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Why I support the ABC-DC deal: Majoro

AD, ABC faction demand Majoro’s ouster
Pascalinah Kabi 

A JOINT parliamentary caucus of Alliance 
of Democrats (AD) and some All Baso-
tho Convention (ABC) legislators have 

called on Prime Minister Thomas Thabane to 
fire Finance Minister Moeketsi Majoro. They 
want him sacked for allegedly working with 
the ABC’s Professor Nqosa Mahao-led faction 
to “destabilise” the government.

They cite Dr Majoro’s Wednesday decision 
to allegedly withdraw the budget estimates 
from parliament as evidence that the Finance 
minister is working with the Mahao faction to 
sabotage the government.

Chalane Phori, the small business minister 
and avowed Thabane loyalist, confirmed the 
caucus meeting in a leaked audio recording. 
Mr Phori launches a blistering attack on Dr 
Majoro in that audio, implying the finance 
minister was being a Judas Iscariot for alleg-
edly pretending to be serving the premier 
while bedding the Mahao faction.  

ABC legislators last month elected Dr Ma-
joro to succeed Mr Thabane when the latter 
eventually steps down. He polled 26 votes to 
beat ABC chairperson Samuel Rapapa who 
got 18. Up until this year, Dr Majoro was con-
sidered a Thabane loyalist as the latter fought 
a bitter power struggle with his estranged 
party deputy, Prof Mahao. Last year Mr Tha-
bane even “appointed” him to replace Prof 
Mahao as ABC deputy leader after he had 
“fired” the latter. The “appointment” was 
later nullified by the High Court.

Dr Majoro is among 34 ABC legislators who 
have signed a deal with the main opposition 
Democratic Congress (DC) to form a new gov-
ernment which excludes Mr Thabane and 
Deputy Prime Minister Monyane Moleleki’s 
AD. The ABC’s other two current coalition 
partners, the Basotho National Party (BNP) 
and the Reformed Congress of Lesotho (RCL), 
also back the deal. (See story on Page 4). This 
leaves Mr Thabane with just 19 legislators 
still in his corner.

Dr Majoro’s support for the moves to oust 

Mr Thabane have not gone down well with 
some of his cabinet colleagues and the minor-
ity of ABC legislators who remain loyal to Mr 
Thabane.

The 19 ABC legislators were joined by the 
AD in calling on Mr Thabane to fire Dr Ma-
joro. They said the minister’s decision to alleg-
edly “withdraw” the budget estimates from 
parliament was evidence that he was work-
ing with the premier’s rivals to bring down 
the government.

Parliament was on Wednesday expected to 
vote on the M21, 9 billion budget speech ini-
tially presented to parliament by Dr Majoro 
on 26 February 2020. However, this did not 
happen after the Finance minister said he 
needed to relook the budget estimates, cit-
ing the need to factor in lower than expected 
revenue collections by the Lesotho Revenue 
Authority (LRA). 

He promised to return to parliament this 
week with revised estimates. However, the Fi-
nance minister denied withdrawing the budg-
et estimates from parliament on Wednesday. 
He said he had merely asked to be allowed to 
“update the budget estimates”, citing the need 
to relook them in light of lower revenue col-
lection projections by the Lesotho Revenue 
Authority (LRA). He also said resources had 
to directed to the fight against the Covid-19 
pandemic.

Immediately afterwards, ABC legislators 
loyal to Mr Thabane held a caucus meeting 
with their AD counterparts to discuss Dr Ma-
joro’s decision.   

Some ABC sources later told the Sunday Ex-
press that the joint caucus mandated minis-
ters Samonyane Ntsekele (Water), Lehlohono-
lo Moramotse (Police and Public Safety) and 
Chalane Phori (Small Business, Cooperating 
and Marketing) to advise Mr Thabane to fire 
Dr Majoro. 

“What Majoro did is unheard of,” said one 
source. 

“He pulled the carpet from under our feet 
and we know that he is being used by the Ma-
hao faction and the opposition. 

“So, we held joint caucus meeting with the 
AD and agreed to advise the prime minister 
to fire Majoro. They (ministers) met the prime 
minister on Wednesday night and passed on 
our message. We are yet to establish what is 
delaying the prime minister because we want 
Majoro out. He cannot have it both ways- be-
ing in government and working with the Ma-
hao faction,” the source said. 

Mr Ntsekele yesterday confirmed there 
was a joint ABC-DC caucus but refused to say 
what was discussed. 

“I am reluctant to comment on the matter. 
A caucus is a closed meeting with its own pro-
tocols. Whatever is discussed in caucus meet-
ings is confidential and should remain like 
that,” Mr Ntsekele said. 

Messrs Phori and Moramotse’s mobile 
phones rang unanswered yesterday. AD 
spokesperson Thuso Litjobo denied that the 
meeting had discussed the sacking of any 
ministers.

However, Mr Phori confirmed the moves to 
get Dr Majoro fired in a leaked audio record-
ing. 

“What he (Majoro) did yesterday is un-
heard of. That is tantamount to attempting a 
coup,” Mr Phori is heard saying in the audio, 
recorded on Thursday. 

He said that the caucus was aggrieved that 
Dr Majoro “withdrew” the budget estimates 
after he allegedly held secret meetings with 
Mr Thabane’s political rivals. He said they 
knew beforehand that Dr Majoro would 
“withdraw” the budget estimates. 

“The caucus has made a decision for this 
person (Majoro) to go and he must go. A per-
son who attempts to overthrow the govern-
ment after attending secret meetings should 
not stay or he will topple us.

“The caucus was clear that it will not break 
bread with a person who is working on top-
pling the government. Our partners (AD) are 
also clear on this one. Why is this person still 
a minister? 

“…I am boldly saying Majoro is no long-
er part of our government. He is working 

Pascalinah Kabi 

FINANCE Minister Moeketsi Majoro says he supports the 
ruling All Basotho Convention (ABC) and Democratic 
Congress (DC)’s deal to form a new coalition government 

because it presents the best chance of fulfilling the ABC’s own 
election promises of bringing socio-economic development to 
Lesotho.

Dr Majoro said only those ABC members closest to Prime 
Minister Thomas Thabane opposed the ABC/DC deal out of 
selfish considerations of maintaining their own privileges 
that come with proximity to power.

He said the current scenario where the ABC was beset by 
power struggles was inimical to national development. He 
said a change of leadership was necessary to fulfil Mr Tha-
bane’s own desire to improve the welfare of Basotho.

He, however, accused some of his fellow ministers of wield-
ing undue influence on Mr Thabane to the extent of recom-
mending the dismissal of a fellow minister.

Dr Majoro spoke in the wake of attempts by some of his 
colleagues to have him fired for allegedly working with the 
dominant Professor Nqosa Mahao-led faction of the ABC to 
“destabilise” the government. He said those pushing for his 
ouster were enemies of change who had personally benefit-
ted from their proximity to Mr Thabane. 

ABC ministers Samonyane Ntsekele, Chalane Phori and 
Lehlohonolo Moramotse are on Wednesday said to have been 
mandated to ask Mr Thabane to fire Dr Majoro. (See story 
below). This after a caucus meeting between Alliance of Dem-
ocrats (AD) MPs and the few still loyal to Mr Thabane recom-
mended the finance minister’s ouster. 

It is now crystal clear though that even if Mr Thabane bows 
to the pressure from his cronies to fire Dr Majoro, that will be 
a very foolish move as the mooted alliance between the DC 
and the ABC faction that oppose the premier is now unstop-
pable. The ABC/DC pact enjoy more than two thirds of mem-
bers of the National Assembly, if support from other parties is 
factored in. So, the PM will merely be firing a man who is now 
poised to replace him within a matter of weeks, possibly days.    

Reacting to the news of the trio’s approach to the prime min-
ister, Dr Majoro last night told the Sunday Express that he had 
survived 15 previous attempts by some of his colleagues to 
get him fired since Mr Thabane came to power in June 2017.

He said the decision to hire and fire ministers was a prime 
minister’s prerogative. The premier should thus be left to do 
his job without undue influence.

“The decision to appoint or dis-appoint (dismiss) ministers 
is purely the prerogative of the prime minister,” Dr Majoro 
said. 

“I am surprised that some of my ABC colleagues and peers 
feel that they have the right to dismiss other ministers. It is 

indeed testimony that they feel they have already acquired 
indirect power and can therefore shuffle cabinet members. 
I do not know if they will finally succeed; they have tried it 
more than 15 times in the last three years.”

Dr Majoro was last month chosen by the majority of his fel-
low ABC legislators to succeed Mr Thabane. He is one of 34 
ABC legislators who have signed a deal with the DC to form 
a new government which excludes Mr Thabane and Deputy 
Prime Minister Monyane Moleleki’s Alliance of Democrats 
(AD). The ABC’s other two current coalition partners, the Ba-
sotho National Party (BNP) and the Reformed Congress of Le-
sotho (RCL) also back the deal.

Asked why he supported the ABC-DC deal, Dr Majoro said 
he was convinced that “a change in the composition and gov-
erning style of the four-party coalition could provide better 
prospects of restoring public trust (in the government) and 
rescuing the ABC”.

He said Mr Thabane was himself in favour of change and 
only those closest to him, who enjoyed the privileges that 
came with proximity to power were opposed to change.

“I am convinced that immediate change is required.
“My own leader’s decision (to retire) is clear evidence that 

he desires change for the remainder of his term (which ex-

pires in 2022). But as with any change of government, there 
are winners and losers. 

“The losers would be those ‘president’s men and women’ 
who enjoyed indirect political power to control the gravy 
train and patronage system. Their interests are in continuing 
the sweet status quo that they enjoy. They fight with every-
thing they have to maintain their power. Their wild enuncia-
tions should be understood in this context.

“I wish to reaffirm that I earnestly support any change that 
would begin to restore Basotho’s trust in their government. 
Also, as a loyal ABC cadre, I want to be part of any change that 
would give ABC a fighting chance in the 2022 elections. I wish 
that all my colleagues in parliament can begin to agree that 
it is critical we begin a united journey to rebuild the party. 
We have fought for too long and the current trajectory spells 
doom for this great movement,” Dr Majoro said.

Some of his ABC colleagues have accused Dr Majoro of with-
drawing the budget estimates to destabilise the government. 
However, the Finance minister denied withdrawing the budg-
et estimates from parliament on Wednesday. He said he had 
merely asked to be allowed to “update the budget estimates”, 
citing the need to relook them in light of lower revenue col-
lection projections by the Lesotho Revenue Authority (LRA).

He said the allegations that he connived with “his friends” 
to request a few days from parliament to update the revenue 
and grants collections was “mere fantasy”. 

“These accusations are mere fantasy. My request was to be 
given the space to consult cabinet and its committees on what 
I thought were likely to be significant impairments to the Feb-
ruary 2020 revenue projections,” Dr Majoro said. He initially 
presented his budget speech on 26 February 2020. It could 
however, not be passed after Mr Thabane illegally prorogued 
parliament from 20 March to 19 June 2020, purportedly to 
prevent the spread of the deadly Coronavirus (Covid-19).

Parliament was, however, re-opened on 21 April 2020 after 
Mr Thabane’s own ABC party and others successfully chal-
lenged the prorogation in the Constitutional Court. 

