesotho. In 2018, WLSA in collaboration with the Ministry of Gender and Youth, Sports and Recreation; the Lesotho Council of 
Non- Governmental Organisations (LCN) and Federation of Women Lawyers (FIDA) with the support from UN Women South 
Africa Multi-Country Office (SAMCO) held the National Women’s Conference whose its main objective was to create platform 
and space for Basotho women in all their diversity across sectors to dialogue and share experiences on key national political, 
democratic and governance issues as articulated in the

vision for “The Lesotho We Want.” Of deliverables from the Conference was ‘A Women’s Common Position’ on the national 
dialogue and reform process in Lesotho, that ensures women’s equal representation and participation

including in conflict management and resolution, and peace building. It is against this background that Lesotho National 
Dialogue and Stabilization Project emerged which its activities amongst others resulted in the establishment of the African 
Women Leaders Network (AWLN) and a desktop review of Lesotho women, peace and security context and support stakeholder 
consultative processes towards the development of a Lesotho National Action Plan (LNAP) on Women Peace and Security (WPS).

2. Objectives of the assignment

WLSA – Lesotho and its partners in collaboration with the Ministry of Gender, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Ministry of Defence, 
etc. and in partnership with UN Women SAMCO are to develop a background document on Women, Peace and Security context 
on Lesotho building on the issues that were raised in the Women’s Common Position in relation to WPS agenda.
This includes Lesotho government and other stakeholders’ efforts on Women, Peace and Security in the country to inform the 
development of a NAP process in Lesotho. S/he is also expected to support stakeholder consultative processes towards the 
development of a Media Strategy, NAP on WPS in Lesotho, the drafting process and finalization of the NAP informed by national 
and district consultations - until the NAP is adopted officially.

3. Time Frame: The consultant is expected to start 15th May 2022 – 31st August 2022

4. Required Education, Experience and Qualifications: The consultant should fulfil the following requirements:
Masters’ degree in Peace and Security or Conflict Management, Politics, Gender studies, Law, Social Science, media and 
Communication or other related fields.

• At least 5 years of experience of relevant work in the field of politics or peace and security and gender equality and 
women’s empowerment.

• Understanding of gendered aspects of politics, peace and security and emergency and humanitarian response, good 
governance or gender-based violence.

• Proven experience in developing and or leading policy and strategy formulation.

• Experience in writing research reports and communication materials.
• Experience in training and capacity building is desirable

• Previous experience working with UN agencies, government and/or international organization and an experience in 
international instruments/conventions will be an advantage.

4. Submission
Terms of Reference can be obtained at WLSA Offices at WLSA HOUSE, KATLEHONG, POPE PAUL JOHN ROAD, MASERU or 
electronically at mamosam@womenandlaw.org.ls and or rethabilem@womenandlaw.org.ls and applications shall be 
submitted to the same email address not later than on or before of Friday the 13th of May 2022,

                                                                                                                   
JOB OPPORTUNITY 

Job title: Procurement Officer

Qualifications and Experience:
• Bachelor’s Degree in Finance, Procurement, Business Management or 

any related field plus three (3) years’ experience in a similar role. 

Essential Duties and Responsibilities:
• Estimate and establish cost parameters and budgets for purchases
• Maintain records of purchases, pricing, and other important data
• Review and analyse all vendors/suppliers, supply, and price options
• Coordinate stock control operations
• Forecast supply and demand to prevent overstocking and running out-

of-stock (OOS).
• Place and receive orders to replenish stock as needed.
• Track deliveries and coordinate internal stock transfers, as well as 

resolving delays.
• Oversee stock storage processes, including tagging, boxing, and labelling.
• Perform regular inventory audits and keeping stock purchasing within 

budget.

Competencies Required:
• Business acumen
• Computer Literate
• Service oriented
• Critical Thinking
• Team work

Interested candidates should send their applications along with a CV, proof 
of identity and certified copies of certificates to majaram@lhda.org.ls before 
or on the 13th May 2022.

Disclaimer: Only shortlisted candidates will be responded to.
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High Court rules 
in NRA’s favour 

Queen donates oxygen concentrators
Khothatso Sehloho

THE Queen’s National Trust Fund (QNTF) 
has donated nine oxygen concentra-
tors to St James Hospital in Mokhotlong, 

Maluti Adventist Hospital in Mapoteng and 
Nšekhe Government Hospital in Mohale’s 
Hoek. 

The donations are aimed at helping the 
institutions to step up their fi ght against the 
Covid-19 pandemic.

QNTF was formed by her Majesty Queen 
‘Masenate Mohato Seeiso to assist worthy 

causes, including educating disadvantaged 
children and providing sanitary towels to un-
derprivileged girls. 

Speaking at the recent handover ceremony 
in Maseru, Her Majesty said the machines 
would help Covid-19 patients during their 
critical time of need.

“As QNTF, we are glad to have extended a 
helping hand by donating these oxygen con-
centrators,” Her Majesty said. 

“We hope the benefi ciary hospitals will be 
able to share the concentrators with other 
health centres near them so that as many peo-

ple as possible can benefi t from them.”
The Queen expressed her gratitude to the 

sponsors who helped in securing the ma-
chines.  On her part, QNTF deputy chairper-
son, Maude Boikanyo, said the organisation 
had played a vital role in the fi ght against 
Covid-19 since 2020.

Working in conjunction with the Lesotho 
Millennium Development Agency (LMDA, 
QNTF has so far donated 62 oxygen drums 
each weighing 50kg, masks and hand sanitis-
ers. 

Ms Boikanyo said each of the hospitals 

would receive three concentrators.
“As QNTF, we believe that half a loaf is bet-

ter than nothing. We hope this donation will 
bring a huge difference and save many lives,” 
Ms Boikanyo noted.

Thabang Pulumo, from Maluti Adventist 
Hospital, expressed the benefi ciaries’ grati-
tude and thanked Her Majesty for the dona-
tions. 

He said the Queen’s gesture was proof that 
small hospitals located in different districts 
were still appreciated. 

“We appreciate the donation of the oxygen 
concentrators. We are sure they are going 
to make a signifi cant difference in the fi ght 
against Covid-19 and improve our work. 

“They will fi ll a huge gap and drive us to do 
even better,” Mr Pulumo said.

Moorosi Tsiane 

THE National Reforms Authority (NRA) 
has scored an early legal victory after 
the High Court on Wednesday ruled 

that its application against Cabinet’s decision 
to dissolve the Authority was urgent. 

Cabinet had a fortnight ago resolved to dis-
solve the NRA.

The body tasked is with spearheading the 
implementation of the constitutional, secu-
rity sector, media, judicial and governance 
reforms. The reforms were recommended 
by SADC in 2016.

Its mandate was initially supposed to ex-
pire last year but it was extended because of 
the slow pace of the reforms process.

Now that it had covered some ground 
which had resulted in Law and Justice Min-
ister Lekhetho Rakuoane recently tabling an 
omnibus bill containing the proposed consti-
tutional amendments in parliament, cabinet 
resolved to dissolve the NRA.  

The authority approached the High Court 
to “review and set aside as invalid, irrational 
and unreasonable cabinet’s decision to re-
fuse to extend the duration of the reforms 
authority”. 

The NRA wants its duration and existence 
to be extended until the last reform bill is 
assented to by His Majesty King Letsie III or 
alternatively “at the end of seven days after 
the last legal instrument is tabled by parlia-
ment”.

The NRA, Tebello Leballo and Tšepo 
Masupha are fi rst to third applicants 

in this case while the Law and 
Justice Minister Lekhetho 

Rakuoane and the 
Attorney General 

A d v o c a t e 
Rapelang 

Mots ie -

loa are cited as fi rst and second respondents 
respectively.

The applicants are represented by At-
torney Qhalehang Letsika while Advocate 
Thomas Thakalekoala is representing the re-
spondents. 

Presenting the merits of their urgent ap-
plication before Justice Polo Banyane on 29 
May 2022, Attorney Letsika argued: “In view 
of the pending legal question as relates to the 
interpretation of the provisions of section 12 
(2) of the NRA Act, I aver that the matter is 
now extremely urgent”. 

“First, the reform process is of national 
public interest. The reform process has at-
tracted not only Basotho’s interest, but also 
international interest. For instance, many na-
tional activities have been put on hold pend-
ing the fi nalisation of the reforms process. It 
is because they hold key important facets for 
the Kingdom,” Attorney Letsika argued.

He also said that the dissolution of the NRA 
was an error which was based on a misinter-
pretation of the provisions of the founding 
statutes.

“The dissolution of the NRA is based on an 
error of law. In other words, the interpreta-
tion of the provisions of sections 12 (2) of the 
NRA Act by the fi rst respondent (Rakuoane) 
is inconsistent with the purpose, scope and 
spirit of the entire scheme of the NRA Act. 
The dissolution of the NRA in circumstances 
based on misinterpretation of the provisions 
of the founding statute is unreasonable. 

“It shows that the fi rst respondent ex-
ercised his powers for unreasonable and 
wrongful purposes. It follows therefore, that 
the exercise of the power to dissolve NRA 
is invalid because it is based on wrong rea-
sons,” Attorney Letsika said.

In response, Adv Thakalekoala argued that 
neither “the interpretation of section 12 (2) 
nor the fact that NRA performed an impor-
tant mandate” could be employed to justify 
the urgency of the matter.

After submissions by the two parties, Jus-
tice Banyane ruled in favour of the appli-
cants.

The defendants are now expected to fi le 
their opposing affi  davits before 23 May 2022.

Justice Banyane said there was no doubt 
that the public had interest in the dispute.

He noted that it was undeniable that the 
need for reforms in Lesotho had been the 
subject of several Southern African Develop-
ment Community (SADC) reports and inter-
national organisations and a matter of public 
debate.

“There is therefore no doubt in my opinion 
that the public has interest in this dispute. To 
put it differently, the issue whether the life 
NRA being an Authority established to spear-
head the process is extendable has a bearing 
on public interest and for this reason alone 
the matter must expeditiously be disposed of.

“I make the following orders: the prayer 
on dispensation is accordingly granted and 
in this regard the respondents are ordered to 
fi le their opposing affi  davits within 10 days 
of the granting of this order,” Justice Banyane 
said.

The judge also ordered the applicants to 
fi le their reply within three days of receiving 
the opposing papers.

LEKHETHO Rakuoane.
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Nonku Williams 
spills the tea on 
‘RHODurban’ reunion

SEASON two of “Real Housewives of Durban” (RHOD) 
brought the heat with drama served on a silver platter.

Ahead of the highly anticipated two-part reunion, 
the first of which debuted on Showmax today, IOL Entertain-
ment managed to catch up with Nonku Williams to find out 
more about what we should expect at the reunion and her fu-
ture on the show.

The trailer for part one of the reunion had me wanting to 
know who is “satan”, however, Nonku was tight lipped and 
urged me to tune in instead.

The Ashes to Beauty winery founder may have not spilled 
the tea on the reunion but she did confirm that the production 
team made sure there were no glasses and bottles around.

If you are a viewer, you know how a glass of water can be-
come a dangerous object.

Nonku, throughout the season, had storylines that kept view-
ers glued to their screens. From her generalisation of men be-
ing cheaters, and her “drinking problem” to her being drawn 
into Queens’ (her mother) misunderstandings with the rest of 
the wives, fans were hooked.

The season was filled with high and low moments for Nonku. 
But she stood her ground, through.

She confirmed that Jochella was a low moment for her on the 
show, a moment that actually had her ready to quit the show.

She added that she was always responsible when she drank 
when filming, to the point where she would even organise a 
driver for herself.