Dr Majoro said proposing a flawed budget would have been 
criminal on his part and that those who made unfounded al-
legations against him appeared to be unaware of the need to 
do things right. 

“As a journalist, have you ever wondered why people who 
openly supported the prorogation of parliament and did not 
want the budget to pass are suddenly eager to see the budget 
pass even if it is flawed?” he asked.

Dr Majoro had presented the initial budget estimates be-
fore the coronavirus ravaged the world economy.  South 
Africa, on whose economy Lesotho is anchored now expects 
economic contraction of as much as 10 to 20 percent. The LRA 
now projects much lower revenue collections in the 2020/21 
fiscal year.

against it. I am not embarrassed to say it and 
I said it to his face that he can’t be working 
to topple the government and still want to be 
part of it,” Mr Phori said.

He said the ABC erred when it elected Dr 
Majoro to succeed Mr Thabane while the lat-
ter remained in office. 

“I warned them that they were creating a 
situation where we will have two prime min-
isters. Majoro is now acting as though he is a 
prime minister, making it difficult for us to do 
our jobs.” 

Mr Phori said he had been singled out by 
South African President Cyril Ramaphosa’s 
special envoy, Jeff Radebe, alongside Messrs 
Ntsekele, Moramotse and Government Sec-
retary Moahloli Mphaka as the people who 
were influencing Mr Thabane to cling to 
power despite spirited moves by the ABC’s 
national executive committee (NEC) and oth-
ers to oust him. 

He however, said he was only opposing 
moves to push out the premier illegally. The 
veteran leader should be allowed a dignified 
departure at his own volition, Mr Phori said.  

Mr Phori warned Dr Majoro against divid-
ing the ABC and sidelining him and Messrs 
Ntsekele and Moramotse. 

He also suggested that Mr Thabane’s rivals 
were working with the police to oust the gov-
ernment. 

“Thabane’s allies are called in for question-
ing by the police. Ntate (Majoro) and his al-
lies are behind this. They are pretending as 
though we are in the same camp.” 

Messrs Phori and Ntsekele among Mr Tha-
bane’s allies who have been called in for ques-
tioning by the police in connection with the 
14 June 2017 murder of the premier’s ex-wife, 
Lipolelo Thabane. The First Lady, ‘Maesaiah 
Thabane, has already been charged with the 
murder and Mr Thabane has a pending Con-
stitutional Court application to stop the courts 
from trying him for the murder while he is 
in office. 

He has also demanded immunity for him-
self and his wife as a precondition for giving 
up power. But the ABC’s NEC has rejected the 
demand saying it would set a precedent for 
other leaders to engage in human rights vio-
lations knowing they will not be prosecuted.
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FNBL provides relief to customers and SMEs impacted by COVID-19

Maseru, 07 May 2020 – Since the beginning of the COVID-19 outbreak, First National Bank of Lesotho (FNBL), has been closely 

monitoring developments, with view of provisionally restructuring its operations and solutions to meet the changing demands 

and prevent the contraction of the pandemic. 

We would like to assure our customers that in addition to putting in place the necessary precautionary measures to ensure 
the health and safety of our customers, staff and vendors during this time, we continue to reinforce our capacity to provide 
uninterrupted essential banking services which allows our customers to do their everyday banking through our innovative 
digital channels and branches. 

We also believe that our responsibility is to help support our Retail (individual) and Commercial customers whose finances have 
been impacted during this challenging period. We are therefore pleased to announce the following relief measures:

Cashflow Relief
Our Cashflow relief intervention will be available to eligible customers with a good track record of honouring their payments 
prior to 1 March 2020. The cashflow relief measures will be applied to both Retail and Commercial customers for a period of 
three (3) months and will include the following:

•	 Instalment relief for the following product classes: 

o Retail customers: home loans, personal loans and WesBank loans; 

o Commercial and SME customers: commercial property finance, vehicle and asset finance and term loans

•	 Interest and fees will continue to accumulate on outstanding balances. 
•	 Our individual customers will be able to choose between two options where they will enjoy a  payment holiday from paying 

their loans and either:
o Choose to pay over an extended loan repayment term with the same instalment after the holiday or;
o Choose to increase their instalment slightly after the holiday to maintain the same loan repayment term;

The Bank will continue to offer free swiping on our speed points for our customers on bundled pricing. We also offer zero 
rated App usage for our customers using The Vodacom network. Cash deposits on Cashplus remain free as well as airtime and 
electricity purchases on Cashplus.

FNBL remains committed to helping its wider Commercial and Corporate Banking client base with a range of innovative cashflow 
relief solutions and urge our clients to contact their relationship managers in this regard.

For Cashflow Relief applications customers can log on to their FNB Banking app or call on 22241000; and Commercial and 
Corporate Banking clients can contact their relationship managers. FNB remains committed to helping the nation address some 
of the prevalent economic difficulties during this time and beyond.

ENDS
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More parties join pact 
to oust Thabane

Ntsebeng Motsoeli   |  Pascalinah Kabi 

PRIME Minister Thomas Thabane has 
reached a dead end in his quest to delay 
his departure from power after more 

parties joined the All Basotho Convention 
(ABC) and main opposition Democratic Con-
gress (DC) in demanding his immediate resig-
nation. This is despite Mr Thabane’s promise 
to go by end of July 2020 if the processes to 
facilitate his retirement are expedited.

Tomorrow the ABC will present to parlia-
ment an amended copy of its letter confirm-
ing its recent agreement with the DC to form a 
new government to replace the current Tha-
bane coalition which comprises of the ABC, 
the Alliance of Democrats (AD), the Basotho 
National Party (BNP) and the Reformed Con-
gress of Lesotho (RCL). This after the speaker 
of the National Assembly, Sephiri Motanyane, 
rejected the initial letter on Friday. Mr Mot-
anyane said he could not allow parliament 
to debate and vote on the issue until after the 
ABC had submitted a new letter explaining 
whether or not the ruling party’s withdrawal 
automatically terminated the current four-
party coalition agreement. 

Mr Motanyane ordered the ABC to rewrite 
its letter to specifically state whether or not its 
withdrawal from the current government au-
tomatically ended its tenure. He also wanted 
to know what would happen to the ABC’s cur-
rent coalition partners after the latter’s pull-
out of government.

The ABC and the DC subsequently told the 
media on Friday that they would submit an 
amended letter as per Mr Motanyane’s re-
quest. The parties said they expected the 
speaker to begin processes culminating in the 
formation of a new government. A no con-
fidence vote would be the last option if Mr 
Thabane doggedly refused to step down, they 
said.

More significantly and ominously for the 
premier, more parties including the Selibe 
Mochoboroane-led Movement for Economic 
Change (MEC) have now thrown their weight 
behind the ABC-DC deal. This brings to 78 the 
number of legislators backing the deal. They 
can easily oust Mr Thabane in a no confi-
dence vote should he insist on clinging on to 
power under the pretext that he is waiting 
modalities of his exit to be finalized. 

The MEC’s decision to join the proposed 
new coalition also puts paid to any hopes by 
Mr Thabane and his allies of cobbling a GNU 
comprising of his remaining 18 loyalist MPs, 
the AD, MEC, and the Lesotho Congress of De-
mocracy (LCD), among other parties.

Two months ago, Mr Thabane revealed he 
was in talks with the LCD and MEC over a 
GNU. However, a deal never materialised and 
the MEC has now swelled the ranks of parties 
pushing for the premier’s departure.

Initially the ABC deal with the DC was sup-
ported by 34 of the ruling party’s 52 MPs. 
Combined with the DC’s 26 seats, the BNP’s 
five, the RCL’ one and the Popular Front for 
Democracy (PFD)’s three, it totaled 69 seats, 
enabling them to comfortably meet the 61-
seat threshold required to form a new gov-
ernment. These other smaller parties were 
original supporters of the deal.  

It has now been boosted by the MEC which 
brings in six seats, the National Independent 
Party (NIP), Basotho Congress Party (BCP) 
and Democratic Party of Lesotho (DPL) who 
all bring a seat each. This brings the grand 
total of legislators in support of the ABC-DC 
deal to 78. They could easily defeat Mr Tha-
bane in a no confidence vote if he does not 
quit forthwith. This is now much easier after 
King Letsie III assented to a constitutional 
amendment bill effectively clipping a prime 
minister’s power to dodge ouster after losing 
a no confidence vote. The amendment was 
gazetted on Friday. (See boxed story). 

Mr Thabane has been at the helm of the 
four-party coalition since June 2017. He has 
been under immense pressure from his own 
ABC party to step down after he was earlier 
this year implicated in the 14 June 2017 mur-
der of his ex-wife, Lipolelo. The pressure has 
not eased despite his promises to step down 
by 31 July 2020 if processes to facilitate his re-
tirement are completed by then.

In a televised address to the nation on 
Thursday, the embattled Mr Thabane prom-
ised to go as early as end of May 2020 if pro-
cesses to facilitate his retirement are expe-
dited. However, his spokesmen have since 
said the premier’s remarks “were a slip of the 
tongue”.  The premier meant to say he would 
go end of July 2020 or earlier if processes to 
facilitate his retirement are completed. The 
May date was mentioned in error, they said. 

But the ABC and its newly found DC ally are 
having none of that. They insist the premier 
must go now. A day after his speech, the ABC 
presented Mr Motanyane with a letter claim-

ing the party had pulled out of the four-party 
coalition deal with effect from 2 May 2020. 
The two parties want parliament to replace 
the current coalition government with the 
one led by them.   

“This letter serves to inform you (Mr Mot-
anyane) of the ABC’s national executive com-
mittee’s decision to withdraw the party from 
the current coalition government with effect 
from 2 May 2020,” the ABC states in its letter 
read out in parliament by Mr Motanyane on 
Friday.

The ABC called on the speaker to initiate 
processes leading to the formation of a new 
governing coalition comprising of the ABC 
and DC as the lead partners. The new gov-
ernment would also be supported by a host 
of smaller parties including the ABC’s current 
coalition partners, the BNP and the RCL.  

In the proposed new coalition, Finance 
Minister Moeketsi Majoro will succeed Mr 
Thabane as prime minister. He will be depu-
tised by DC leader Mathibeli Mokhothu. 

Mr Motanyane said he could not allow par-
liament to debate and vote on the matter un-
til after the ABC had submitted a new letter 
explaining whether or not the ruling party’s 
withdrawal automatically terminated the 
current four-party coalition agreement. 

He said he had a responsibility to guide 
parliamentarians to act lawfully to avoid be-
ing sued. Hence his refusal to accept the ABC 
letter.

“Please listen closely to my comments,” Mr 

Motanyane said after reading out the ABC let-
ter. 

“I am here to guide you to execute your 
plans procedurally otherwise there will be 
lots of litigation. I have no problem with your 
letter, only that I have one comment. The cur-
rent four-party government is led by the ABC 
and there is a coalition agreement that binds 
all coalition partners.” 

Mr Motanyane said the ABC did not specify 
how its decision to withdraw from the cur-
rent government would affect its three cur-
rent coalition partners — the AD, BNP and 
RCL. 

“When one party withdraws from the coali-
tion, it repudiates its agreement with the rest 
of its current partners. Is that what you (ABC) 
are saying you have done?

“I see nothing is being said in your letter 
about the (current four-party) agreement- 
whether it is terminated or what exactly this 
(ABC)’s withdrawal means. 