At Jochella, Nonku was not drinking but things went pear-
shaped after Sorisha pulled her aside to talk about her drink-
ing. The moment didn’t sit well with Nonku and she certainly 
felt that Sorisha was influenced by the other ladies.

“Then I had no idea that the ladies were talking behind my 
back but when Sorisha confronted me, I just knew that they 
had ganged up and she was just the one to do the confrontation.

“I was really upset; I was so upset I confronted them and 
showed them and I was hurt. I wasn’t rude. I sat them down 
and told them there is something I need to get off my chest, I’m 
not okay with this and that.

“While I was talking, they were busy laughing and that’s 
when I stood up and I walked out. I cried, I was so ready to 
quit the show, that’s how upset I was. I took off the mic and just 
threw it on the floor and said I’m done, I’m leaving,” Nonku 
shares.

Not all doom and gloom, though. She has had her share of 
highlights such as when she allowed herself to be vulnerable.

In Sun City, Nonku opened up to Sorisha Naidoo, and the mo-
ment was a “surprise” for Nonku. The moment was certainly 
unexpected as the ladies go from talking about Sorisha’s big 
room to Nonku opening up.

“I don’t know where those tears came from and also when 
we were sitting by the pool. I just find myself opening up, I 
think that was one of my highlights because I don’t do that. 
Nonku Williams doesn’t crash. So, the fact that I could be so 
vulnerable in front of these ladies, knowing what they are ca-
pable of,” she shares.

Nonku adds that through opening up, she gained her power 
back and I have to agree. After all, when she did open up, the 
ladies were able to understand her better.

Londie London was even able to give her that much needed 
apology.

Nonku admits that when the ladies are in a group setting, 
they are able to influence each other and she prefers interact-
ing with the ladies one on one, as that is when they get to under-
stand each other better.

She makes an example of how her friendship with Jojo kicked 
off on a rocky note but now they get along very well and have 
become “friends” outside of the show.

They WhatsApp each other, meet up for lunch and are even 
planning to have a playdate.

Another housewife that Nonku has become friends with is 
Thobile Khumalo.

“I think the reason that Thobile was not seen a lot is because 
she was not a part of the gossip. I mean, hello, they were talking 
about Nonku this, Nonku that and she has nothing to say about 
Nonku.”

This season Nonku’s mom rubbed Annie Mthembu and 
Londie London up the wrong way after they misheard her at 
Nonku’s “spring has sprung” soirée.

I had to ask Nonku how her mom is handling the spotlight, 
especially the social media attention.

“uMa (mom) loves attention, but she’s also sensitive,” Nonku 
says.

Filming a show such as RHOD is a full-time job and it comes 
with its own pressures. Only time will tell if the producers will 
come knocking on Nonku’s door again.

Will she say yes?
“I don’t know at this stage,” she admits when answering the 

burning question that many of us want the answer to.
“I will know obviously if it comes back and they approach 

me.”
Nonku runs three businesses and she is working hard on get-

ting her wine listed in top restaurants and she is also a mom, 
there is a lot to the sharp shooter. — IOL Entertainment
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As the Zondo Commission reports show, it 
may be time to curb the President’s powers

CYRIL Ramaphosa.

Alexandra Willis

IN summary, the Zondo Commission has 
found that former president Jacob Zuma 
was a key player in State Capture, facili-

tated in large part by his appointment and 
dismissal of important state functionaries. 
Written against the backdrop of Nelson Man-
dela’s formidable reputation, the South Afri-
can Constitution allows for a hefty concentra-
tion of power in the hands of the president. 
Those who have succeeded Mandela have 
demonstrated that this faith in the head of 
state was misplaced.

The Constitution’s various subsections in 
regard to the president’s appointments in 
public service, police, intelligence and public 
state entities, stipulate that the requirements 
are to meet the somewhat arbitrary standard 
of being a “fit and proper” person.

A naïve reading of the Constitution suggests 
that it confers only reasonable powers on the 
president; powers which exist within a care-
fully balanced system separating the capaci-
ties of the three spheres of government. In 
line with modern law around the world, the 
Constitution attempts to place some restric-
tions on the president’s powers by requiring 
that he or she “consult” with executive depu-
ty president(s) and other members of Cabinet 
in matters of executive decision-making. The 
Constitution also requires the “approval” of 
other executive decisions by the National As-
sembly in other contexts.

For other appointments, however, the pres-
ident appears to have the power to appoint 
state functionaries subject only to his deter-
mination that they possess certain qualifica-
tions and are fit and proper persons to hold 
that office.

A closer reading of the Constitution togeth-
er with the realities that have emerged from 
the State Capture enquiry reveals that a klep-
tocracy under the Zuma administration was 
made possible without violation of the writ-
ten law. This arose partially through misuse 
of the executive powers conferred upon the 
president to appoint or dismiss state function-
aries.

The limitations on the authority of the 
president in the 1996 Constitution appear 
to assume a soundness of moral character 
in the incumbent, not to speak of an ability 
to rationally apply his or her mind to what 
constitutes fitness for high office. Implicit is a 
“trickle-down” effect: if the president makes 
appointments “in good faith” of “fit and prop-
er” persons with proven competence in the 
relevant positions, then good governance is 
assumed to follow.

Alas, the inverse is also true, as has been il-
lustrated under the Zuma administration.

The 1996 Constitution — the one that cur-
rently applies — was finalised during the 
presidency of Nelson Mandela. The drafters 
of the Constitution did not give adequate con-
sideration to the possibility that Mandela’s 
successors may not be cut from the same 
moral cloth. Limits to presidential powers to 
appoint that could readily be abused were 
therefore not set. As the president has the 
power to appoint certain functionaries, sub-
ject only to the loose and ex post facto control 
of legality, it is to be expected that he or she 
would choose people aligned with his or her 
vision and policies.

The president’s powers to 
appoint (and dismiss)

Section 84(1) of the Constitution, titled Pow-
ers and Functions of the President, provides 
that the president “has the powers entrusted 
by the Constitution and legislation, including 
those necessary to perform the functions of 
Head of State and head of the national ex-
ecutive”. Further to this, section 85(2)(e) of 
the Constitution provides that the president 
exercises executive authority by performing 
“any other executive function provided for in 
the Constitution or in national legislation”. As 
head of the executive, the president is given 
the responsibility to appoint Cabinet and to 
influence the Cabinet’s appointment of senior 
officials in the public service and state-owned 
enterprises.

In Chapter nine’s “general provisions” on 
appointments in section 193(4) the Consti-
tution stipulates that the president, “on the 
recommendation of the National Assembly”, 
must appoint the Public Protector, the Audi-
tor-General and members of commissions.

The president has power to appoint mem-
bers of public bodies, or “organs of state”. Sec-
tion 239(1) defines an “organ of state” as “(a) 
any department of state or administration in 
the national, provincial or local sphere of gov-
ernment” and (b) “any other functionary or 
institution”. Below are some examples of the 
president’s boundless powers to appoint and 
dismiss state functionaries.

Auditor General
Section 193(3) states that the Auditor General 
is required to be “a woman or a man who is 
a South African citizen and a fit and proper 
person to hold that office”. Further to this, it 
provides that “specialised knowledge of, or 
experience in, auditing, state finances and 
public administration must be given due re-
gard in appointing the Auditor-General”.
National Director of Public Prosecutions

The Constitution in section 179 states that the 
prosecuting authority consists of a) the Na-
tional Director of Public Prosecutions (NDPP) 
and b) Directors of Public Prosecutions and 
prosecutors. The latter are determined by an 
act of Parliament, but the NDPP, as the head 
of the prosecuting authority, is appointed by 
the president. The national legislature (Par-
liament) is required to “ensure that directors 
“are appropriately qualified [and] are re-
sponsible for prosecutions in specific jurisdic-
tions (…)”.

While it may be assumed that the NDPP’s 
requirements for appointment (by the presi-
dent) implicitly follow the same stipulations 
as that of the directors appointed by Parlia-
ment as per the 1996 Constitution, this is not 
stated plainly. Nevertheless, the 1998 Na-
tional Prosecuting Act appears to clear this 
up in its section 12(6) delineation that “any 
person appointed an NDPP must be: a fit and 
proper person with due regard to his or her 
experience, consciousness and integrity to be 
entrusted with the responsibility of the office 
concerned”.

Despite this post-constitutional clarifica-
tion, the fact remains that it is stipulated 
in black letters that the appointment of the 
NDPP is at the sole discretion of the president. 
The implication thereof is that the president 
has the power of influence to steer NPA cases 
in the direction that works in his or her fa-
vour, thereby tarnishing the constitutionally 
provided independence of the institution.

The National Commissioner of Police
Section 207 (1) of the Constitution states that 
“the president as head of the national execu-
tive must appoint a woman or a man as the 
National Commissioner of the police service, 
to control and manage the police service”. 

Further to this, the section confers responsi-
bility on the National Commissioner to “ex-
ercise control over and manage the police 
service in accordance with the national polic-
ing policy and the directions of the Cabinet 
member responsible for policing. Section 207 
goes on to list the responsibilities of the Police 
Commissioner but is not otherwise specific as 
to his or her requirements for appointment.

It may be assumed that constitutional re-
quirements for the Police Commissioner’s ap-
pointment — such as having relevant qualifi-
cations or policing experience, as well as be-
ing considered a “fit and proper” person are 
implicit in section 193’s “general provisions” 
in Chapter Nine State Institutions Support-
ing Constitutional Democracy. Therein it is 
stated that “members of any Commission es-
tablished by this Chapter must be women or 
men who are (a) South African citizens (b) are 
fit and proper persons to hold the particular 
office and (c) comply with any other require-
ments prescribed by national legislation. In 
section 207(3), the responsibility of the Na-
tional Commissioner to appoint a person as 
the Provincial Commissioner must be done in 
agreement with the concurrence of the pro-
vincial executive.

The problem is obvious. Should the National 
Commissioner be inadequately vetted by a 
president whose standards of propriety are 
lacking in certain respects, the scope for bad 
appointments down the line is very real.

Head of Intelligence
As with the powers afforded to the president 
to appoint the NDPP and the National Police 
Commissioner, similar limitlessness applies 
to that of heads of intelligence services.

In section 209, the Constitution states that 
“any intelligence service, other than any intel-
ligence division of the defence force or police 
service, may be established only by the presi-
dent, as head of the national executive, and 
only in terms of national legislation”.

Section 210 attempts to give some room for 
some limitation on the president’s power of 
appointment of intelligence bosses, stating 
that “national legislation must regulate the 
objects, powers and functions of the intelli-
gence services, including any intelligence di-
vision of the defence force or police service”.

Nevertheless, the sentence that follows re-
fers back to the president stating that national 
legislation “must provide for civilian moni-
toring of the activities of those services by 
an inspector appointed by the president […] 
and approved by a resolution adopted by the 
National Assembly with a supporting vote of 
at least two-thirds of its members”. The truth, 

however, is that processes of achieving con-
sensus from the National Assembly are ren-
dered meaningless if the Assembly is largely 
loyal to the president.

Chapter 9 institutions
Similarly, requirements for appointments 
for the positions of the Public Protector and 
members of commissions are that they are 
women or men who “are South African citi-
zens; are fit and proper persons to hold the 
particular office; and comply with any other 
requirements prescribed by national legisla-
tion” (s193(1)).

Most of the above appointments (and re-
movals), although made ultimately by the 
president, are the culmination of a process 
through which candidates for appointment 
are subjected to professional, committee, leg-
islative, media and public recommendation 
and scrutiny. This is particularly true in re-
gard to Chapter 9 institutions.

In Chapter 9 Section 193(5), it provides that 
“the National Assembly must recommend 
persons who are (a) nominated by a commit-
tee of the Assembly proportionally composed 
of members of all parties represented in the 
Assembly; and (b) approved by the Assembly 
by a resolution adopted with a supporting 
vote of at least 60 per cent of the members 
of the Assembly, if the recommendation con-
cerns the appointment of the Public Protector 
or the Auditor-General; or of a majority of the 
members of the Assembly.” Moreover, 193(6) 
states that “the involvement of civil society 
in the recommendation process may be pro-
vided for (…)”.

Similarly, the president also appoints judg-
es to the courts deemed “fit and proper” by 
the Judicial Service Commission (JSC) and 
whose profiles are made public by the me-
dia in the run-up to the date of appointment. 
Deficiencies in candidates for a commission 
appointment have a good chance of being ex-
posed during this process.

Should the president persist in appointing 
a person whose lack of quality has become 
obvious during the process of appointment, 
evidentiary material exists to challenge the 
exercise of the president’s prerogative to ap-
point them. The selection procedure is more 
unilateral when it comes to certain state func-
tionaries in the public administration.

The rule of law and the implicit 
dicta of ‘acting in good faith’

Section 96(2)(b) of the Constitution provides 
that the president is not to act in a manner 
which exposes himself or herself to any situ-
ation involving the risk of a conflict between 
their official responsibilities and their private 
interests. The capture and implosion of the 
South African state at the hands of president 
Jacob Zuma and his allied forces is an affront 
to Section 96(1). The avoidance of a conflict of 
interest is a universal moral standard.

The same principle, assumed on the part of 
the drafters of the 1996 Constitution, applies 
to the written law of the Constitution at large 
with specific regard to duties and responsibil-
ities conferred to the president and his or her 
chosen people to care for the state.

The office of the president in South Africa 
is, of course, not merely a constitutional con-
struction but is also deeply political. The in-
cumbent is head of the national executive and 
therefore tied into the business of “politics as 
usual”. The Constitution is insufficiently pre-
cise in circumscribing the president’s powers. 
It is thus often left to the courts to impose limi-
tations on the exercise of presidential powers, 
a situation that in itself leaves much to be de-
sired in terms of the separation of powers.

There are various statutes that deal specifi-
cally with the particular positions in the intel-
ligence and policing sectors and so on. The 
relevant provisions here are: sections 33,34 
and 85(2), and 209(2) of the Constitution, sec-
tion 12(2) of the Public Service Act (PSA), and 
section 6(2)(c) of the Promotion of Adminis-
trative Justice Act, 8 2000 (Paja).

The law on public administration
It is therefore plain that the Constitution and 
applicable statutes give the president exten-
sive power to appoint certain functionaries. 
In accordance with the strict application of 
the principle of separation of powers of the 
legislature, the judiciary and the executive, 
the Constitution only allows for judicial re-
view “on narrow grounds and constitutes ex-
ecutive action and not administrative action”.

Continues on page 17 . . . 
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Weekend 
Girl

NEO Nay Makhetha is a 23-year-old Chartered Accountancy student at the Centre of Accounting Studies (CAS) in Maseru. She aspires to become a rich woman who can 
provide for her family through hard work. Her motto is: “Self-love is the highest frequency that attracts everything you desire”.
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Yourstars

Stranger
than

Fiction

The 13-year-old who just got 
his college degree in physics

Aries - March 21 - April 20
YFamily responsibilities are mounting. You may 
feel that someone at work is holding you back. 
Don’t expect others to live up to their promises 
and you won’t be disappointed or find yourself 
stuck with delays. Empty promises and a lack of 
cash may put a damper on your plans.
Your lucky day this week will be Tuesday.
 
Taurus - April 21 - May 20
You must make them stand on their own two 
feet regardless of how much you want to make 
things better for them. Luck is with you, regard-
less of the financial venture. Romantic relation-
ships could be under pressure. Don’t let others 
try to create unwarranted guilt if you can’t meet 
their demands.
Your lucky day this week will be Tuesday.

Gemini - May 21 - June 21
Do not overspend on entertainment. You could 
find that children will be a handful. Involvement 
with prestigious organisations will be to your ad-
vantage. Female colleagues may be able to help 
you get the job done. You may be the recipient of 
false information.
Your lucky day this week will be Thursday.

Cancer - June 22 - July 22
Situations could easily get blown out of propor-
tion if you have made unreasonable promises. 
Luck is with you, regardless of the financial ven-
ture. Try to enlist the help of those you trust in 
order to fulfill the demands being made of you. 
Family outings that aren’t expensive will be en-
joyable and help strengthen ties.
Your lucky day this week will be Friday.

Leo - July 23 -August 22
Try not to make waves. Sign up for courses that 
will help you understand yourself better. Be-
ware of colleagues who don’t have your best in-
terests in mind. Difficulties with females you live 
with could cause emotional stress.
Your lucky day this week will be Thursday.

Virgo - August 23 - September 22
Update and review your personal investments. 
You can make or break your personal relation-
ship this week. You may find that your generos-
ity has been taken for granted. You must be care-
ful not to ignore the needs of the youngsters in 
your family.
Your lucky day this week will be Friday.

Libra - September 23 - October 22
Your reputation may be at stake if you partake in 
gossip. Competitive games will be your forte. Be 
sure to take care of the needs of your immediate 
loved ones first. Pleasure trips will be emotion-
ally favourable.
Your lucky day this week will be Monday.

Scorpio - October 23 - November 21
Expect to have more people on your domestic 
scene. Problems with female members of your 
family may play on your emotions. The knowl-
edge you have will enhance your reputation. 
Sudden romantic encounters will set your head 
spinning.
Your lucky day this week will be Monday.

Sagittarius - November 22 - December 20
You’ll be dropping friends for no apparent rea-
son. You will find the perfect outfit if you shop 
this week. Uncertainties are still prevailing. You 
should make special plans for you and your 
lover.
Your lucky day this week will be Friday.

Capricorn - December 21 - January 19
Pleasure trips will be a form of healing for your 
emotional state of mind. Someone is trying to 
pull the wool over your eyes, and if you’re gulli-
ble, it may cost you. Listen to the advice given by 
others. Older members of your family may try to 
take advantage of you.
Your lucky day this week will be Thursday.

Aquarius - January 20 - February 18
You don’t want to give anyone fuel for the fire. 
Don’t be too hard on yourself. You will have an 
interest in foreigners and their cultures. This 
will not be the time to give too much to your chil-
dren.
Your lucky day this week will be Sunday.

Pisces - February 19 - March 20
You won’t have much time for your mate this 
week. You can mesmerise anyone you meet 
with your cultured attitude and outlook. You 
can form new partnerships, but don’t move too 
quickly; things may not be as they appear. You 
will learn easily if you put forth an effort.
Your lucky day this week will be Sunday.

A CHILD science prodigy has wowed 
his professors and classmates by be-
coming a college graduate at the age 

of 13. Elliott Tanner recently graduated 
from the University of Minnesota with a 
bachelor’s degree in physics, with a minor 
in mathematics. 

“I feel ecstatic,” Elliott, a Minnesota resi-
dent, told Live Science. “It is a truly surreal 
experience.”

Though incredible, this achievement 
does not make Elliott the youngest college 
graduate in U.S. history. That title belongs 
to Michael Kearney, who graduated from 
the University of South Alabama with a 
bachelor’s degree in anthropology in 1992 
at the age of 10, according to the BBC. 

Elliott’s parents are “incredibly proud” of 
the hard work and dedication he displayed 
to get his degree at such a young age and 
are pleased that he has become an inspira-
tion to lots of people. 

“While he has an amazing capacity to 
learn, he’s also a kind and funny human 
being,” Michelle Tanner, Elliott’s mom, told 
Live Science. 

“He inspires us to be better people every 
day.”

Elliott plans to earn a doctorate if his 
parents can raise the necessary funds. In 
the future, Elliott aims to be a professor at 
the University of Minnesota and become an 
expert in high-energy theoretical physics, 
the study of the most elementary building 
blocks of matter and the fundamental forc-
es between them. 

“I can’t wait to get started,” he said. 

Age is just a number 
Elliott’s parents first realised their son was 
gifted before he started school; he displayed 
remarkable language and math skills from 
the age of 3. When he was 5, Elliott enrolled 
in his local kindergarten but was quickly 
taken out of school when it became clear 
that a traditional education experience 
would not be a good fit for him. 

“He was talking about particle accelera-
tors when he was 5-years-old, when other 
kids were pretending to be Superman on 
the playground,” Michelle said.

Elliott was then home schooled by his 
parents, who supported his inquisitive na-
ture and appetite for knowledge on their 
own. The pair tried to limit Elliott to the cur-
riculum of his peers, but despite their best 
efforts, he advanced at an astonishing rate.

“Elliott ended up learning and consum-
ing information quicker than we could pro-
vide it,” Tanner said. 

“His room was filled with textbooks 
that he would read immediately.” He of-
ten chose to spend his birthday money on 

books instead of toys or games, she added.
By age 9, Elliott had already completed 

most of the normal high school curriculum, 
and his parents were struggling to keep up 
with him. So they enrolled him at his local 
community college. “As parents, we were 
terrified,” Tanner said. 

“But he excelled, and the school adminis-
tration and other students took him under 
their wings.”

It was at community college that Elliott 
really forged his passion for physics. 

“For a long time, I wanted to be a math-
ematician,” Elliott said. 

“Then I was exposed to a physics class 
that really intrigued and inspired me to 
learn more about the secrets of the world.” 

A unique college experience 
When he was 11 years old, Elliott trans-
ferred to the University of Minnesota to 
start studying physics and math. The ease 
with which Elliott transitioned to college 
life came as a shock to his professors and 
his significantly older classmates.

“There is sometimes a short period of 
confusion as to why I am there (in class), 
but that wears off quickly,” Elliott said. 

Although his college experience is a little 
different from that of his classmates, Elliott 
still hangs out with his peers in the student 
lounge, discussing homework, debating 
physics topics or watching movies.

“Being exposed to people that are just as 
passionate about physics as he is has been 
incredibly rewarding for him,” Tanner said. 

“It satisfies his mind to be able to dive 
deep in with others at his level and learn 
from amazing scientists.”

Elliott has also had to deal with the media 
coverage that comes with being a prodigy. 
He is often compared to Sheldon Cooper, 
the main character in “The Big Bang Theo-
ry” spin-off “Young Sheldon,” and he said he 
has even become friends with Iain Armit-
age, the actor that plays Young Sheldon. 

“Young Sheldon has shown some of the 
hardships I have faced,” Elliott said. 

“And I do appreciate seeing other gifted 

people on shows.”

Still a normal kid 
One of the biggest challenges Elliott and his 
family have faced is criticism, especially 
online, from people who do not understand 
his situation and make snap judgments 
about what his life must be like. 

“People seem to have a preconceived no-
tion that Elliott’s childhood has been stolen 
from him,” Tanner said. 

“People also assume he must be lacking 
in social skills.” But this couldn’t be “further 
from the truth,” she added.

However, Elliott has always enjoyed in-
teracting with kids his own age, Tanner 
said. He loves playing with other neigh-
bourhood children, doing stuff like building 
cardboard armour making board games, 
visiting amusement parks and playing 
“Dungeons and Dragons.” 

And just like the other kids, Elliott goes 
trick-or-treating on Halloween, but with a 
decidedly academic twist: He dresses up 
as Albert Einstein or theoretical physicist 
Richard Feynman, his favourite scientist. 

What next? 
Elliott has been accepted into the Universi-
ty of Minnesota’s physics doctoral program 
and is due to start his doctorate in the next 
academic year. Unfortunately, his accept-
ance into the program has not come with 
the financial support students would nor-
mally receive. 