“Naturally, there must be a termination of 
the existing coalition to make way for a new 
coalition agreement. The biggest question is, 
what about the existing coalition? This letter 
(advising of the ABC-DC deal) will be respond-
ed to when clarity has been advanced (on the 
fate of the current four-party coalition). It will 
be too premature to discuss this letter before 
then. 

“We will make a decision when these ques-
tions have been responded to…Go and make 
corrections so that we can deal with this issue 

Confusion over Thabane’s departure date

CONFUSION surrounds Prime Minis-
ter Thomas Thabane’s exact date of 
departure. In his televised address to 

the nation on Thursday, the premier said 
he was willing to step down on 29 or 31 
May 2020.

“You will recall that I have always been 
consistent that it is my wish to retire from 
office by the 31st of May 2020, or the earlier 
date of the 29th May 2020, if all the neces-
sary conditions for my retirement are put 
in place,” Mr Thabane said. 

However, Mr Thabane’s office said he 
had erroneously stated that he was leaving 
in May. Shortly after Mr Thabane’s speech, 
his spokesperson Relebohile Moyeye sent 
an audio clip to different WhatsApp groups 
of journalists informing them that “the 
honourable Prime Minister made a mistake 
(in saying he will leave in May), it was a slip 
of the tongue”. 

“As you can see from his written state-
ment, he is leaving office on 31 July 2020 as 
he had earlier indicated in January 2020,” 
Mr Moyeye said.

The Government Secretary, Moahloli 
Mphaka, echoed similar sentiments last 
night.

“The prime minister’s speech clearly 
states that he is leaving office on or before 
31 July 2020,” Mr Mphaka told the Sunday 
Express.

ABC deputy leader Professor Nqosa Ma-
hao said it was important for Mr Thabane 
to clear the confusion by writing to the King 
stating his exact departure date.

“He needs to clear the confusion. As it 
is, there is one version of his speech which 
speaks of 29 May as the date of his depar-
ture and another version which speaks of 
31 July. 

“So, his letter to His Majesty should clear 
the confusion between 29 May and 31 July 
2020,” Prof Mahao said in an interview 
with this publication.

Mr Thabane’s opponents see the confu-
sion over his departure date as a deliberate 
ploy to prolong his tenure. They want him 
to quit now or face a no confidence vote 
(see main story).

procedurally,” Mr Motanyane said. 
Immediately after the speaker’s ruling, the 

ABC and its new allies addressed a joint press 
conference saying there was no going back on 
their deal to form a new government. 

“The speaker has advised us to amend the 
letter and we will do as advised. We have 
enough seats to form government,” ABC 
chairperson Samuel Rapapa said. 

DC deputy leader Motlalentoa Letsosa later 
told the Sunday Express that they expected Mr 
Motanyane to make a final ruling on the mat-
ter tomorrow. 

“The amended letter should reach the of-
fice of the speaker by 8am on Monday (to-
morrow). We expect the speaker to make a 
final ruling on the formation of a new govern-
ment,” Mr Letsosa said.

He said even if Mr Motanyane did not rule 
in their favour, they still had an option of 
ousting Mr Thabane through a no confidence 
vote in parliament.

ABC deputy leader Prof Mahao yesterday 
told the Sunday Express that they wrote to Mr 
Motanyane to show Mr Thabane that he no 
longer enjoyed any support. Prof Mahao said 
the premier’s options had run out therefore 
he had no choice but to step down without 
further delay.

He said although they had the numbers, 
they would not rush into a no confidence vote 
against Mr Thabane. This was to give him a 
chance to voluntarily step down in line with 
the party’s undertaking to South African spe-
cial envoy, Jeff Radebe, that he would be al-
lowed to go with “dignity, grace and security”. 

“The idea behind presenting the letter to 
parliament was to show the prime minister 
that the numbers are heavily stacked against 
him and he has to indicate when he will step 
down. And that must be done as quickly as 
possible,” Prof Mahao. 

“It is to say that if he doesn’t cooperate then 
he will face a no confidence vote. We had al-
ready committed in our discussions with the 
international community (SADC) to ensuring 
that the prime minister is given a dignified 
exit. 

“We do not yet intend to pass a no confi-
dence vote against him. To avoid that the 
prime minister must make a formal com-
mitment to retiring and this should be in the 
form of a letter addressed to His Majesty the 
King. That letter must clear the confusion re-
garding the exact date of his departure. 

“His letter to King Letsie III should be a le-
gally binding commitment to stepping down 
and it must stipulate an exact date for his de-
parture,” said Prof Mahao.

ABC chairperson Mr Rapapa also said yes-
terday that there was no going back on the 
ABC-DC deal to form a new government. He 
said their revised letter to be presented to 
Mr Motanyane tomorrow would state clearly 
that the current coalition deal was dead in 
the water and a new government had to be 
formed.

He said they wanted the speaker to advise 
the Council of State of the ABC-DC deal and 
the council in turn advises the King so that 
a new government could be immediately 
formed to replace the current one.

He said it was up to Mr Thabane to assume 
temporary leadership of the new government 
before Dr Majoro takes over.

“We are saying the current four party gov-
ernment should immediately be replaced by 
a new ABC-DC led coalition. The AD must now 
leave government and join the LCD in the op-
position. 

“Our agreement states that the prime min-
ister should be from the ABC with the DC 
providing the deputy prime minister. If he 
accepts, Ntate Thabane can lead the new gov-
ernment until his retirement on 29 May 2020. 
After that date, he will be succeeded by Dr 
Majoro. But if Ntate Thabane doesn’t accept 
we will still go ahead to form a new govern-
ment with Dr Majoro leading it. The no con-
fidence vote will be the last resort if (Mr Tha-
bane) refuses to step down by the 29th of May,” 
Mr Rapapa said.

The premier’s representatives have none-
theless clarified the May date was mentioned 
in error.

THOMAS Thabane.
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Lesotho to benefit from M6, 6 billion 
British funded immunisation programme
Nthatuoa Koeshe 

LESOTHO is one of the countries 
that are set to benefit from a 
M6, 6 billion fund provided 

by the British government for the 
vaccination of 75 million children 
against deadly diseases in the 
world’s poorest countries.

The funds will be administered by 
a vaccine alliance called Gavi.

The British High Commission in 
Lesotho last week said British Prime 
Minister Boris Johnson’s (pictured) 
administration had committed to 
paying M6, 6 billion annually for the 
next five years towards the cause.

Gavi is an international organisa-
tion tasked with improving access 
to new and underused vaccines for 
children living in underdeveloped 
countries. The commission said Le-
sotho was one of the countries that 
would benefit from the programme. 
The M6, 6 billion pledge is also be 
used to support Gavi’s efforts in 
ensuring that developing countries 
recover from the impact of the COV-
ID-19. 

Although it is unclear how much 
will be spent on Lesotho, the initia-
tive is also meant to tackle diseases 
like measles, polio and typhoid that 
“still kill hundreds of thousands of 
people each year”.

The commission said “by vacci-
nating millions of children against 
deadly diseases, we are supporting 
healthcare systems in the world’s 
poorest countries so they can cope 
with rising coronavirus cases”.

“The UK has confirmed that it will 

Courts 
resumes 
hearings

‘MABOHLOKOA Mapikitla.

be the largest supporter of the inter-
national alliance to vaccinate chil-
dren against deadly diseases, sav-
ing millions of lives,” the statement 
from the British High Commission 
said. 

“Speaking to members of parlia-

ment, International Development 
Secretary Anne-Marie Trevelyan 
announced a funding pledge equiv-
alent of £330-million (about M6, 
6 billion) a year over the next five 
years to Gavi.” 

The United Kingdom’s Interna-

tional Development minister Anne-
Marie Trevelyan said the Covid-19 
pandemic had proven how critical 
vaccines are.

“The coronavirus pandemic 
shows us now more than ever the 
vital role vaccines play in protecting 

us all. By supporting Gavi, the vac-
cine alliance, we are also helping 
stop the spread of infectious diseas-
es, saving millions of lives.

“As coronavirus vaccine trials be-
gin, we need to make sure any suc-
cessful vaccine will be available to 
everyone. Gavi will be integral to 
achieving this,” Ms Trevelyan said.

The commission said the UK was 
a longstanding donor to Gavi since 
its formation in 2000. To date, Gavi 
has vaccinated 760 million children 
in Africa; saving more than 13 mil-
lion lives which could have been lost 
had it not been of the programme. 

Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala, the board 
chair of Gavi said their work was 
increasingly important as they 
were playing a vital role by keeping 
immunisation programmes going 
across the world thereby reducing 
the chances of more global disease 
outbreaks.  Dr Okonjo-Iweala said 
Gavi’s work was helping developing 
countries respond to the Covid-19 
pandemic.

“This pledge will make a huge dif-
ference to these efforts and I’d like 
to thank the UK, as Gavi’s biggest 
donor since its inception, for their 
leadership over the past two dec-
ades,” Dr Okonjo-Iweala said. 

Gavi chief executive officer, Seth 
Berkley said the funding would 
protect hundreds of millions of chil-
dren against deadly diseases and 
also help health systems to repair 
and rebuild when the enormous 
impact of Covid-19 subsides. 

“I’d like to thank the UK public for 
this pledge, an investment in Gavi is 
an investment in a safer, healthier 
world.

“It means we can continue our 
work leading international efforts 
to ensure universal access to a Cov-
id-19 vaccine, as well as to maintain 
the infrastructure needed to deploy 
it at scale around the world, which 
offers our best means of ending this 
crisis,” Dr Berkley said.

Mohalenyane Phakela 

THE High Court and the magis-
trates’ courts will this week re-
sume hearing ordinary cases, 

says the spokesperson for the judici-
ary, ‘Mabohlokoa Mapikitla.

The move follows the lifting of the 
national lockdown by Prime Minis-
ter Thomas Thabane on Tuesday. 

The courts had suspended hear-
ings for ordinary cases last month in 
line with the nationwide lockdown 
to fight the coronavirus pandemic. 
They only attended to urgent mat-
ters with skeletal staff.

The lockdown began on 30 March 
and ended on 5 May 2020. Ms 
Mapikitla said the courts will resume 
ordinary sessions from tomorrow. 

“However, we will maintain social 
distancing and other health precau-
tions including providing sanitisers 
for everyone who enters the courts. 
To ensure social distancing, only 
litigants, lawyers and the media will 
be allowed to attend cases while the 
general public remains excluded un-
til the Covid-19 crisis is resolved,” she 
said.

One of the cases to be heard this 
week is that of two soldiers, Corporal 
Tjekane Sebolai and Private Selone 
Ratšiu, accused of the murder of 
Lisebo Tang and the attempted mur-
der of her companion, Tšepo Jane, on 
9 May 2014 near the Ha Leqele home 
of former army commander Lieu-
tenant General Tlali Kamoli.

The trial will run from Monday to 
Friday before Botswana judge Ka-
belo Lebotse.

Meanwhile, the Court of Appeal 
will also open its first session for 
2020 via video link on Tuesday.

The apex court was initially sched-
uled to hold its first sitting from 
14 April to 1 May 2020. It was post-
poned due to the lockdown.