Usually, the university provides students 
with a package that includes a stipend (ba-
sic salary), health insurance and a tuition 
waiver. In this case, however, the physics 
department opted not to because they have 
apprehensions about giving Elliott teaching 
responsibilities, which is a big part of the 
program. 

The decision came as a surprise to Elli-
ott’s parents, who were relying on the grant 
to support Elliott’s education. They estimate 
that the entire doctoral program will cost 
around $90,000 to complete.

“We never imagined sending a 9-year-old 
to college, let alone a 13-year-old to gradu-
ate school, so we never had the time to 
build up a college fund,” Tanner said. The 
only option left was to start a GoFundMe 
campaign, she added.

As of April 28, Elliott’s GoFundMe 
page has raised more than $28,000, which 
means that he should at least be able to 
complete the first year. 

“We are so grateful that our friends, fam-
ily, community and the general public have 
supported Elliott,” Tanner said. 

“He wouldn’t be able to continue his stud-
ies without the support.” — Live Science

ELLIOTT Tanner has just graduated from the University of Minnesota with a degree in physics aged 13.



Sunday Express  May  8  -  14  2022                               Swearing-in of Judges in pictures  15

HIS Majesty King Letsie III (right) and Prime Minister Moeketsi Majoro follow proceedings during the swearing-in of judges at the Royal Palace on Wednesday.

PRIME Minister Moeketsi Majoro (right) greets Chief Justice Sakoane Sakoane while Speaker of 
Parliament Sephiri Motanyane looks-on.

JUSTICE Tšeliso Mokoko takes the oath of office at the Royal Palace on Wednesday.

NEWLY appointed judge ‘Mabatšoeneng Hlaele with ABC leader Nkaku Kabi at the swearing-in 
ceremony.
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Estimates show 15 million people 
have died directly or indirectly 

from coronavirus: WHO

NEW estimates from the World 
Health Organisation (WHO) 
show that the full death toll as-

sociated directly or indirectly with 
the COVID-19 pandemic (described 
as “excess mortality”) between 1 
January 2020 and 31 December 
2021 was approximately 14.9 mil-
lion (range 13.3 million to 16.6 mil-
lion).  

“These sobering data not only 
point to the impact of the pandemic 
but also to the need for all countries 
to invest in more resilient health 
systems that can sustain essential 
health services during crises, in-
cluding stronger health information 
systems,” said Dr Tedros Adhanom 
Ghebreyesus, WHO Director-Gen-
eral. 

“WHO is committed to working 
with all countries to strengthen 
their health information systems to 
generate better data for better deci-
sions and better outcomes.”

Excess mortality is calculated as 
the difference between the number 
of deaths that have occurred and 
the number that would be expect-
ed in the absence of the pandemic 
based on data from earlier years. 

Excess mortality includes deaths 

associated with COVID-19 directly 
(due to the disease) or indirectly 
(due to the pandemic’s impact on 
health systems and society). Deaths 
linked indirectly to COVID-19 are 
attributable to other health condi-
tions for which people were unable 
to access prevention and treatment 
because health systems were over-
burdened by the pandemic. 

The estimated number of excess 
deaths can be influenced also by 
deaths averted during the pan-
demic due to lower risks of certain 
events, like motor-vehicle accidents 
or occupational injuries. 

Most of the excess deaths (84 
percent) are concentrated in South-
East Asia, Europe, and the Ameri-
cas. Some 68 percent of excess 
deaths are concentrated in just 10 
countries globally. Middle-income 
countries account for 81 percent of 
the 14.9 million excess deaths (53 
percent in lower-middle-income 
countries and 28 percent in upper-
middle-income countries) over the 
24-month period, with high-income 
and low-income countries each ac-
counting for 15 percent and 4 per-
cent, respectively. 

The estimates for a 24-month 

period (2020 and 2021) include a 
breakdown of excess mortality by 
age and sex. They confirm that the 
global death toll was higher for 
men than for women (57 percent 
male, 43 percent female) and higher 
among older adults. The absolute 
count of the excess deaths is affect-
ed by the population size. The num-
ber of excess deaths per 100,000 
gives a more objective picture of the 
pandemic than reported COVID-19 
mortality data.

“Measurement of excess mortal-
ity is an essential component to 
understand the impact of the pan-
demic. Shifts in mortality trends 
provide decision-makers informa-
tion to guide policies to reduce mor-
tality and effectively prevent future 
crises. 

“Because of limited investments 
in data systems in many countries, 
the true extent of excess mortal-
ity often remains hidden,” said Dr 
Samira Asma, Assistant Director-
General for Data, Analytics and De-
livery at WHO. 

“These new estimates use the best 
available data and have been pro-
duced using a robust methodology 
and a completely transparent ap-

proach.”
“Data is the foundation of our 

work every day to promote health, 
keep the world safe, and serve the 
vulnerable. We know where the 
data gaps are, and we must collec-
tively intensify our support to coun-
tries, so that every country has the 
capability to track outbreaks in real-
time, ensure delivery of essential 
health services, and safeguard pop-
ulation health,” said Dr Ibrahima 
Socé Fall, Assistant Director-General 
for Emergency Response. 

The production of these estimates 
is a result of a global collaboration 
supported by the work of the Tech-
nical Advisory Group for COVID-19 
Mortality Assessment and country 
consultations. 

This group, convened jointly by 
the WHO and the United Nations 
Department of Economic and Social 
Affairs (UN DESA), consists of many 
of the world’s leading experts, who 
developed an innovative methodol-
ogy to generate comparable mortal-
ity estimates even where data are 
incomplete or unavailable. 

This methodology has been in-
valuable as many countries still lack 
capacity for reliable mortality sur-

veillance and therefore do not col-
lect and generate the data needed 
to calculate excess mortality. Using 
the publicly available methodology, 
countries can use their own data to 
generate or update their own esti-
mates. 

“The United Nations system is 
working together to deliver an au-
thoritative assessment of the global 
toll of lives lost from the pandemic. 
This work is an important part of 
UN DESA’s ongoing collaboration 
with WHO and other partners to im-
prove global mortality estimates,” 
said Mr Liu Zhenmin, United Na-
tions Under-Secretary-General for 
Economic and Social Affairs. 

Mr Stefan Schweinfest, Direc-
tor of the Statistics Division of UN 
DESA, added: “Data deficiencies 
make it difficult to assess the true 
scope of a crisis, with serious conse-
quences for people’s lives. The pan-
demic has been a stark reminder of 
the need for better coordination of 
data systems within countries and 
for increased international support 
for building better systems, includ-
ing for the registration of deaths 
and other vital events.” 

— WHO

BEREAVED families walk past London’s COVID Memorial Wall in March this year.
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EMMERSON Mnangagwa.

Mnangagwa claims he is being sabotaged 
by his enemies who want to topple him

. . . From page 12

Former Deputy Chief Justice Dik-
gang Moseneke in the Constitu-
tional Court case between Masetlha 
and the President of South Africa 
(2007) writes that “it is clear that 
the Constitution and the legislative 
scheme give the president a special 
power to appoint and that it is only 
reviewable on narrow grounds and 
constitutes executive action and not 
administrative action”.

In other words, for a court of law 
to question the constitutional va-
lidity of the president’s pardoning 
power largely sits on the testabil-
ity of whether the decision-making 
(with regard to appointing or dis-
missing) amounts to conduct of an 
“executive” power, rather than ad-
ministrative. That is, if a particular 
appointment or dismissal consti-
tutes an executive decision, it can-
not easily be revoked.

If, however, it characteristically 
amounts to “administrative action”, 
it can be reviewed through its test-
ability under the Promotion of Ad-
ministrative Justice Act (2000) (Paja) 
read together with whichever act is 
applicable to the specific job post in 
question.

The aforementioned case in 2007 
between then-president Thabo 
Mbeki and former Director-General 
of the National Intelligence Agency, 
Billy Masetlha is one of two Consti-
tutional Court judgments that are 
most often cited with regard to the 
president’s powers.

The other, which was also against 

Mbeki, is the President of the Repub-
lic of South Africa vs the South Afri-
can Rugby Union in 1999. It must be 
stressed that neither of these cases 
reflect on the president’s discretion 
in making their appointments. They 
exclusively deal with the conditions 
upon which the president’s powers 
to dismiss — “an essential corol-
lary of the power to appoint” (DCJ 
Moseneke) — can be questioned or 
rendered invalid.

In the case between the presi-
dent and Masetlha, Moseneke DCJ 
reminds that “it is important to 
understand that section 1 of Paja 
expressly excludes, from the pur-
view of administrative action” ex-
ecutive powers or functions of the 
president “referred to in section 
85(2)(e)”. The implication thereof is 
that “presidential decisions which 
constitute the exercise of executive 
powers and functions under section 
85(2)(e) are clearly not susceptible 
to administrative review under the 
tenets of Paja even if they otherwise 
constitute administrative action”.

Matsetlha’s application for the 
Constitutional Court to review and 
set aside his dismissal was based 
on the grounds that his dismissal 
did not comply with the procedural 
fairness requirements of the Paja, 
or alternatively with the principle of 
legality, or further alternatively, rec-
ognised by our common law.

Judge Moseneke, agreeing with 
the high court’s prior judgment, 
ruled in favour of the president on 
the premise that the dismissal of 
Masetlha was an exercise of execu-

tive power in terms of s 85(2)(e) of 
the Constitution, and was, as such, 
excluded from the definition of “ad-
ministrative action” under s 1 of the 
Paja. Judge Moseneke concluded 
that the president had the implicit 
power to dismiss Masetlha when it 
came to amending his term of of-
fice, in terms of section 209(2) of 
the Constitution, read together with 
section 3(3)(a) of the Intelligence 
Services Act 65 of 2002.

Judge Moseneke rejected Masetl-
ha’s law argument on the basis of 
“the special legal relationship that 
obtains between the president as 
head of the national executive, on 
the one hand, and the Director-Gen-
eral of an intelligence agency, on the 
other”, and, because the president’s 
power to dismiss derives from na-
tional legislation and the Consti-
tution. Judge Moseneke reasoned 
that the powers of the president to 
appoint and dismiss should be sub-
ordinate to the principle of legality.

Constitutional Court Judge Sand-
ile Ngcobo in his minority judge-
ment (with which his colleague 
Judge Tholie Madala concurred) 
agreed that the president had the 
implicit power to dismiss Masetlha, 
but disagreed that the president 
could unilaterally alter Masetlha’s 
term of office without consulting 
Masetlha, finding that the presi-
dent’s failure to consult was incon-
sistent with the rule of law.

In considering whether the prin-
ciple of legality, an aspect of the rule 
of law, has a “procedural compo-
nent”, Judge Ngcobo held that “in 

the context of the Constitution”, the 
rule of law refers to “a wider con-
cept and a deeper principle” than 
mere non-rational decisions: that 
of “fundamental fairness”. Judge 
Ngcobo contended that the require-
ment of “fundamental fairness” 
ought to extend to the exercise of 
executive powers because “those 
who exercise public power must act 
fairly”.

He continued further by observ-
ing that acting fairly would involve 
decision-makers being afforded 
“the opportunity to hear the side 
of the individual to be affected by 
the decision” and would enable de-
cision-makers “to make a decision 
after considering all relevant facts 
and circumstances” which would 
serve to minimise arbitrariness.

The above case followed an ear-
lier judgment of the Constitutional 
Court involving the South African 
Rugby Union (Saru), where the po-
sition was summarised thus: “The 
exercise of the powers must not 
infringe any provision of the Bill of 
Rights; the exercise of the powers is 
also clearly constrained by the prin-
ciple of legality and, as is implicit 
in the Constitution, the president 
must act in good faith and must not 
misconstrue the powers. These are 
significant constraints upon the ex-
ercise of the president’s power.” 