Court of Appeal President Justice 
Kananelo Mosito recently said judg-
es would work from wherever they 
are without physically coming to Ma-
seru because of the threat posed by 
Covid-19.

The apex court judges are Petrus 
Damaseb (Namibia), Phillip Muson-
da (Zambia), and Moses Chinhengo 
and Tafuma Mtshiya from Zimba-
bwe.  
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The misguided war on global value chains

What a damp squib!!! 
THOMAS Thabane’s Thursday speech will go down in history as 

a wasted opportunity to set a prime minister’s record straight.  
Instead of providing a clear date for his departure and in the 

process claim some measure of control over his fate, Mr Thabane 
huffed and puffed.  Now the premier has given his ever-increasing 
band of opponents all the ammunition to humiliate him out of office. 

Mr Thabane has said on several occasions that he intends to retire 
due to old age after more than 50 years in active politics. But the pre-
mier has been imprecise about the dates of his intended departure. 
He has previously said he could step down on 31 July 2020 or earlier 
if all the processes for his retirement are finalised. On other occa-
sions, he has also hinted he could even stay beyond that date.  His 
legal term of office expires in 2022 and he won’t be stampeded into 
retiring, he has reminded us. For him to go on national television on 
Thursday and repeat the confusion is not helpful to himself or any-
one else. In his address he said he could step down by the 31st of May 
“or by the earlier date of the 29th of May 2020, if all the necessary 
conditions for my retirement are put in place”. Needless to try and 
even comprehend the difference between quitting on 29 or 31 May. 

No sooner had he said this than his spokesperson, Relebohile 
Moyeye, flooded different WhatsApp groups of journalists inform-
ing them that “the honourable Prime Minister made a mistake (in 
saying he will leave in May), it was a slip of the tongue”. “As you can 
see from his written statement, he is leaving office on 31 July 2020 as 
he had earlier indicated in January 2020,” Mr Moyeye said in an au-
dio recording. At the earliest, the premier could leave mid-June 2020.

So, it’s back to 31 July 2020.  After all the anticipation that he would 
provide a firm date for his departure, in light of the pressure for him 
to go soon, and even after South African special envoy Jeff Radebe’s 
hint that Mr Thabane’ was on the verge of quitting, we are essentially 
back to square one. What a disgrace? The reality is that the ground 
has shifted under Mr Thabane’s feet. For him not to acknowledge 
this fact speaks to the premier’s prosaic mindlessness.  As we report 
elsewhere in this edition, two huge developments happened soon af-
ter the premier’s inane delivery on Thursday. First, His Majesty King 
Letsie III assented to the constitutional amendment bill which clips 
his powers to remain in office by advising the King to dissolve parlia-
ment and call for fresh elections in the event of a successful no confi-
dence vote against him. This means that for all his stubborn refusal 
to leave now, he is now just a sitting duck, now starring the ignominy 
of a no confidence vote. The second important development, closely 
connected with the first, is that of more parties joining his own ABC’s 
pact with the main opposition Democratic Congress (DC) to form a 
new government which excludes him and Deputy Prime Minister 
Monyane Moleleki’s Alliance of Democrats (AD). About 78 legislators 
are now confirmed as wanting to see Mr Thabane’s back.  There is 
now nothing left to save Mr Thabane from an ignominious exit via a 
no confidence motion unless he does the honourable thing and quits 
now.

Mr Thabane has made a lot of noise about leaving only when pro-
cesses for his departure are finalised. We don’t know what exactly 
the PM has in mind insofar as these processes are concerned. The 
fact is that everything that needs to be done for his departure has 
been done. His party has chosen a successor in finance minister 
Moeketsi Majoro. The main opposition party, the DC, has thrown its 
weight behind Dr Majoro. As we have said before. And as we repeat 
now, the ABC/DC deal is the best option to save this country from the 
tragic precipice that Lesotho is starring into. The sooner Mr Thabane 
goes to give life to this deal the better. There can be no better sce-
nario than having the two biggest parties in the country work for 
its common good. The Prime Minister is only bidding time because 
he is opposed to this deal. He also believes that somehow, he can 
achieve an immunity arrangement that will save him and his wife 
from standing trial for Lipolelo’s murder. That is not going to hap-
pen. The sooner Mr Thabane vacates office the better for this coun-
try. He made his bed by making a lot of bad decisions, chiefly among 
them letting his unhinged wife hold sway over the affairs of state. He 
must now lie in it. 

It is vitally important that Minister Majoro has spoken out on the 
ABC/DC deal as reported elsewhere in this edition.  This must be very 
bewildering for a premier who seems at ease with sycophants and 
charlatans like Chalane Phori who are obviously not driven by the 
national interest.  Dr Majoro, like the educated man he is, chose his 
words very carefully. His remarks though must be yet another clear 
signal to Mr Thabane that the game is up.  One doesn’t need to be 
a rocket scientist or expert semiotician to sift through Dr Majoro’s 
words to understand his very clear and loud message:  The current 
coalition government, or Mr Thabane in particular, is now an unaf-
fordable liability for this country. He must go now. But we should not 
hold our collective breaths. Let’s not be surprised if Dr Thabane does 
the unthinkable and in fact proceeds to fire Dr Majoro as his charla-
tan cronies  are exhorting him to do. Witness how he has doggedly 
continued to try and fire Police Commissioner Holomo Molibeli de-
spite losing every court case that has arisen from his futile  efforts. 
Firing Dr Majoro is the most stupid thing that Mr Thabane can do 
now.  

He however can still do himself a lot of good by penning his resig-
nation letter and heading straight to His Majesty’s palace. That is the 
thing we expected to hear him say on Thursday. Not the damp squib 
he gave us.  He can still say it now failing which he now faces the 
spectre of being bulldozed out of office.

THE Covid-19 pandemic has brought 
the global economy to an abrupt 
halt and highlighted the fragility of 

existing global value chains. Demolishing 
these key drivers of international trade and 
investment would only make a bad situa-
tion worse and hurt developing economies 
disproportionately. The answer to the prob-
lem of global value chains is not to break 
them up, but to make them more diverse 
and inclusive.

Most international trade and investment 
occur in networks which divide production 
into discrete steps that can be carried out in 
different countries. Firms exchange inputs 
and outputs in cross-border value chains, 
some of great complexity. These value 
chains — whether intra-firm or inter-firm, 
regional or global – accounted for more 
than two thirds of world trade in 2017 and 
an astonishing 80 percent in some manu-
facturing industries.

But, as a result of Covid-19, global mer-
chandise trade is set to plummet by an 
estimated 13 percent-32 percent in 2020. 
Worse yet, the pandemic has paralysed 
manufacturing networks and supply 
chains — especially in China, which ac-
counts for 28 percent of global manufactur-
ing output. That has delayed the delivery 
of essential services and food, pharmaceu-
ticals, basic medical products (including 
surgical gowns and masks), electronics and 
automotive components, metals, and other 
manufactured goods.

In the aftermath of the damage and eco-
nomic disruption wrought by Covid-19, 
business leaders are reassessing the ex-
tent of their firms’ dependency on single 
foreign suppliers and examining how to 
mitigate strategic vulnerabilities. And there 
are growing calls from rich-country politi-
cal leaders for radical shifts in production 
structures and trade policy.

Some Western governments have an-
nounced plans to encourage more domes-
tic production of basic necessities. But these 
countries’ high average wage and produc-
tivity levels will make labour-intensive 
goods, basic manufacturing, and some 
services expensive to produce, while pro-
tective measures such as tariffs will hurt 
domestic consumers.

Some advanced economies are also in-
creasing their scrutiny of foreign invest-
ments related to the supply of critical goods 
and services. Such policies, which are inten-
tionally left vague, apply to almost all prod-
ucts and are largely intended to discourage 
takeovers of domestic firms by Chinese 
investors during the pandemic. And some 
developing countries, such as India, have 
started to impose similar curbs.

But dismantling global value chains 
(GVCs) and erecting barriers to foreign 
direct investment (FDI) are bad ideas. Im-
plementing them would augur the return 
of the worst forms of protectionism and 
economic micro-nationalism, with poten-
tially devastating consequences for global 
prosperity, stability, and peace.

Such policies could amount to a death 
sentence for many low-income economies 
and would worsen inequalities between 
countries, thus exacerbating the current 

weakness of global aggregate demand. After 
all, global growth has benefited enormously 
from the emergence of large new markets 
in once-poor countries such as Japan, China, 
or South Korea, all of which have become 
reliable sources of consumer demand and 
investment financing.

By and large, rich countries benefit from 
GVCs. Lower transport costs and innova-
tions in packaging mean that many goods 
can now be produced far away from their 
eventual markets. As a result, high-value 
goods are often manufactured in low-cost 
regions of the world. And by adopting a 
global sourcing model based on cross-bor-
der supply chains, many firms in advanced 
economies can take advantage of these re-
duced costs.

Companies that participate in GVCs thus 
become more efficient and productive. As 
they move into higher-value (often capital-
intensive) industries that are able to pay 
their employees higher wages and upgrade 
their activities toward the technological 
frontier. GVCs also create opportunities to 
subcontract the production of goods with 
increasingly sophisticated components, 
manage manufacturing processes requir-
ing several layers of expertise, and tailor 
production to demand.

Developing countries, whose share in 
global value-added trade has increased 
from 20 percent in 1990 to 30 percent in 
2000 to over 40 percent today, also benefit 
from GVCs, with even the poorest increas-
ingly participating in them. This has result-
ed in positive spill overs for the domestic 
economy, especially in countries that up-
grade their industries in a manner consist-
ent with their comparative advantages.

Participation in GVCs also tends to be cor-
related with optimal sources of external fi-
nancing — primarily FDI. Unlike portfolio 
investment, FDI reflects foreigners’ commit-
ment to long-term business relationships in 
industries that capitalise on comparative 
advantage. Besides providing developing 
countries with much-needed stable non-
debt finance, FDI inflows are associated 
with higher employment, transfers of tech-
nology and managerial know-how, and 
learning opportunities for workers within 
and across firms.

In the unfavourable business environ-
ments typical of many developing coun-
tries, GVCs can stimulate the emergence of 
well-functioning clusters of private firms in 
competitive industries. They also provide 
small and medium-size domestic firms op-
portunities to join strong international net-
works of partners, suppliers, and clients, 
which can bring access to finance, higher 
standards, and expanded markets.

Crippling GVCs in response to the pan-
demic will therefore be self-defeating. To be 
sure, rich economies may have legitimate 
concerns about relying too heavily or solely 
on China or any other single country for key 
parts and materials. But the answer is not 

to dismantle GVCs or roll back global trade, 
but rather to revamp supply, identify the 
vulnerabilities, and mitigate the risks.

For starters, multi-sourcing, or having 
suppliers in different regions of the world, 
would build in redundancy in case of dis-
ruptions. Second, we must ensure that 
governments’ Covid-19 rescue packages 
account for long-term effects on climate 
change, promote economic sustainability, 
and strengthen supplier codes of conduct 
regarding labour and environmental prac-
tices. New technologies and organisational 
systems such as 4D printing could render 
supply chains more efficient and sustain-
able, by making it possible to create objects 
that not only anticipate but also respond 
to changes in environmental conditions, 
thereby enabling self-assembly and creat-
ing opportunities for on-demand, custom-
ised production.

Third, large firms receiving state bailouts 
should commit to rebalancing the distribu-
tion of activities and benefits within GVCs to 
ensure that poor countries are not stuck in 
lower-value-added production. Finally, pro-
viding working-capital loans to small busi-
nesses — the main source of employment 
in many economies — would help to im-
prove their position in GVCs and break the 
current core-periphery pattern of “good” 
jobs in the Global North and “bad” jobs in 
the Global South.

The Covid-19 pandemic has brought the 
global economy to an abrupt halt and high-
lighted the fragility of existing GVCs. Demol-
ishing these key drivers of international 
trade and investment would only make a 
bad situation worse and hurt developing 
economies disproportionately. The answer 
to the problem of GVCs is not to break them 
up, but to make them more diverse and in-
clusive. — BM

l Célestin Monga is the former Vice Pres-
ident and Chief Economist of the African 
Development Group and former Manag-
ing Director at the United Nations Indus-
trial Development Organisation, is Sen-
ior Economic Adviser at the World Bank.

Célestin 
Monga

Words of Wisdom

THE best way to find yourself is 
to lose yourself in the service of 

others — Mahatma Gandhi

Comment
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IT is no longer a question of if but when the Prime Minister 
Thomas Thabane will retire. Last week, Dr Thabane an-
nounced that he was retiring because his stamina was gone 

after more than five decades in the civil service and in active pol-
itics.

It does not matter that some think the real reasons are the 
murder allegations levelled against him and the pressure from 
his own All Basotho Convention (ABC) party. What matters most 
is that Dr Thabane is going and now that he has agreed to step 
down after the processes to appoint his successor have been 
finalised, the nation and it’s development partners are keenly 
watching the ABC to see how it will handle the succession issue.

We are also watching the unfolding developments and it is our 
hope that the ABC will seize this opportunity to not only preside 
over a smooth process but more importantly settle on a deserv-
ing candidate with the right mix of appeal to all sectors as well as 
the right credentials to lead the country out of the socio-econom-
ic and political challenges.

At the height of the ABC’s infighting in June last year, the party 
legislators loyal to deputy leader, Professor Nqosa Mahao joined 
forces to file a no confidence motion against Dr Thabane in par-
liament.

They proposed ABC chairperson Samuel Rapapa as the Care-
taker Prime Minister in place of Dr Thabane. Now as Dr Thabane 
edges towards the exit door, we do not for a second believe that 
Mr Rapapa is a shoe-in to succeed him.

Even other party stalwarts like Prof Mahao and secretary gen-
eral Lebohang Hlaele are not in the running because they do not 
meet the constitutional requirements which state that a prime 
minister should only be appointed from members of the national 
assembly, we still think there will be jostling among party heavy-
weights for the top post.

There will probably be acrimony and mudslinging among the 
aspirants but we hope that at the end of it all, the party will still 
close ranks and everyone rallies behind the chosen successor.

The ABC has no other choice but to lead the way by uniting 
because disunity and a consequent split could precipitate snap 
elections which- even by the admission of opposition Lesotho 
Congress for Democracy leader, Mothetjoa Metsing- the country 
can ill-afford them.

 We simply don’t have the money to fund snap elections and 
even if we had it, it would be better spent on education, health or 
any other developmental programme.

In any event, the country needs to embark on fresh exercise to 
delineate electoral constituencies and the voters’ roll is said to be 
in shambles and in need of updating. All of this requires a vibrant 
and functional Independent Electoral Commission (IEC). Unfor-
tunately the elections body is dysfunctional on account of there 
being no commissioners to replace the trio of Mahapela Lehohla, 
‘Mamosebi Pholo and Makase Nyaphisi whose contracts were 
not renewed by the government when they expired in January 
2019.

All these are compelling reasons why the ABC has no choice 
but to close ranks and avoid a damaging split that could collapse 
the government after nominating Dr Thabane’s successor.

The ABC has an excellent opportunity to nominate a deserving 
candidate who will appeal to the previously feuding factions as a 
unifying force. 

The ideal candidate must also be one with sufficient interna-
tional clout to appeal to regional, continental and international 
development partners. This must be someone with the requisite 
understanding of international relations to ensure that we do not 
fall foul of our regional, continental and international commit-
ments.

We would not want a repeat of the embarrassing debacle 
where the country has been issuing contradictory statements 
on the Morocco-Western Sahara conflict when the regional and 
continental position is very clear that Western Sahara has a right 
to self-determination and independence.

We therefore urge ABC members to be alive to the fact that 
theirs is a huge task with local and world implications. The task of 
choosing Dr Thabane’s successor is not a Mickey Mouse game, it 
calls for high-mindedness on the part of everyone involved.

Comment

Sunday 
Talk

Of memory and not forgetting

Thabane successor: 
ABC must put nation’s 

interests first

Words of
Wisdom

Marianne Merten

REMEMBERING the past is a conscious 
act. And who we remember in public 
spaces is a signifier of a nation’s values.

Amid the cobblestones of Bebelplatz in 
Berlin, just where Humboldt University 
stands in what used to be part of East Ger-
many, is a glass pane. Smallish, maybe 60cm 
by 60cm. Below is a stark white room with 
empty bookshelves.

This memorial commemorates the 1933 
book burning by the Nazis, whose student 
union on 10 May that year destroyed the 
writings of hundreds of freethinking authors, 
philosophers and scientists. A bronze plaque 
embedded in the cobblestones explains.

In the shadow of the university, this is a 
powerful caution. A reminder of how an act 
that may have been spectacular in its mob 
optics should have served as a warning of the 
terror that unfolded.

The Bebelplatz memorial is easily over-
looked. Not so the Memorial to the Murdered 
Jews of Europe, 2,710 stelae over 19,073 
square metres just off Brandenburg Gate and 
the Bundestag, Germany’s parliament.

Arising from journalist Lea Rosh’s proposal 
for a “memorial as a visible commitment to 
action” made during a 1988 panel discussion, 
on 25 June 1999 the Bundestag passed a res-
olution for its construction. It was completed 
in May 2005.

It is a stark reminder of Nazi terror and 
murder. It’s a caution for it never to be al-
lowed to happen again. Even if right now in 
Europe, as in the United States and the Unit-
ed Kingdom, right-wing forces and populism 
are on the rise — and as South Africa is getting 
its own dose of fascist populism.

Memorials are of the act of remembrance 
— like the commemoration of the 75th an-
niversary of Auschwitz’s liberation at the 
memorial to Europe’s murdered Jews on 27 
January 2020 — a caution against forgetting, 
but also an account of how a city is shaped.

In Helsinki, there are public boards at 
many intersections showing how the cross-
roads looked, say 100 years ago, through the 
contrast of a rather provincial snapshot with 
the reality of a bustling avenue.

So too in Berlin. Boards along the side-
walks explain the architecture — how a sum-
mer getaway palace became a block of flats, 
or how after blocks of buildings were razed in 
World War II, the East Germans built “luxury 
apartments” that still exist today.

The structure with the greatest impact 
was the wall that cut through Berlin. Today 
it’s clearly visible, with paving stones mark-
ing the course of the wall in many parts of 
the now unified German capital. 

At the Bundestag the wall literally put the 

bombed-out Reichtstag, as it was known, on 
the side of the Western Allies and the MPs’ 
offices on the East side.

The graffiti of Russian soldiers liberating 
Berlin in May 1945 is integral to the Bun-
destag building today as is a more modern 
tribute to democracy — a column on which 
flashes the transcripts of House debates.

The Wall Memorial at Bernauer Strasse 
graphically illustrates how a community was 
divided in one fell swoop in 1961. On the wall 
of one broken terrace of housing is a gigantic 
photo depicting Garten Strasse then. The 
now with construction at the underground 
train station is today’s reality.

Rusted iron rods running along the paving 
stones marking the route of the wall are one 
part of the memorial, fragments of the origi-
nal wall, including foundations for spotlights, 
are another.

As are markers to those who fled, or tried 
to flee.

It is this attention to the individual histo-
ries and acts of ordinary persons that runs 
like a golden thread through the memorials 
against forgetting.

Acts of courage, victims and survivors are 
honoured by their individual recognition – in 
name, and through images and personal pos-
sessions.

This is a historical perspective that hon-
ours Everyman — and goes beyond elite hag-
iographies.

Significantly, in this approach to memory 
and not forgetting, the perpetrators of the 
Nazi terror and murders are held accountable 
also by being identified by name, in photos 
and in survivors’ accounts — even if those 
Nazis committed suicide, escaped abroad or 
received minimal jail terms. 

And the Nazi correspondence that chilling-
ly lists numbers of people killed is on display 
to highlight the guise of legitimacy Nazis gave 
the terror and murders of millions of Jews, 
and those of different political convictions, 
gays, physically and mentally disabled, the 

Roma and Sinti.
Many of the memorials are less than 3o 

years old, as the November 1989 fall of the 
wall appears to have been a catalyst. But the 
more recent memorials are not at odds with 
others such as the Soviet War Memorial in 
Tiergarten, dedicated to the Russian soldiers 
who fell, as the inscription states, in the fight 
against fascism.

The decision to support all these memori-
als from the public purse is crucial — as is the 
free admission at most. The memorials are 
part of the official Visit Berlin website.

Berlin’s memorials against forgetting are 
a public expression of a commitment to not 
allow the emergence of the inhumane, the 
atrocious and the undemocratic

They are living history that places the indi-
vidual at the centre — in tribute to acts of cour-
age, determination and persistence against 
terror, but also in condemnation of participa-
tion and complicity in the Nazi terror.

Herein lies a crucial lesson for South Africa. 
— DM

l Marianne Merten has written on Par-
liament since 2016 for Daily Maverick. 

The views in this article do not 
reflect those of the Sunday Express, 

but those of the writer.

It isn’t the mountains ahead 
to climb that wear you out; 
it’s the pebble in your shoe. 

— Muhammad Ali
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Constitutional amendment bill gazetted 
Ntsebeng Motsoeli

A CRUCIAL consti-
tutional amend-
ment bill clipping a 

prime minister’s power to 
dodge ouster via a no con-
fidence motion was on 
Friday gazetted into law.

This after King Letsie 
III appended his signa-
ture to the bill which had 
been presented to him on 
Wednesday. 

Attorney General Ad-
vocate Haae Phoofolo 
had submitted an accom-
panying report advising 
the King to assent to the 
bill, saying the proposed 
amendments not only 
curtailed a prime minis-
ters’ powers to dodge a no 
confidence vote but also 
introduced new provi-
sions for the appointment 
of a new prime minister 
if the incumbent dies or 
resigns.

Section 90 A (1) of the 
amended constitution 
states that if a prime min-
ister dies or resigns, the 
King shall, on the advice 
of the speaker of the Na-
tional Assembly, appoint 
as the new premier a 
member of the National 
Assembly who appears 
to be leader of the politi-
cal party or coalition of 
political parties that com-
mands the majority seats 
in the National Assembly. 

The previous constitu-
tion was silent on what 
should happen in the 
event of the death or 
resignation of the prime 
minister.

Therefore, Adv Phoo-
folo advised that “in my 
opinion His Majesty may 
properly assent to the 
bill” to address such is-
sues.