In the Saru case, the court explic-
itly distinguished between executive 
and administrative action. It held 
that the power in question was con-
ferred upon the president and that 
it was an original power, derived di-

As the Zondo Commission reports show, it 
may be time to curb the President’s powers

rectly from the Constitution.
In that particular case, the court 

said that the constraints on the ex-
ercise of the president’s power were 
to include the principle of legality 
and expressed the opinion that as 
was “implicit in the Constitution, 
the president must act in good faith 
and must not misconstrue [his/her] 
powers”. Acting “in good faith” is, 
however, a necessary but not suf-
ficient requirement of the exercise 
of presidential powers of appoint-
ment being consistent with the rule 
of law.

Supreme Court of Appeal judge 
and law professor Clive Plasket, 
writing in the Annual Survey of 
South African Law in 2008, made 
a principled argument against the 
Deputy Chief Justice’s majority judg-
ment in the 2007 case between the 
president and Masetlha. Plasket de-
scribes Judge Moseneke finding that 
procedural fairness is not a compo-
nent of the rule of law as “simply 
wrong”. He emphasises that “the 
very theory of the rule of law, but 
for that pale version that would 
have legitimised the law of Nazi 
Germany and Apartheid South Af-
rica, includes procedural fairness.”

Accordingly, amendments to the 
Constitution could be made in order 
to limit the scope of the president’s 
power of appointments, especially 
with regard to sensitive security 
institutions. These amendments 
should provide that the appoint-
ment of all state functionaries 
must be made subject to a public 
process, with parliamentary over-
sight, wherein the relative merits 
of a candidate are first thoroughly 
scrutinised. The report of the Zondo 
commission is instructive. — DM

Alexandra Willis is the Brenthurst 
Foundation’s Machel-Mandela 
Research Fellow.

PRESIDENT Emmerson 
Mnangagwa claims his 
faltering administration, 

presiding over an extraordi-
nary economic crisis, is be-
ing sabotaged by his enemies 
who are seeking to dislodge 
him from power.

He was addressing the 
7th Zanu PF youth league 
conference in Harare 
Wednesday.

He claimed his enemies 
are working closely with 
some businesspeople to stir 
the country into some in 
instability through unwar-
ranted price hikes.

He asked the youths to 
be vigilant and expose 
those businesses, referring 
to them as counter-revolu-
tionaries.

“We are aware that 
there are people who are 
working with detractors to 
bring about regime change 
through the manipulation 
of our exchange rate and 
unjustified price hikes,” 
Mnangagwa said.

“My government is seized 
with this matter and perpe-
trators will soon be brought 
to book. I exhort the youth 
of our country to be vigi-
lant and help expose all the 
deviant malcontents and 
counter-revolutionaries.”

Last year, the govern-
ment caused the arrest of 
several top company ex-
ecutives on allegations of 
manipulating the exchange 
rate.

Zimbabwe is in the grip 

of a spiralling inflation 
which has seen prices of 
basic foodstuffs, school fees 
and other social services 
skyrocketing, while salaries 
and disposable incomes re-
main stagnant.

Civil servants, including 
teachers and nurses, are 
planning a national shut-
down next Monday in pro-
test over economic hard-
ships and transport crisis.

In the face of calls by 
teachers and nurses to 
down tools over poor sala-
ries, Mnangagwa told thou-
sands of youths that they 
should create their own 
jobs instead of aspiring to 
be teachers or nurses.

“Growing up we aspired 
to be teachers and nurses, 
that must change, the days 
for you to line up and seek 
jobs are fading ... 

“I thus expect to see the 
emergence of a crop of 
young versatile entrepre-
neurs who will help leap-
frog our economic growth 
and emerge as the country’s 
millionaires,” Mnangagwa 
said.

Mnangagwa said the 
youths had a key role to 
play in rebuilding the econ-
omy.

“I further challenge you 
to learn from our liberation 
struggle and be rest assured 
that under the second re-
public no one will be left 
behind. We should build 
our own country,” he said. 

— New Zimbabwe
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Cardinal: Pope OK’d spending 
1M euros to free kidnapped nun

GLORIA Cecilia Narvaez.

How US policy on abortion affects women in Africa
Boniface Ushie/Kenneth Juma

POLICIES and decisions made in the Unit-
ed States echo around the world and of-
ten have widespread implications. Take 

sexual and reproductive health, for example. 
Decisions made in the US have caused, and 
could cause, severe damage to progress in ac-
cess to these services in developing countries.

The first US policy with implications for 
healthcare in other countries is the global 
gag rule, first enacted by Ronald Reagan in 
1984. Under this policy, non-US organisations 
that receive US government funding cannot 
provide, refer for, or promote abortion as a 
method of family planning. Successive US 
presidents have decided whether to enact or 
revoke the policy. President Joe Biden set it 
aside when he took office in 2021.

The second is the decision before the US Su-
preme Court on the right of women to choose 
abortion. Recently leaked documents suggest 
the court may overturn the landmark 1973 
decision, Roe v Wade, that gave American 
women this choice. The final decision is ex-
pected in a couple of months.

For countries that look to the US for guid-
ance and for funding, the consequences will 
go beyond abortion. The striking down of Roe 
v Wade, coupled with the global gag rule (if 
and when it is reinstated by a Republican ad-
ministration), empowers national and inter-
national opposition to sexual and reproduc-
tive health services such as family planning, 
abortion, and comprehensive sexuality edu-
cation.

In African countries, where incremental 

gains are beginning to manifest in improved 
legislation and policies due to decades of 
advocacy and lobbying, this would be a dev-
astating blow. For example, in 2020 we stud-
ied the impact of the global gag rule in Kenya. 
Our findings pointed to government officials 
using the US government position to restrict 
conversations around abortion in official 
meetings.

What happens in the US may effectively 
deny women their rights and set back the sus-
tainable development agenda target of reduc-
ing maternal, neonatal, and child morbidity 
and mortality.

Global gag rule
In 2017, under President Donald Trump’s ad-
ministration, the US government reinstated 
and expanded the global gag rule. Republican 
administrations have typically re-enacted the 
policy focusing on family planning assistance. 
But the Trump global gag rule expanded the 
scope to cover most categories of US govern-
ment global health assistance instead of only 
family planning assistance. Biden’s adminis-
tration has rescinded the policy. But the re-
verberations of its application between 2017 
and 2021 are still being felt across the globe.

The US is one of the largest public health 
donors. Many African countries depend on 
external assistance for funding aspects of 
healthcare, including family planning and 
quality post-abortion care.

Roe v Wade
Roe v Wade stipulated that the US constitu-
tion protected a pregnant woman’s right and 

freedom to choose to have an abortion with-
out excessive government restriction.

The leaked draft majority decision of the 
US Supreme Court to overturn this will set 
back gains made in sexual and reproductive 
rights and freedoms and improvements in 
maternal, neonatal, and child health indica-
tors across the globe.

Increasingly, countries in Africa are moving 
towards liberalisation of abortion laws and, 
to some extent, decriminalisation of abortion. 
For example, the Democratic Republic of Con-
go is improving access to safe abortion. Many 
consider this as progress.

Even before the issue came before the Su-
preme Court, several US states had made laws 
that limit access to safe and legal abortion, al-
lowing abortion for only up to six weeks of 
gestation. 

The US has strong institutions and systems 
to contest and possibly overcome such deci-
sions. It could even codify legal abortion in 
the constitution.But women in countries that 
look to the US for guidance and for funding 
may not have those options.

The right to choose
Evidence is clear that restricting abortion 
does not reduce the incidence of abortion. In-
stead, it makes abortion less safe. Women and 
girls who are denied access to safe procedures 
are forced to use unsafe methods and provid-
ers. Unsafe abortion can cause complications 
that range from moderate to life-threatening. 
More than 77 percent of abortions in Africa 
annually are unsafe.

Poorer and marginalised women and girls 

bear the heaviest burden when their right to 
choose is denied. Rich and powerful people 
can find a way to meet their needs. But poor 
people are forced to have more children than 
they can afford. The lack of family planning 
methods and safe and legal abortion is a dan-
ger to women’s health. It also puts women 
and girls at risk of greater poverty.

US influence in African countries
US policies, particularly the impending Roe v 
Wade Supreme Court decision, will permeate 
the international community. African govern-
ments that subscribe to conservative sexual 
and reproductive health norms may draw 
inspiration from such decisions.

The US ruling could lend support to African 
decision-makers who are against providing 
women with options. They might use it to 
deny women access to critical healthcare in 
contradiction of their rights.

Anti-choice civil society movements, too, 
will draw impetus and validation from such a 
ruling to oppose progressive actions and poli-
cies at the national and sub-regional levels.

Several sub-regional economic blocs in Af-
rica are in the process of enacting sexual and 
reproductive health laws. For example, a sex-
ual and reproductive health bill is currently 
at the East African Legislative Assembly. Re-
versal of Roe v Wade might stall or terminate 
such processes. — The Conversation

Boniface Ushie is a Research Scientist, Afri-
can Population and Health Research Centre.
Kenneth Juma is an African Population and 
Health Research Centre.

VATICAN City — Pope Francis 
authorised spending up to 1 
million euros to free a Colom-

bian nun kidnapped by al-Qaida-
linked militants in Mali, a cardinal 
testified Thursday, revealing previ-
ously secret papal approval to hire a 
British security firm to find the nun 
and secure her freedom.

Cardinal Angelo Becciu’s bomb-
shell testimony could pose serious 
security implications for the Vatican 
and Catholic Church, since he pro-
vided evidence that the pope was 
apparently willing to pay ransom to 
Islamic militants to free a nun, who 
was eventually let go last year.

Ransom payment are rarely if 
ever confirmed, precisely to dis-
suade future kidnappings, and it’s 
not known how much — if any 
Vatican money — actually ended 
up in the hands of the militants. 
Prosecutors have accused a Becciu 
co-defendant of embezzling around 
half the amount on high-end luxury 
items for herself.

Becciu, who was once one of 
Francis’ top advisers as the No. 2 
in the Vatican secretariat of state, 
had withheld his testimony from 
the Vatican tribunal for nearly two 
years as a matter of state and pon-
tifical secret. But he spoke freely 
Thursday in his own defence after 
Francis released him from the con-
fidentiality requirement, providing 
the most anticipated testimony of 
the yearlong trial to date.

Becciu is one of 10 people accused 
in the Vatican’s sprawling financial 
fraud trial, which originated in the 
Holy See’s 350-million-euro invest-
ment in a London property and 
expanded to cover other alleged 
crimes. Prosecutors have accused 
the defendants of a host of crimes 
for allegedly fleecing the Holy See 
of millions of euros in fees, commis-
sions and bad investments.

Becciu, the lone cardinal on trial, 
is accused of embezzlement, abuse 
of office and witness tampering, all 
of which he denies. On Thursday, 
his testimony covered the charges 
concerning his relationship with an 
Italian self-styled intelligence spe-
cialist, Cecilia Marogna.

Marogna has told Italian media 
that she helped negotiate the re-
lease of Catholic hostages in Africa 
on behalf of the Holy See. Vatican 
prosecutors accuse her of embez-
zling 575 million euros, citing bank 
records from her Slovenian hold-
ing company that show nine wire 

transfers from the Vatican in 2018-
2019 for unspecified humanitarian 
ends, and expenditures out of the 
account at Prada, Luis Vuitton and 
fancy hotels. Marogna has said the 
transfers were reimbursements for 
expenditures and compensation for 
her services.

Becciu testified Thursday that he 
hired Marogna as an external secu-
rity consultant, impressed by her 
grasp of geopolitical affairs and the 
trust she enjoyed of two of Italy’s 
top-secret service officials, Generals 
Luciano Carta and Gianni Caravelli, 
who accompanied her to a meeting 
with Becciu in the Vatican in Octo-
ber 2017.