Now that the amend-
ment bill has become law, 
Prime Minister Thomas 
Thabane or any other 
future premier will no 
longer be able to cling to 
power by dissolving par-
liament after a success-
ful no confidence vote 
against them. A sitting 
prime minister will only 
be able to avoid ouster in 
a no confidence vote if he 
has the backing of a two 
thirds majority of the 120 
members of the National 
Assembly. 

Mr Thabane will be the 
immediate victim of the 
new law. His opponents 
will likely use the King’s 
approval of the bill to 
oust him unless the pre-
mier quits soon on his 
own volition.  

The premier on Thurs-
day said he would step 
down by 31 July 2020 or 
the earlier date of 12 June 
“if all the necessary con-
ditions for my retirement 
are put in place”.

Minister and senator grilled over Machakela’s killing
’Marafaele Mohloboli 

A MINISTER and an All Basotho Convention 
(ABC) senator were on Thursday grilled by the 
police in connection with the March 2012 mur-

der of former ABC deputy leader Sello Machakela.
Police spokesperson Superintendent Mpiti Mopeli 

on Friday told the Sunday Express that the Minister 
in the Prime Minister’s Office, Leshoboro Mohlajoa, 
and Senator Kemiso Mosenene were questioned in 
connection with the murder. 

He, however, refused to give details, only saying 
the duo was called in “to help shed light in connec-
tion with the murder of Mr Machakela”.

However, a source who spoke on condition of ano-
nymity, said the police called in Messrs Mohlajoa and 
Mosenene after being tipped off that Mr Machakela 
could have been killed because he was eying the 
same constituency which Mr Mohlajoa was inter-
ested in.

 “The police are following leads that the motive 
(for the murder) could have been   the fight over the 
right to represent the ABC in the 2012 elections. The 
deceased (Mr Machakela) had threatened his fellow 
party colleagues that after winning, he would defect 
to then then newly formed Democratic Congress (DC) 
which was led by then Prime Minister Pakalitha Mo-
sisili.

“The police have done their work and anytime 
from this week onwards, they will hand over the 
docket to the office of the Director of Public Prosecu-
tions (DPP) for a decision on whether or not to pros-
ecute,” the source said.

Mr Machakela was shot dead by unknown gun-
men at his Berea home on 19 March 2012. He was 
killed at a time when the ABC was conducting prima-
ry elections in the run-up to the May 2012 elections. 
He had openly voiced his unhappiness with the ABC 
for barring him from contesting in the Malimong 
constituency and had even taken the party to court 
to nullify the move. 

Although he died officially an ABC member, there 
were widespread reports at the time that he had de-
fected to the DC.

In the 1990s, Mr Machakela joined the then Paka-
litha Mosisili-led Lesotho Congress for Democracy 
(LCD) and in 2001, he was appointed   Labour and 
Employment minister.

He was one of LCD legislators who defected with 
then Communications minister Thomas Thabane to 
form the ABC in 2006. LESHOBORO MohlajoaKEMISO Mosenene.

HAAE Phoofolo.
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“First Lady is 
not forming 
new party”

SA deports 94 Basotho
. . . as govt monitors 13 suspected Covid-19 cases

Limpho Sello/Bereng Mpaki 
 

SOUTH Africa on Thursday 
deported 94 Basotho from its 
Lindela Repatriation Centre 

in Krugersdorp, Johannesburg.
The government is now closely 

monitoring 13 suspected corona-
virus (Covid-19) cases among the 
deportees.

The head of family health in 
the Ministry of Health, Makhoase 
Ranyali Otubanjo, told the Sun-
day Express yesterday that the 13 
had been tested and they were 
now awaiting the results due on 
Wednesday.

The deportations were effected 
after migrants rioted at the facil-
ity last week. About 37 Basotho es-
caped from the centre.

The 94 deportees bring the num-
ber of returnees from South Africa 
in the last few days to over 1000, ac-
cording to the government.

The government’s official Twitter 
account said some of the return-
ees had crossed from South Africa 
through illegal borders. Another 
500 came from South African pris-
ons after President Cyril Ramapho-
sa granted parole to almost 19 000 

prisoners.
Some of the returnees were farm 

labourers while others had trav-
elled to the neighbouring country 
for different reasons prior to the 
commencement of its lockdown on 
27 March 2020.

South Africa has become the epi-
centre of the virus in Africa with 
over 9400 cases and 186 deaths. 
Although the economic giant sur-
rounds Lesotho on all sides, the 
mountain kingdom is yet to record 
any cases. 

Authorities are on high alert to 
avoid the possible spread of the vi-
rus but the efforts could soon come 
to naught as hundreds of Basotho 
are now using illegal borders to 
cross into the country. 

Dr Ranyali Otubanjo said the mi-
grants were screened before they 
were taken to different shelter fa-
cilities where their samples were 
taken.

“More than 1000 Basotho arrived 
from South Africa over the past few 
days,” Dr Ranyali Otubanjo said 
adding: “Six hundred and sixty-
four came through porous borders 
from 3 to 7 May 2020; 500 came 
from South African prisons and 97 

were held back by the lockdown in 
that country”. 

“Upon their arrival, the people 
were screened and the 13, who 
showed signs of Covid-19, have 
been taken to isolation facilities.

“On Friday we took swabs of the 
deportees from Lindela for test-
ing for Covid-19. Thirteen of them 
showed signs of Covid-19.  

“The rest have since been re-
leased to go home but are expected 
to self-quarantine for 14 days at 
home.”

For his part, Foreign Affairs and 
International Relations minister 
Lesego Makgothi said the deportees 
were subjected to rigorous Covid-19 
tests before they were transported 
to the country.

“The information we have is that 
there were ethnic riots at Lindela 
which eventually led to 37 Basotho 
nationals who were held at the cen-
tre breaking out.

“Upon these developments, the 
South African government then de-
cided to speed up its plans to deport 
the Lesotho nationals and arranged 
rapid tests for Covid-19 for them 
before they left,” Mr Makgothi said. 

He said the 37 were still at large.

’Marafaele Mohloboli

ALLIANCE of Democrats (AD) 
loyalist Joseph Ntakha has de-
nied rumours that he could be 

on the verge of forming a new party 
with First Lady ‘Maesaiah Thabane.

Mr Ntakha and Ms Thabane’s 
pictures clad in yellow and black t-
shirts and caps this week went viral 
on social media fuelling speculation 
that they could be forming a new 
party.

In the pictures, Mr Ntakha and Ms 
Thabane appear with a few other 
people purportedly celebrating the 
formation of a new political outfit 
dubbed the People’s Convention 
(PC). 

To add to the speculation, the pic-
tures started circulating just a day 
after the release of an audio clip of 
a telephone conversation between 
radio personality Lebohang Maketa 
and Ms Thabane wherein the for-
mer is heard urging the First Lady 
to “leave the troubled All Basotho 
Convention (ABC) as it was dirty and 
in the hands of political novices”.

In the clip, Ms Maketa also urges 
Ms Thabane to advise her husband, 
Prime Minister Thomas Thabane, 
to form a new party as he still com-
mands a strong following.

“He (Mr Thabane) will just con-
vince them that he was impeded 
from serving them effectively by 

those in coalition with him,” Ms Ma-
keta is heard saying in the clip. 

Mr Ntakha’s AD and Mr Thabane’s 
faction of the ABC are not party to a 
new coalition involving Prof Ma-
hao’s faction of the ruling party and 
the opposition Democratic Congress 
(DC). (See story on Page 4).

However, Mr Ntakha told the Sun-
day Express yesterday that they took 
the pictures with the First Lady for 
fun.

“We did it for fun and also to test 
people’s reaction otherwise there is 
no new party,” Mr Ntakha said.

“We just bought the merchandise 
and exchanged it among a few peo-
ple.

“However, I can’t speak for the 
First Lady as I don’t know of her 
future plans; whether or not she 
wants to form a new party. Never-
theless, this was just a joke and there 
is nothing to write home about.”

For her part, Ms Thabane said: 
“I don’t want to be asked on issues 
from the social media and never call 
me again”.

Information officer in the Prime 
Minister’s office, Relebohile Moyeye, 
also denied knowledge of any plans 
for a new party involving the first 
family.

IEC spokesperson Tuoe Hantši 
said “there is no such party that has 
been registered with the IEC”.

There is nevertheless another 

party claiming to be called the Peo-
ple’s Convention (PC) which is yet 
to register with the IEC.  Its national 
public coordinator, Mohoalohoalo 
Jane, said the party had nothing to 
do with the First Lady.

Mr Jane’s PC was formed in Janu-
ary this year by disgruntled mem-
bers of the ABC who had previously 
ditched the leader, Mr Thabane, to 
support a faction loyal to his deputy 
Nqosa Mahao. 

They went on to form the PC say-
ing they had realised that Mr Tha-
bane would not allow Prof Mahao 
to assume control of the party’s na-
tional executive committee (NEC) 
despite being declared the rightful 
NEC by the High Court.

Mr Jane yesterday said there 
was no way another party could be 
formed with a name similar to his 
party’s.

“That is not real. It is non-existent 
and even if it were anything to go 
by, there is no way two different 
parties could share a name. We are 
the People’s Convention and have 
registered with the law office await-
ing to register with the IEC once it is 
opened for registrations.

“Our colours are blue, yellow and 
green and our logo is a wheel and 
not a star as is seen in the circulat-
ing pictures. We have nothing to do 
with that formation if it indeed ex-
ists,” Mr Jane said.

‘MAESAIAH Thabane.

LESEGO Makgothi.
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Malome Vector in SA 
breakthrough

Bataung Moeketsi

AMBITIOUZ Records’ DJ Miss Pru (South 
Africa) on Friday released her brand-
new single Price to Pay featuring her 

label mates Blaq Diamond and Lesotho’s most 
recent export to that country, Malome Vector 
(pictured).

The Afro-Pop duo, Blaq Diamond (Sphele-
le Dunywa and Ndumiso Mdletshe), is heard 
in the first and third verses in isiZulu while 
Ndumiso takes charge of the lead vocals 
backed by Sphelele.

Meanwhile, Malome Vector interchanges 
between Sesotho and English on the second 
verse on the Ndumiso-produced track.

The song is an outpouring of emotions by 
the singers who attest that music has a nega-
tive influence on artistes’ relationships. The 
track explores whether or not it is worth it for 
an artiste to pursue their career dreams at the 
expense of the love life.

Malome Vector kicks off his verse by singing 

about his arrival in Gauteng through the sup-
port of his followers and pleads with tsa Mo-
shoeshoe (Basotho) to pray for him through his 
journey. He goes on to assure his partner that 
he would soon return home to her as success 
prospects were better in 2020.

Speaking to the Xpress People on Friday, 
Malome Vector said he was happy with his de-
but release under the Ambitiouz Records sta-
ble adding that his efforts to market Sesotho 
outside the country were paying off.

“I have been working hard to get Sesotho 
out there and I think it’s finally happening,” 
Malome Vector said.

“I sang bits of my verse in Sesotho to ensure 
that those who are not conversant with the 
language can catch up.”

He said the track’s “reception has been 
amazing” given that it debuted in first place 
on iTunes in South Africa.

News of Malome Vector signing with the 
South African label broke last November and 
his Lesotho audience has been eager for new 

releases from the Ichu singer.
After officially moving to Johannesburg to 

focus on his career this year, Malome Vector 
said he was planning to shoot music videos 
and would possibly release some work soon 
while also embarking onto radio tours after 
the lockdown.