Becciu said he turned to Marogna 
for help following the February 
2017 kidnapping of a Colombian 

nun, Sister Gloria Cecilia Narvaez, 
in Mali. She had been kidnapped 
by al-Qaida in the Islamic Maghreb, 
which has bankrolled its insur-
gency by kidnapping Westerners. 
During her captivity, the group pe-
riodically showed Narvaez on video 
asking for the Vatican’s help.

Becciu said he had heard from 
the Vatican’s nuncio in Colombia as 
well as other sisters from the nun’s 
religious order asking for help. He 
said he brought the matter to Fran-
cis as well as Marogna, who he said 
advised him that she could work 
with a British intelligence firm, 
The Inkerman Group, to secure the 
nun’s release.

Becciu testified that Francis au-
thorised him to proceed with the 
Inkerman operation, and forbade 

him from telling anyone else about 
it, including the Vatican’s own po-
lice chief. Francis was concerned 
about the security and reputational 
implications if the news leaked, Bec-
ciu said.

Becciu said he and Marogna met 
with Inkerman officials at their 
London office in mid-January 2018.

Inkerman officials said there 
were no assurances of success and 
that the total expenditure could 
reach 1 million euros, Becciu said. 
Because the Vatican wanted to re-
main external to any operation, 
Marogna became the key interme-
diary and the one to receive peri-
odic payments from the Vatican sec-
retariat of state for the operation, 
Becciu testified.

Becciu said he provided Francis 

a preliminary oral readout of the 
London meeting on Jan. 15, 2018, 
while the pope was en route to Peru.

“He listened to me and confirmed 
my intention to proceed,” Becciu 
testified. “In a subsequent meeting 
with the Holy Father, once in Rome, 
I spoke to him in more detail about 
the conversation we had with the 
Inkermans and the sum that we 
should have estimated in broad 
terms: about 1 million euros, part to 
pay for the creation of a network of 
contacts, and part for the effective 
liberation of the nun.”

“I pointed out that we shouldn’t 
have gone beyond that figure. He 
approved. I must say that every step 
of this operation was agreed with 
the Holy Father,” Becciu testified.

Narvaez was released in October, 
2021, after more than four years in 
captivity. Soon after, she met with 
Francis at the Vatican.

Vatican prosecutors say they have 
evidence that the secretariat of 
state, in addition to the transfer of 
575,000 euros sent to Marogna’s Slo-
venian accounts, sent an equivalent 
amount directly to a British bank 
account held by Inkerman.

Becciu also responded to claims 
against him concerning Cardinal 
George Pell, who left his job as the 
Vatican’s financial czar in 2017 
to face historic sex abuse charges 
in his native Australia, for which 
he was ultimately acquitted. Pell 
clashed repeatedly with Becciu dur-
ing his time at the Vatican and has 
repeated Italian media claims that 
Becciu approved money transfers 
from the Vatican to Australia that 
in some way aided in the sex abuse 
prosecution against him.

Becciu on Thursday produced 
two letters to refute the claims: One 
from the current secretary of state, 
Cardinal Pietro Parolin, explain-
ing that the 1.46 million euros that 
was wired to Australia was to pay 
for a domain name “catholic.” And 
the other, a September 11, 2015 let-
ter authorising that expenditure, 
signed by none other than Pell. 

— AP
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EU seeks to sanction ex-gymnast 
‘associated’ with Putin; donors 
pledge $6.5bn for humanitarian aid

RUSSIAN military cadets march during a rehearsal for the Victory Day parade in St Petersburg, Russia, on 5 May 2022.

URSULA von der Leyen, president of the 
European Commission, announced 
€200-million in support for displaced 

people in Ukraine. France pledged a further 
$300-million at the conference. President Vo-
lodymyr Zelensky also launched a global fun-
draising site.

The support comes as Russia announced 
a three-day daytime ceasefire in the vicinity 
of Mariupol’s Azovstal steel plant to allow for 
further evacuations. Ukrainian officials say 
Russia has continued to attack soldiers that 
remain holed up there, including with new 
air bombardments. 

Separately, Germany said it expected the 
European Union to turn its sights to Russian 
gas once the phased ban on oil imports is in 
place.   

EU seeks to sanction ex-gymnast 
‘closely associated’ with Putin

The European Union has proposed sanc-
tioning Alina Kabaeva, a former gymnast 
who chairs the National Media Group and is 
“closely associated” with Russian President 
Vladimir Putin, according to a document seen 
by Bloomberg News and people familiar with 
the matter.

The Kremlin has repeatedly denied media 
reports that Putin (69) has been romantically 
involved with Kabaeva or has children with 
her.

The list still needs to be approved by Euro-
pean governments and could change before 
that happens. EU ambassadors are expected 
to meet on Friday morning to discuss — and 
potentially approve — a sixth package of sanc-
tions that also includes measures to phase out 
all oil imports by the end of the year.

Germany sees gas as EU’s next target
Germany expects the EU to turn its sights on 
Russian gas once a phased-in ban on Rus-
sian oil imports has been agreed, according 
to Chancellor Olaf Scholz’s top economic ad-
viser.

“We’ve reduced our dependence on Rus-
sian coal almost to zero,” Joerg Kukies said at 
an event in Berlin. “We are in the process as 
we speak of negotiating an embargo of Rus-
sian oil by the end of the year,” he added. 
“And what’s up next? Gas!”

Germany pushes to boost 
anti-Putin alliance

Germany will do whatever it takes to keep 
the Group of Seven-led international alliance 
united against Russia over its war in Ukraine, 
according to Chancellor Olaf Scholz.

Russia’s act of aggression has given rise to 
“unprecedented close coordination” among 
democratic nations and Germany wants to 
use its G7 presidency to strengthen coopera-
tion even further, Scholz told a conference 
in Berlin. He has invited the leaders of India, 
Indonesia, South Africa and Senegal to the G7 
summit in Bavaria at the end of June, part of 
efforts to forge a broader international alli-
ance against Moscow.

Russia finds new use for Nord Stream 2
Russia’s Gazprom has drawn up a new future 
for its Nord Stream 2 gas pipeline, the conten-
tious supply link with Germany put on hold 
by Russia’s invasion of Ukraine. 

The gas producer plans to use the project’s 
onshore facilities in Russia to expand supplies 
to customers in the northwest of the country, 
Gazprom said in a statement. However, the 
new use means only one of Nord Stream 2’s 
twin pipelines would be immediately avail-
able for supplies to the European Union if the 
bloc reconsiders its opposition to the project. 

Gazprom’s statement comes as Europe dou-
bles down on efforts to wean itself off Rus-
sian supplies, which last year accounted for 
roughly 40 percent of all gas consumed on the 
continent. 

Germany clears air with Zelensky
German President Frank-Walter Steinmeier 
spoke by phone with Zelensky on Thursday 
and “cleared up past irritations” during what 
both sides agreed was a “very important and 
very good” conversation, according to Stein-
meier’s office.

Chancellor Olaf Scholz has criticised 
Zelensky and his government for blocking 
a planned visit by Steinmeier to Kyiv last 
month, in what was interpreted in Germany 
as a snub to the head of state. Steinmeier, a 
former foreign minister, has come under fire 
for his past policies of rapprochement with 
Russia, which he has admitted were misguid-
ed. 

Thursday’s call could clear the way for 
Scholz to visit the Ukrainian capital. Zelensky 
said on Twitter the call was “good” and “con-
structive” and he expected German support 
for Ukraine to be intensified.

 
Police exhume two bodies near Kyiv

Ukraine’s police exhumed the bodies of two 
young men in a village near Kyiv, they said on 
their Facebook page. They said the men were 
shot while in a vehicle and run over by a tank. 
There was no immediate comment from Rus-
sia, which has denied accusations that it has 
executed Ukrainians.

European bank’s Russia hit — $7bn 
European banks are counting the rising cost 
of Russia’s invasion of Ukraine as they pre-
pare for a wave of defaults that several fear 
will spread to the wider economy.

Led by Italy’s UniCredit, the industry has 
ratcheted up the amount of cash set aside 
to cover doubtful loans by the most in over 
a year. Alongside trading losses, writedowns 
and costs to exit the country, European lend-
ers have so far flagged a hit of about $7-billion 
— with the potential for more to come.

Ukraine begins counterattacks 
near Kharkiv

Ukrainian forces have shifted to counterat-
tacks in areas near Kharkiv and Izyum while 
Russia has resumed missile attacks on key 
supply lines, Ukraine’s Commander-in-Chief, 
Valeriy Zaluzhnyi, said.

Zaluzhnyi told General Mark Milley, chair-
man of the US Joint Chiefs of Staff, in a tel-
ephone conversation that Russian missiles 
have targeted routes that provide military 
and technical assistance to Ukraine, accord-
ing to a post on Facebook. 

He repeated Ukraine’s call for the US to 
provide his country with advanced missile 
defence systems. 

EU pledges €200m to Ukraine
The European Union pledged an additional 
aid package of €200-million for displaced peo-
ple in Ukraine, as international donors met at 
a conference in Warsaw.

Ursula von der Leyen, head of the Euro-
pean Commission, announced the bloc’s new 
funding, recalling that last month a pledging 
event raised €9.1-billion for Ukrainians inside 
and outside the country.

“We know that more will be needed,” Von 
der Leyen said. “And we will continue to 
stand up for Ukraine.”

Germany eyes LNG to cut Russian gas
Germany signed contracts to charter four 
floating terminals to import liquefied natural 
gas (LNG) in partnership with utilities RWE 
and Uniper as it races to reduce its energy de-
pendence on Russia.

Shipping companies Hoegh LNG and Dy-
nagas will each provide two of the LNG ter-
minals — which each have the capacity to 
convert five billion cubic metres of the super-
cooled gas per year — and RWE and Uniper 
will operate them, the economy ministry said 
on Thursday in an emailed statement.

European countries are seeking to rapidly 
diversify their energy supplies to punish Rus-

sia over its invasion of Ukraine. 
 

Ukraine launches ‘United24’ initiative
Kyiv has launched a global initiative, “Unit-
ed24,” that in the first instance will be an on-
line platform to raise funds for Ukraine from 
anywhere in the world. 

“Together we have the potential to stop the 
war that Russia has started, and to rebuild 
what Russia has destroyed,” President Volo-
dymyr Zelensky said in an English-language 
video posted on Twitter. All money raised will 
be transferred to Ukraine’s national bank and 
allocated to the relevant ministries, he said.  

Zelensky announced the project in a speech 
to the US Congress in March, saying its goal 
was to “respond to the outbreak of any war 
within 24 hours”.  

Lukashenko says Belarus doing 
‘everything’ to end war

Belarus’s president said he’s doing “every-
thing” to end the war in Ukraine. “Thanks to 
yours truly, me that is, negotiations between 
Ukraine and Russia have begun,” Alexander 
Lukashenko told the Associated Press in an 
interview. 

Meanwhile, the UK in an intelligence up-
date on Thursday said Belarusian forces 
“have been observed deploying from garri-
son to the field, for exercises”. 

“Russia will likely seek to inflate the threat 
posed to Ukraine by these exercises in order 
to fix Ukrainian forces in the north, prevent-
ing them from being committed to the battle 
for the Donbas,” the UK said. 

Italy’s Unicredit takes €1.85bn 
charge on Russia

Milan-based bank UniCredit took charges to-
talling €1.85-billion on its business in Russia, 
with Chief Executive Officer Andrea Orcel 
saying the actions mean the bank is covered 
in the event of a pull-out from the country. 

“Our conservative approach will allow Uni-
Credit to have zero impact on capital under 
any possible worst-case scenario from Russia 
exit,” Orcel said.  

Slovakia says it needs until 
2025 for Russia oil ban

Slovakia backs a proposed European Union 
embargo on Russian oil imports but needs 
until the end of 2025 to implement it, said 
Economy Minister Richard Sulik.

Sulik told German radio that the govern-
ment in Bratislava, and its counterparts in the 
Czech Republic and Hungary, “want to main-
tain EU unity” but need the extra time be-
cause of their heavy reliance on Russian oil. 
 

Germany’s factory orders 
plummet on war pressure

German factory orders fell more than an-
ticipated after Russia’s invasion of Ukraine 
darkened the prospects for Europe’s largest 
economy by adding to inflation pressure and 
disrupting global supply chains.

The heightened uncertainty related to the 

war in Ukraine “is reflected in significantly 
more restrained demand, especially from 
non-euro area countries,” Germany’s Econ-
omy Ministry said in a separate statement. 
“The outlook for the coming months is cur-
rently muted.”

ECB’s Panetta says Europe’s economy 
‘de facto stagnating’

With war on its doorstep and energy prices 
high, European Central Bank Executive Board 
Member Fabio Panetta said economic expan-
sion in the euro area has almost ground to a 
halt. 

“The major economies are suffering — GDP 
growth has slowed in Spain, halted in France 
and contracted in Italy,” Panetta told La Stam-
pa in an interview published on Thursday. “In 
Germany, growth momentum is low and has 
been weakening since the end of February, 
which is the point when everything changed.”  

Shell profits highest in decade 
despite Russia charge

The oil supermajor Shell posted its highest 
quarterly earnings in more than a decade, as 
the company was buoyed by high oil and gas 
prices despite taking a $3.9-billion accounting 
charge on its planned exit from Russia.

The majors, with the exception of Chevron, 
have written off a combined $37-billion as 
they sever ties with the Kremlin after its inva-
sion of Ukraine.

Separately, BMW said quarterly earn-
ings rose 12 percent even as the war in 
Ukraine and Covid-lockdowns in China dis-
rupted the carmaker’s supply chain.

US gives security promises 
to Sweden, Finland

Sweden and Finland are starting to win as-
surances of help if threatened by Russia in 
the interim period between an expected ap-
plication to join defence alliance Nato and an 
eventual entry to the bloc. 

The Nordic countries, which began to se-
riously consider joining Nato after Russia’s 
invasion of Ukraine, have worries of an in-
secure “grey period” before full membership 
unlocks its security guarantees. 

The US is “ready to provide various forms 
of security assurances” to both countries, 
Swedish Foreign Minister Ann Linde said af-
ter talks in Washington with US Secretary of 
State Antony Blinken. 

Oil advances before Opec+ meet after 
surging on EU Russian ban

Oil steadied ahead of an Opec+ meeting on 
supply after surging on the European Union’s 
plan for a phased ban on Russian crude. 

The EU plans to ban Russian oil over the 
next six months and refined fuels by the end 
of the year, to increase pressure on Vladimir 
Putin over his invasion of Ukraine. 

The bloc is also targeting insurers in a move 
that could dramatically impair Moscow’s abil-
ity to ship oil around the world. 

— DM



Sunday Express
May  8 - 14  2022

Ca
re

er
s Where physics 

could take you
IF you enjoy studying physics but aren’t 

sure how it could help your job pros-
pects, we have good news. Employers 

across a huge range of industries are crying 
out for people with physics skills right now. 
These are just a few of your options. 
Where do you think choosing physics could 
take you? 

Could it be to a game studio, designing the 
next Minecraft? Or to the Met Office, cre-
ating computer models to predict climate 
change? Perhaps into education, to inspire the 
next generation? Or to a hospital, using phys-
ics to help to save lives?

There are thousands of exciting, reward-
ing physics-related careers to choose from 
— picking just one is hard. We’ve talked to 
people working in some of those industries to 
help you understand what their jobs involve, 
and to see what a future with physics could 
look like. 

Astronomy and space
Astronomy is extreme — distances, time peri-
ods, temperatures — and astronomers study 
these extremes to answer some of the big-
gest questions we can ask, like: How did the 
universe begin? How will it end? And are we 
alone? If you want to go beyond the here and 

now to explore the deepest mysteries our uni-
verse can offer, then astronomy is the career 
for you.

Climate science and meteorology
Climate change is one of the biggest challeng-
es humanity has ever faced. If you want to 
make a difference there are a huge and grow-
ing number of career choices open to you. 
These range from the obvious, like becoming 
a meteorologist who works to understand the 
climate and weather systems, to the surpris-
ing, such as working in environmental law or 
developing agricultural technology.

Education
A good teacher is more than just someone 
who teaches. In the classroom, they motivate 
and inspire their students to learn about the 
world around them. They run exciting extra-
curricular activities to keep young minds 
engaged. And they can even spread their 
knowledge by managing and supporting oth-
er teachers. As a result, a teacher can have a 
huge and lasting impact on the lives of young 
people.

Engineering
Engineering boils down to building things to 
solve problems. It used to be restricted to con-
structing roads, bridges, vehicles and other 
machinery, but today an engineer might build 
ultra-accurate lasers for surgery, smaller, 
more powerful microchips, or new smart-
phone apps. If it solves a problem and makes 
life easier, chances are an engineer built it — 
and that engineer could be you.

Lasers and photonics
Photonics is the science of making, control-
ling and using light. It’s the basis of everyday 
technologies such as barcode readers and 
high-speed broadband, but is also at the heart 
of cutting-edge research like laser-driven nu-
clear fusion. The applications are vast and 
growing, so the future’s bright if you want to 
work in this area.

Medical physics and digital healthcare
Physics plays a crucial role in healthcare. In 
hospitals, medical physicists deliver radiation 
to patients, either helping diagnose disease 
through nuclear medical imaging or fighting 
diseases like cancer with radiotherapy. Away 
from hospitals, people with physics back-
grounds are needed in a wide range of roles 
— from predicting how infectious diseases 
spread to developing new healthcare tech-
nologies.

Renewable energy
Fossil fuels continue to pollute the planet and 
contribute to climate change, but energy tech-
nology is starting to have an impact — solar, 
wind and wave power is gradually replac-
ing coal, oil and gas. More work is needed to 
make renewables more efficient and afford-
able, and alternatives like nuclear fusion are 
taking big steps. You could help to power the 
world with clean electricity. 

Robotics and AI
It recommends friends and products on your 
social media, it powers Siri and Alexa, and 
it even makes your smartphone pictures bet-
ter. Machine learning is already making a 
big mark on society, but AI and robotics will 
shape the workplace of the future. A career 
in robotics and AI will see you working on 
cutting-edge technologies that can make our 
lives easier, safer and more enjoyable.

VFX and gaming
Few careers combine tech skills with creativ-
ity like VFX and game development. It takes 
physics, maths, art and coding to make your 
favourite character walk and jump realisti-
cally. With a physics background, you could 
become a programmer, writing code based 
on the laws of physics to make gameplay look 
uncannily real, or an environment artist, con-
juring up intricate CGI worlds for movies.

Finance and law
Why are people with physics backgrounds 
sought after in finance and law? The kind of 
complicated, interconnected problems found 
in law and finance require the practical math-
ematical problem-solving skills physicists use 
to understand the world — sometimes even 
using the same equations. It’s a bonus that 
physicists tend to be good at computer model-
ling and working with big data. — iop.org
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Boehly group ends 
Abramovich era at Chelsea

Uefa Champions League glory 
eludes Guardiola’s City once more

A CONSORTIUM led by Todd Boehly has 
signed a contract to buy Chelsea and 
the deal to end Roman Abramovich’s 

ownership will go through subject to Premier 
League and UK government approval.

Boehly, a part-owner of baseball’s LA Dodg-
ers and founder of Eldridge Industries, is ex-
pected to be the most public face of the con-
sortium, although the largest stake in Chelsea 
is set to be held by the US private equity firm 
Clearlake Capital.

Boehly has also partnered with his fellow 
Dodgers owner Mark Walter, the Swiss bil-
lionaire Hansjörg Wyss and the British prop-
erty developer Jonathan Goldstein. 

Under the arrangement the Tory peer Dan-
iel Finkelstein and the publicist Barbara Cha-
rone would become non-executive directors 
of the club.

The group was selected as the preferred 
bidder last Friday and has secured an agree-
ment despite late interest from Sir Jim Rat-
cliffe. 

A deal had appeared in doubt amid fears of 
Abramovich reneging on a promise to write 
off Chelsea’s debt but the Russian oligarch de-
nied on Thursday he wanted his £1.6bn loan 
repaid and within hours it emerged an agree-
ment would be struck with Boehly’s consor-
tium.

Chelsea are operating under a special li-
cence triggered by the government when it 
imposed sanctions on Abramovich and froze 
his assets after Russia’s invasion of Ukraine. 
That expires on 31 May, allowing more than 
three weeks for the sale to be completed.

The Premier League must ensure all the 
consortium’s members pass its owners’ and 
directors’ test and Chelsea have to apply for a 
licence from the government to complete the 
takeover. Abramovich has said net proceeds 
from the sale will go to charity.

A change of ownership would be a huge 
relief for Chelsea, who have been unable to 
hand out new contracts and have faced an 
uncertain future. Nadine Dorries, the culture 
secretary, said last week that the European 
champions were on “borrowed time”. 

— The Guardian

Yanga Sibembe

ENGLISH Premier League lead-
ers Manchester City were 1-0 
up in the second leg of their 

Champions League semifinal when 

Real Madrid substitute Rodrygo 
equalised in the last minute of nor-
mal time, then grabbed a second 
goal, a minute later. Karim Ben-
zema scored from the penalty spot 
in extra time to give Real Madrid 

a 3-1 win, with Los Blancos bound 
for the Paris final — after winning 
their semifinal 6-5 on aggregate.

The Spanish giants and 13-time 
European champions will meet the 
2019 European champions, Liver-

Munich) he has failed to recreate 
the European magic he managed 
at Barcelona. In the 2018 and 2019 
Champions League editions, the 
Premier League leaders were oust-
ed in the quarterfinals — falling to 
domestic rivals Liverpool and Tot-
tenham Hotspur, respectively.

French side Lyon knocked them 
out of the quarterfinals in 2020. In 
the 2021 final — the Manchester 
club’s first in the Champions League 
— they lost 1-0 to Chelsea despite 
heading into the tie as favourites.

“We were close. We were close. 
But in the end, we could not reach 
it,” Guardiola told BT Sport after the 
prized trophy slipped from City’s 
grasp once more following defeat to 
Real Madrid on Wednesday.

“We didn’t play our best, but it 
is normal, a semifinal, the players 
feel the pressure and wanted to do 
it. Football is unpredictable, it is a 
game like this. We have to accept it.”

Asked if this was his toughest Eu-
ropean defeat, Guardiola said: “I’ve 
had defeats that were so tough … 
Barcelona against Chelsea when 
both games were exceptional and 
we could not reach the final… Yes, 
it’s tough for us. We cannot deny it.”

Still, during his City tenure Guar-
diola has been one of the most suc-
cessful managers in the world. The 
Spanish tactician has won eight 
major trophies with the Citizens, in-
cluding three Premier League titles, 
four Carabao Cups and one FA Cup.

He is far from being a failure dur-
ing his time in England, as his rival 
Jürgen Klopp recently pointed out.

“Pep is the best coach in the 
world,” the German insisted. “I 
think we all would agree on that. It 
might be a coincidence that it didn’t 
work out so far in the Champions 
League. 

“But the things he has won, the 
football he plays. If anyone doubts 
him, I have no idea how that could 
happen.”