As a result of the global spread of the coro-
navirus (Covid-19), many governments have 
resorted to nationwide lockdowns to contain 
the pandemic. South Africa started its ongoing 
lockdown on 27 March 2020, but has gradual-
ly started easing confinement measures since 
last week.  Lesotho also followed suit last week 
ending the lockdown on 5 May having started 
on 30 March 2020.

“I can’t confirm a date for my new release 
as yet but the fans will have something from 
me soon. 

I’m at the studio daily to ensure that I de-
liver quality music for those who have been 
following my journey and those who are yet 
to know me,” Malome Vector said.
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‘Isibaya’ actress Asavela 
Mngqithi is going to be a mom

Bataung Moeketsi

RAPPER SirNic is on his way back to 
music having taken a break as a new-
lywed in 2017.

Before his hiatus, SirNic was on course to 
building a reputable name in the local en-
tertainment scene with his unique melodic 
style of rap and impressive beats.

Born Mahao Nicholas Tšoaeli in Dur-
ban, South Africa, SirNic moved to Upper 
Thamae, Lesotho when he was only months 
old with his parents and older brother. The 
Tšoaeli’s were later blessed with a third son 
and the only daughter before SirNic’s par-
ents divorced when he was just 14.

SirNic was forced to drop out of his second 
year at College Campus in Parktown, Johan-
nesburg where he was studying Graphics 
Design due to lack of funds after his father’s 
death in 2014.

In an interview with the Xpress People, 
SirNic unpacked the inspiration behind his 
music and how being a husband and father 
reminded him why started making music.

The rapper said having family members 
strip everything that his father had built 
from him and his siblings pushed him to 
take music seriously as it was all he had.

“I was exposed to music at a young age 
and the first record I loved was California 
Love by Tupac which was introduced to me 
by my cousin Phathuli Moruthoane,” SirNic 
said. 

“I took part in the poetry club in primary 
school (Maseru Preparatory School and 
Montessori) but my musical path began 
when I was in Grade 9 at Navalsig High 
School in Bloemfontein, South Africa.” 

As a sensitive person, music was his mode 
of self-expression.

“From Grade 6, my poetry had a lot to do 
with love and this is why in my music, I sing 
about receiving love and the love that I could 
give. That is the foundation of my music.”

He added that he started making music so 
that he could convey a message, teach and 
inspire people.

SirNic released his first single Thoughts in 
June in 2014. Among a slew of singles, he also 
released extended plays; 88 Trips (2016) and 
New Trip (2017). He was also part of the joint 
project The Format EP (2016) along with 
Aura Griffiths, Black Steel and Melly M. 

In 2017 SirNic tied the knot with the love 
of his life who was pregnant at the time and 
immediately took a sabbatical from music 
to focus on his family at his Khubetsoana 
home.

He said he took a break from the entertain-
ment industry to deal with and reflect on the 
loss of his father and other personal matters 
that he had ignored which all caught up with 
him around the time he got married.

“I did not realise that I was hurting from 
my past experiences until I had to sit down 
and be a father and a husband which forced 
me reflect on my life. I was forced to look 
differently because now I was married and 
needed to figure out the kind of example I 
needed to set for my daughter.”

The hiatus was also influenced by his 
fallout with friend and long-time producer, 
Tšeliso Makhakhe aka Black Steel due to 
miscommunication. Although they have 
mended relations, his music is now pro-
duced by Taks Beats.

Much to the liking of his fans, the rapper, 
singer, songwriter and producer ended his 
hiatus with two singles on 13 March 2020, 
Move and a remix of Taks Beats’ I Had to Do 
It alongside Piigh.

Although he plans to keep things under 
wraps, SirNic says he has a lot in store and 
promises his fans new music which will be 
accompanied by visuals and clothing mer-
chandise.

“I want to do a lot and give back as much 
as I can to those who have been supporting 
me,” SirNic said.

ASAVELA Mngqithi.

SirNic on career 
rebound

I
sibaya’s Asavela Mng-
qithi has joined the list 
of actresses who have 
announced they are ex-

pecting.
Asavela, who plays Ntwen-

hle on the much-loved teleno-
vela, shared the good news 
on Instagram, describing it 
as “the best thing she’s ever 
done”. 

In a heartfelt message to 
her unborn baby, she wrote: 
“I can’t wait to meet you. Tak-
ing you to set was kinda scary, 
but with all the risk assess-
ments the team Bomb Produc-
tions put in place, I feel confi-
dent and happy to introduce 
you to the world.”

Asavela joked that she may 
name her baby Umfihlo, which 
means “a secret”, because of 
the level of secrecy she shares 
with her unborn baby.

The actress ended her post 
with a message to all new and 
expectant mothers, urging 
them to be safe and healthy 
during the Covid-19 pandem-
ic.

“Thank you Desiree Mark-
graaff for the continuous 
support you have given us. 
To all the mothers (new and 
pregnant) out there, stay safe, 
healthy and strong in these 
difficult times.”

Asavela this week shone a 
light on life on the set of the 
show during the pandemic, 
explaining that she was social 
distancing and wearing masks 

to protect herself and others.
“They have very strict rules 

on set. It is weird working 
with masks and social distanc-
ing, but it feels good to be back 
at work. 

“We all have to learn to 
work safely and protect each 
other during this time. I am 
grateful to MultiChoice that 
we are able to work, and for 
their continued support dur-
ing lockdown,” she said in a 
statement to TshisaLIVE.

Earlier this year, actresses 
Zola Nombona and Gabisile 
Tshabalala shared the good 
news that they are also preg-
nant. 

Although Zola did not re-
veal the sex of her baby, she 
expressed the miracle of car-
rying a child in heartfelt love 
letters on her Instagram.

Gabisile announced that 
she was expecting her second 
baby through a campaign ti-
tled #SoWhatImPregnant.

Speaking to TshisaLIVE, Ga-
bisile said, “This time was very 
different from the first time. 
I think I grew some courage 
over the years and I was just 
like, ‘yes, I love my job and I 
would love to keep my job but 
if my pregnancy is an issue, I 
will be fine without this job’. 

“Luckily, it was easier to talk 
to my bosses. I’ve been in the 
industry for 11 years so I can 
compare the treatment,” she 
said. 

— TshisaLIVE

SIRNIC.
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Weekend 
Girl

KATLEHO Makhate (22) resides in Mohale’s Hoek. She is a Media Studies student at the University of Namibia in Windhoek. Apart from media, she also aspires to become a make-up artist, a published 
author and photographer/videographer. Her motto is: “Art does not conform, it is everywhere, in anything and anyone”.



   May 10 - 16  2020 Sunday Express  12  Entertainment  

Yourstars

Stranger
than

Fiction

Aries - March 21 - April 20
YOU will have to help family members sort out 
unfortunate difficulties. Try to deal with the 
problems of those less fortunate; however, don’t 
allow them to make unreasonable demands. 
Avoid being intimately involved with clients or 
colleagues. Self-deception about relationships is 
a problem.
Your lucky day this week will be Monday.
 
Taurus - April 21 - May 20
Be sure to pay attention to your financial status. 
Real estate investments will be profit able. You 
can make financial gains if you are prepared to 
take a risk. Be careful while traveling.
Your lucky day this week will be Friday.

Gemini - May 21 - June 21
Don’t let any money slip through your fingers 
this week. Take time to listen to children and help 
them with projects that seem impossible to them. 
You may find yourself in an uncomfortable situ-
ation if you have overloaded your plate uninten-
tionally. Don’t believe everything you hear.
Your lucky day this week will be Friday.

Cancer - June 22 - July 22
Don’t blow situations out of proportion. Pleas-
ure trips should be on your agenda. You can get 
ahead if you present your ideas to superiors. Put 
your emotional energy into passion not anxiety.
Your lucky day this week will be Friday.

Leo - July 23 -August 22
You will find that joint ventures could easily turn 
out to be dead end projects. Large organizations 
may try to talk you out of your hard-earned cash. 
You can meet a new romantic partner or secure 
the love connection you already have by going 
out and entertaining yourself. Physical work or 
exercise should be part of your schedule.
Your lucky day this week will be Friday.
 
Virgo - August 23 - September 22
Sports, physical fitness programs, exercise in 
general will make you feel better and show some 
pretty quick results. Time to deal with institu-
tional environments, government agencies, and 
matters of a private nature this week. Chances 
are they are jealous. Difficulties with older fe-
males in your family may turn out to be quite 
trivial after all.
Your lucky day this week will be Wednesday.

Libra - September 23 - October 22
Be sure to take time for old friends or relatives 
you don’t get to see that often. You hard work and 
dedication will pay off, so stick to your guns and 
do your job well. You need time to rejuvenate. 
Your partner could also use some time alone with 
you.
Your lucky day this week will be Tuesday
 
Scorpio - October 23 - November 21
You will meet a person who may turn out to be 
more than just a friend. You can win points with 
children if you take the time to show interest in 
their accomplishments. If you are in the midst of 
a financial deal, this is your lucky day. Don’t start 
a dispute unless you’re prepared to accept irre-
versible results.
Your lucky day this week will be Saturday.

Sagittarius - November 22 - December 20
Deception may cause disputes you can do with-
out. Put your efforts into moneymaking ventures. 
You can continue to make gains if you call a few 
people who can help you close an important deal. 
Your suggestions for fund raising events will be 
well received.
Your lucky day this week will be Tuesday.

Capricorn - December 21 - January 19
You can learn valuable information if you listen 
and observe what others are doing and saying. 
You may find acquaintances being deceptive. Ar-
guing won’t help. You can expect to have prob-
lems with your mate if you’ve been spending too 
much time away from home.
Your lucky day this week will be Saturday.
 
Aquarius - January 20 - February 18
Avoid scandals of any sort. You mustn’t be so 
trusting. You need time to rejuvenate. Look after 
financial transactions this week.
Your lucky day this week will be Tuesday
 
Pisces - February 19 - March 20
Peers may not be on your side. You will have the 
getup and go to con tribute a great deal to groups 
of interest. Try not to use emotional blackmail; 
it will only make matters worse. You could have 
a tendency to spend too much on your home or 
entertainment.
Your lucky day this week will be Wednesday.

The story of Marvin Heemeyer’s 
revenge and his killdozer

CAPTAIN Gary Torgerson of the Colorado State Patrol and James Holahan examine the fortified bulldozer driven by Marvin 
Heemeyer where it came to rest at in Granby, Colorado.

AFTER his zoning petition was dis-
missed, Marvin Heemeyer decided 
to modify his bulldozer and get re-

venge on the town that wronged him.
When Marvin Heemeyer of Granby, 

Colorado, reached a dead end in his fight 
with the zoning commission, the logical 
response would have been to petition 
them again and await a future response. 
After all, Marvin Heemeyer was said to 
be a logical man, so it makes sense that 
he would take a logical approach.

Instead, Marvin Heemeyer went 
home, outfitted his Komatsu D355A bull-
dozer with armoured plates, and drove 
it through the town knocking down 13 
buildings and causing $7 million worth 
of damage with his makeshift “killdozer.”

Marvin Heemeyer’s fight with the city 
had begun three years before his killdoz-
er rampage.