With those sentiments in mind, 
Guardiola’s job is unlikely to be 
under pressure — yet. Of course, 
if they also slip up in the Premier 
League and Liverpool pip them 
to the title in the remaining four 
games, the story might be different. 

— DM

pool, in the final. The latter fought 
from 2-0 down at halftime in their 
semifinal against Spain’s Villarreal 
to secure a 5-2 aggregate victory 
after clawing their way back to win 
the second leg 3-2.

So, what’s next for Manchester 
City and their superstar manager, 
Pep Guardiola, following their 
shock elimination from the Uefa 
Champions League?

The short answer is a crucial 
clash against Newcastle in the Pre-
mier League on Sunday, 8 May. 
They lead second-placed Liverpool 
by a single point in that race, with 
four games remaining for both 
teams. They cannot afford any slip-
ups.

The longer answer depends on 
whether City can plaster over yet 
another European failure by win-
ning the domestic league title, 
something which they’ve already 
managed in three of the last four 
seasons. 

It is a feat which would normally 
be deemed more than impressive. 
But not for the Emirati-backed Citi-
zens.

When United Arab Emirates poli-
tician Sheikh Mansour seized the 
reins of ownership at the club back 
in the European summer of 2008 
and proceeded to spend hundreds 
of millions of pounds in transfer 
fees over the subsequent seasons, 
he had one thing on his mind — Eu-
ropean glory.

When Mansour lured the Span-
ish tactician and obsessive perfec-
tionist Pep Guardiola to Manches-
ter in 2016, he still had the same 
thing in mind. After all, in his 
overflowing trophy cabinet Guar-
diola possesses two Champions 
League titles, which he won with 
his breathtaking Barcelona side in 
2009 and 2011.    

However, at City (much like dur-
ing his three-year stint at Bayern 

MANCHESTER City manager Pep Guardiola.

TODD Boehly.
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LeFA requests forces changes 
to Likuena AFCON match

LVA names squads for Zone 
VI Beach Volleyball tour

Lioli miss top four again

LIKUENA players celebrate their goal at Dobsonville Stadium - file pic.

Leemisa Thuseho 

THE Lesotho Volley-
ball Association (LVA) 
has named teams to 

represent Lesotho in the 
Confederation of African 
Volleyball (CAVB) Zone 
VI Beach Volleyball (BVB) 
Tour to be held in Botswa-
na.

The tournament is set 
for 26 to 30 May in Gabo-
rone. 

The female team is made 
up of the pair of Relebohile 
Ndaga and Relebohile Pha-
motse. 

The starlets were also 
part of the team Lesotho 
that won a gold medal in 
the African Union Sport 
Council (AUSC) Region 5 
Games held in Lesotho last 
December. 

Phamotse was also 
named the overall best at-
tacker and most improved 
player in those games.

The male team is made 

up of Moholo Lekomola 
and Rampesa Leabua.

Thabiso Mabooe and 
Masupha Mabetha are 
the two coaches who will 
work with the teams while 
Makhala Lehloenya will 
head the delegation.

Kananelo Mohatla and 
Kananelo Hanyane were 
selected to officiate during 
the games.

LVA acting public re-
lations officer, Masoli 
Khoanyane, this weekend 
said LVA president, Lehlo-
honolo Ncheke, and LVA 
Liaison Officer to Zone 
VI, CAVB and FIVB, Mpho 
Palime, will also attend the 
games.

“Lesotho is hosting the 
same event in September 
for the first time, therefore 
the president of LVA and 
liaison officer will be there 
to learn ahead of the Le-
sotho event,” Khoanyane 
said.

He said the team was yet 

to start its preparations. 
However, the preparations 
will start soon with teams 
working during the week-
ends since some of the 
players are still in school.

Lesotho as a future 
host of one of the tours 
is obliged to participate 
in tours hosted by other 
countries or it risks being 
stripped of the rights for 
the September event, he 
said.

“We missed the first tour 
in Mozambique early this 
year and the other one in 
Johannesburg last month, 
therefore we have to make 
sure we don’t miss the Bot-
swana event,” Khoanyane 
said.

Khoanyane said the 
preparations and the 
Botswana trip will be fi-
nanced by the Lesotho Na-
tional Olympic Committee 
(LNOC) with the associa-
tion also working hard to 
secure more sponsors.

Leemisa Thuseho

THE Lesotho Football Association (LeFA) 
has successfully pushed the Confedera-
tion of African Football (CAF) to change 

the officials it had appointed to officiate Lik-
uena’s 2023 Africa Cup of Nations (AFCON) 
qualifier against Ivory Coast.

Likuena was last month drawn in Group H 
of the qualifiers alongside, Zambia, Comoros 
and the host Ivory Coast.

The match was set to be officiated by four 
Zambian officials namely Janny Sikazwe 
(fourth official), Aundrick Nkole (central ref-
eree) and two assistants, Kabwe Chansa and 
Thomas Kaela.

The request was informed by the fact Zam-
bia, the officials’ country of origin, is also in 
the same group as Lesotho.

The request was approved, and the Zam-
bians have been replaced by a quartet of of-
ficials from Zimbabwe.

“CAF has accepted the LeFA’s technical 
request to change Zambian match officials 
that were initially appointed to officiate the 
2023 Africa Cup of Nations Group H match 
between Likuena and Ivory Coast scheduled 
for Dobsonville Stadium on 7 June,” LeFA 
said in a statement this weekend.

“This was due to the fact that Zambia is in 
the same group with Lesotho and CAF has 
since replaced the Zambian match officials 
with a quartet of referees from Zimbabwe.” 

LeFA has also requested the postpone-
ment of the game.

Likuena will start its qualifiers by visiting 
Comoros on 3 June and LeFA is worried that 
the players will not get adequate recover 
and preparation time before the Ivory Coast 
match.

“LeFA has written to CAF requesting that 
its 2023 Africa Cup of Nations Group H match 
with Ivory Coast be moved to a new date.

“This is to give Likuena players adequate 
time to recover from jet lag and also pre-
pare properly in-between their two opening 
matches initially fixtured for 3 June and 7 
June.

“LeFA has done this after establishing the 
challenges that are encountered when flying 
in and out of Comoros, the country hosting 
Likuena’s opening match on 3 June in Moro-
ni, while the following match against Ivory 
Coast is scheduled for 7 June,” LeFA said.

Leemisa Thuseho 

LIOLI will end the season outside the top-
four of the elite league for the third time 
in a row.

This follows the side’s 0-1 loss to Matlama on 
Thursday in Teyateyaneng.

Lisema Lebokollane’s goal was enough to 
see Matlama returning to their winning ways 
after going down 2-0 to Linare in Maputsoe 
last Sunday. 

The Thursday loss left the former premier 
league champions in fifth with 50 points after 
29 games. 

They have one game remaining.
The Teyateyaneng outfit is five points be-

hind the fourth-placed LCS with 55 points. 
With each team left with one game, Lioli’s 
maximum possible tally is 53 points.

This will be the third time in a row for Tse 
Nala to miss out on a top four finish after they 
were toppled from the throne at the end of 
2016/17 season by Bantu. Since then, the only 
season they made a cut into top four was in 
2017/18.

In the 2018/19 season, the team finished 
seventh before finishing fifth in the following 
season.

The Mosholi Mokhothu-coached side is 
playing the already relegated Likhopo on Sun-
day in Teyateyaneng and will be hoping for 
maximum points to maintain their current 
position. 

A loss will force them drop to sixth if sixth-
placed LMPC (48 points) win their Sunday 
game against Manonyane at LDF Ground.

Speaking to the Sunday Express on Thurs-
day, Mokhothu said their focus was maintain-
ing the fifth position.

“Now we must win our last game and main-
tain the fifth position,” Mokhothu said.

“Positions are very important in a league 
competition because they come with prizes.” 

Despite missing the top four, he said collect-
ing 50 points was an achievement compared 
to the past three seasons where the side fin-
ished with fewer points. 

In 2017/18 they collected a total of 48 points 
while in 2018/19 they had 36 points. 

Last season they managed only 28 points.
Mokhothu, who joined Tse Nala in March 

last year revealed to this paper that Lioli 
would have a new coach next season as he in-
tends to step down although he would remain 
in the structures of the team.

According to Mokhothu, Lioli is in need of 
serious reinforcements ahead of next season.

“We can’t ignore that this team needs rein-
forcements. 

“We need to have at least two players per 
each position and that is not the case now. 

“The other challenge is that most of the play-
ers are now aging.” 

Meanwhile, on Thursday Kick4Life edged 
Manonyane 0-1 to boost their top eight finish 
hopes alive.
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Machokha, ACE Maseru 
in Nedbank 8 final

LIMKOKWING University’s Thabiso Sesiu (left) tussles for possession with Machokha’s Kabelo Ramohlabi at Bambatha Tšita Sports Arena 
yesterday.

Leemisa Thuseho 

A-DIVISION Southern Stream champions, Ma-
chokha will this afternoon face ACE Maseru 
in the Nedbank 8 final at Bambatha Tšita 

Sport Arena.
The two sides advanced into the final following 

their respective semifinal victories at the same 
venue yesterday.

ACE Maseru were the first to book their slot in 
the final after a 1-0 triumph over Northern Stream 
champions, Galaxy, thanks to Monaheng Mokhe-
seng’s first half goal. 

ACE Maseru’s Lekhooa Api was named man of 
the match and walked away with M500 sponsored 
by local sports betting company, Mulasport.

ACE Maseru started their campaign on a high 
tempo beating Lilemela 4-1 last Saturday. 

As for Machokha, they advanced to the final fol-
lowing their 3-0 victory over Limkokwing Univer-
sity yesterday.

Captain, Relebohile Matsepe, Lefu Theko and 
Molefi Mokhosi scored a goal each to help the Tha-
ba Bosiu outfit into the final.

In that match Matsepe was named man of the 
match.

Machokha saw themselves in the semifinals af-
ter eliminating the defending champions, Litšilo, in 
a penalty-shoot out on Sunday at the same venue. 
Machokha won 6-5 after a one-all draw.

ACE Maseru coach, Tefo Maipato, said reaching 
the final was tough as the side did not have ade-
quate time to prepare.

“I am very happy, but I congratulate the players 
for their hard work despite having inadequate 
time to prepare for the tournament,” Maipato said.

“The dates were confirmed late, therefore we 
had a limited time to prepare.”

In the final today, the coach intends to encourage 
his players to enjoy the match.

“We want to win the tournament, but we are not 
going to put the players under any pressure. They 
must just enjoy and play with confidence. In the fi-
nal, we must ensure to use every opportunity that 
we get because there is no second chance in a fi-
nal,” Maipato said.

On his part, Machokha coach Thabo Makotoko 
said today they would be out in full force to win 
the tournament since they were chasing a treble 
this year.

Now that they have won the A-Division South-
ern Stream, they want to win the Nedbank 8 and 
the Nedbank Champion of Champions later this 
month.

“Our mission is to win every cup we play in this 
year.

“Winning the two Nedbank tournaments will 
be a huge motivation ahead of our debut premier 
league season. 

“We are taking this tournament seriously be-
cause it is part of our pre-season tournament,” Ma-
kotoko said.

Nedbank has injected M250 000 into both tour-
naments. 

“The money is being used for logistics, teams’ jer-
seys and prizes.

The Nedbank 8 winners will walk away with 
M25 000 while the second-placed team will get M20 
000. 

The third and fourth-placed teams will each get 
M15 000 and M13 000 respectively. The four teams 
that were knocked out in the quarterfinals will 
each get M10 000.

The top goal scorer, goalkeeper and player of the 
tournament will each get M2000 and a trophy each. 

In the Champion of Champions tournament, the 
winner will get M25 000 while the losers will get 
M15 000.