Heemeyer owned a small welding shop 
in town, where he made his living repair-
ing mufflers. He’d purchased the land 
on which his shop was built in 1992, and 
over the years had agreed to sell the land 
to a concrete company to build a plant. 
The negotiations hadn’t been easy, and 
he’d been having trouble agreeing with 
the company on a suitable price.

In 2001, the city approved construction 
of a concrete plant, zoning the land next 
to Heemeyer’s for the use. Heemeyer 
was furious, as he’d used the land for the 
past nine years as a shortcut between his 
home and his muffler shop. He petitioned 
the city to have the property rezoned to 
prevent the construction of the plant, but 
was rejected on multiple occasions.

So, in early 2003, Marvin Heemeyer de-
cided he had enough. A few years earlier, 
he purchased a bulldozer with the intent 
to use it to create an alternative route to 
his muffler shop. Now, however, it would 
serve a new purpose as his weapon of 
mass destruction, the killdozer.

He began outfitting his bulldozer with 
armoured plates, covering the cabin, en-

gine, and parts of the tracks. He’d created 
the armour himself, using a concrete mix 
poured between sheets of steel, some-
times creating plates over a foot thick. 
In the end, the killdozer was resistant to 
small arms fire and resistant to explo-
sives — and indeed, the rounds fired at it 
during the rampage had no ill effect.

As the armour covered much of the 
cabin, a video camera was mounted 
on the exterior for visibility, covered 
by 3-inch bulletproof plastic. Inside the 
makeshift cockpit were two monitors on 
which Heemeyer could observe his de-
struction. 

There were also fans and an air con-
ditioner to keep him cool while he pum-
melled the town.

Finally, he fashioned three-gun ports 
and outfitted them with a .50 calibre ri-
fle, a .308 semi-automatic, and a .22 long 
rifle. According to authorities, once he’d 
sealed himself inside the cockpit, it would 
be impossible to get out — and they don’t 
believe he ever wanted to.

When his killdozer was finished almost 
a year and a half after Heemeyer began 
assembling it, he readied himself for his 
attack. On June 4, 2004, he sealed himself 
inside of his killdozer’s cockpit and set 
out for the town.

He drove the machine out of his shop 
through the wall, then plowed through 
the concrete plant, the Town Hall, a 

newspaper office, a former judge’s wid-
ow’s home, a hardware store, and other 
homes. Authorities realized that every 
business or home that had been bull-
dozed had some connection to Heemeyer 
and his plight against the zoning commit-
tee.

For two hours and seven minutes, 
Marvin Heemeyer and his killdozer ram-
paged through the town, damaging 13 
buildings and knocking out gas services 
to City Hall. Such a panic was caused 
that the governor considered author-
izing the National Guard to attack with 
Apache helicopters and an anti-tank mis-
sile. The attacks were even in place and 
had Heemeyer not wedged himself in 
the basement of a hardware store on his 
own, they would have been carried out.

As he attempted to bulldoze Gambles 
hardware store, he got the killdozer stuck 
in the foundation. With the end in sight, 
Heemeyer killed himself with a gunshot 
to the head in his cockpit, determined to 
leave the world on his own terms.

Despite the nearly $7 million in prop-
erty damage done to the town of Granby, 
not a single human besides Heemeyer 
was killed. A reverse 911 system was 
used to notify residents of the killdozer so 
that they could get out of the way in time.

After the rampage, authorities 
searched Heemeyer’s home and found 
multiple notes and audio tapes that out-
lined Heemeyer’s motivations. They also 
found that several men who had visited 
Heemeyer’s shop where he was building 
the killdozer had never noticed it, a fact 
which encouraged Heemeyer.

As for Marvin Heemeyer’s killdozer it-
self, state officials decided to take it apart 
and sell it for scrap. They sent the pieces 
to dozens of scrap yards to stop admirers 
of Heeymyers from snatching a piece, as 
it soon became clear that the killdozer 
was going to be the subject of amateur 
builders for years to come. 

— ati
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HEALTH Minister Nkaku Kabi (left) chats with Foreign Affairs Minister Lesego Makgothi at 
a meeting on the Covid-19 response at the Post Office building in Maseru on Friday.

SOME of the 78 parliamentarians who support the proposed ABC-DC coalition follow proceedings 
at a press briefing at Puma House.

CONSUMERS leave a wholesale shop in Maseru’s industrial area after purchasing alcohol on Wednesday.

DC leader Mathibeli Mokhothu addresses the media at Puma House in Maseru on Friday.
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Coronavirus could ‘smoulder’ in 
Africa for several years, WHO warns

THE Covid-19 pandemic could 
“smoulder” in Africa for sev-
eral years after killing as 

many as 190 000 people in the com-
ing 12 months, the World Health 
Organisation (WHO) has said.

The WHO warned last month 
that there could be 10m infections 
on the continent within six months, 
though experts said the pandemic’s 
impact would depend on govern-
ments’ actions.

A study released by the organi-
sation this week predicts that be-
tween 29 million to 44 million 
people could become infected in 
the first year of the pandemic if 
containment measures fail. This 
“would overwhelm the available 
medical capacity in much of Africa” 
where there are only nine intensive 
care unit beds per million people.

“While Covid-19 likely won’t 
spread as exponentially in Africa 
as it has elsewhere in the world, it 
likely will smoulder in transmis-
sion hotspots,” said the director of 
the World Health Organisation’s 
Africa region, Dr Matshidiso Moeti. 
“Covid-19 could become a fixture in 
our lives for the next several years 
unless a proactive approach is tak-
en by many governments in the re-
gion. We need to test, trace, isolate 
and treat.”

The research looked at 47 coun-
tries in the WHO African Region 
with a total population of one bil-
lion.

More than 51 000 people in Africa 
have been infected and 2 012 have 
died. The total number of cases has 
risen sharply in the past week.

“Overall … we are looking at 
community spread in some coun-
tries… We are estimating that this 
will peak in four to six weeks if 
nothing is done,” Moeti told report-
ers on Thursday.

Most countries have imposed 
lockdowns of varying severity that 
appear to have slowed the spread 
of the virus.

“We have to recognise that Afri-
can governments are doing a lot,” 
said Stephen Karingi, a director 
at the UN Economic Commission 
for Africa in Addis Ababa. “Projec-
tions were that we would be in a 
war situation by now, but because 
of the measures taken by govern-
ments and communities, transmis-
sion rates are lower than we’ve 
seen elsewhere.”

It is unclear, however, how ef-
fective the measures have been in 
some places and there are concerns 
about the level of testing carried 
out on the continent.

Africa has carried out a fraction 
of the number of tests in other re-
gions, at around 685 per million 
people, and there are fears that the 
official statistics do not reflect true 
extent of the pandemic in Africa.

Somalia was forced to dramati-
cally revise official statistics after 
it became clear that the deaths of 
hundreds of people from the virus 
in the unstable East African country 
had gone unrecorded.

Authorities in Nigeria also ini-
tially denied that a major outbreak 
in the northern city of Kano was 
Covid-19, and there are widespread 
concerns that Tanzania is conceal-

ing the severity of its outbreak to 
protect the president, John Magufu-
li, who has refused to ban religious 
services and large gatherings.

Tanzania has declared at least 
480 confirmed cases and 18 deaths, 
the fourth highest total in eastern 
Africa. The data is from Sunday, the 
most recent day the government 
has released figures for.

Magufuli has said the imported 
coronavirus test kits were faulty af-
ter they returned positive results on 
a goat and a pawpaw fruit.

Dr John Nkengasong, the head 
of the Africa Centres for Disease 
Control and Prevention, said on 

Thursday that the tests were work-
ing very well and that African states 
were not testing enough.

“If we test, we will find … we can-
not be complacent. This is a very 
dangerous and treacherous virus. 
The low case numbers should not 
deceive us,” Nkengasong told re-
porters.

Testing in many African coun-
tries has been limited by difficulties 
in getting enough kits, which are the 
subject of fierce international com-
petition. Some countries such as Ni-
geria have tested poorly because 
they are unable to produce some of 
the key chemical reagents needed 

Kenyans protest house demolitions amid virus restrictions

A POLICE officer has his temperature taken as part of a mass screening campaign in Johannesburg, South Africa.

A POLICE officer holds a pistol during clashes with protesters near a burning 
tyre barricade in the Kariobangi slum of Nairobi, Kenya.

locally. Health officials have called 
for international coordination in 
the procurement and distribution 
of test kits to avoid the most vulner-
able countries losing out.

A sharp rise in figures from Gha-
na, showing a 42.5 percent increase 
in confirmed Covid-19 cases in the 
past five days, has prompted con-
cern.

“It is a reminder that there are 
not enough tests being carried out 
in Africa because governments are 
constrained by the lack of testing 
capacity, particularly adequate sup-
plies of testing and extractor kits, as 
global competition has left them in 
scarce supply,” said Kate Dooley, the 
regional director for West Africa at 
the Tony Blair Institute in London.

There has been community 
transmission in South Africa for 
several weeks, but experts expect 
the pandemic to peak between July 
and early September.

The effort to contain the disease 
in South Africa, where there have 
been 7 808 cases and 150 deaths, 
has been lauded as one of the most 
successful in the world.

Professor Salim Abdool Karim, 
the South African government’s 
chief adviser, said the country had 
been on a similar trajectory to the 
UK for three weeks before its out-
break took a different turn.

“We put 30 000 community 
health workers on the ground and 
decided to actively go out and look 
for outbreaks, and stem the tide 
before cases reached hospitals,” Ka-
rim said.

South Africa has since eased its 
strict lockdown, allowing some ex-
ercise and the return of about a mil-
lion people to work. Rwanda, Mau-
ritius and the Democratic Republic 
of the Congo have also lifted some 
of the restrictions imposed to slow 
the spread of Covid-19.

The lockdowns inflicted signifi-
cant hardship on hundreds of mil-
lions of people across the continent 
living in crowded and often unsani-
tary conditions. 

Many depend on earnings during 
the day to be able to eat and there 
are widespread reports of hunger. 

— The Guardian

NAIROBI, Kenya — Hundreds of 
protesters in Kenya blocked one 
of Nairobi’s major highways 

with burning tires to protest govern-
ment demolitions of the homes of 
more than 7 000 people and the clo-
sure of an adjacent food market.

Police used teargas and water can-
nons on the protesters, who then 
looted shops and parked cars.

“Police responded to a rowdy 
group that was destroying property 
on the road,” said Nairobi police 
chief Philip Ndolo. “If they have 
grievances, they should express 
them through the right channels. We 
will not tolerate destruction of prop-
erty,” Ndolo said.

The government had on Thurs-
day closed Korogocho market which 
served an estimated 100,000 people 
who depend on it for their liveli-
hoods and fresh vegetable produce, 
said Patrick Maina, the market’s 
chairman. He said the market serves 
several informal settlements.

Residents of Kariobangi, a poor in-
formal settlement, woke up Monday 
to the sound of bulldozers crushing 
their rickety structures made of met-
al sheeting, said resident and human 
rights activist Habib Omar.

The demolitions continued 
through the week and displaced 
thousands of residents, who are 
sleeping out in the rain and cold 
because Nairobi has restrictions on 
movement due to the coronavirus.

The government claims that it 
owns the land where the demolitions 
took place and it ignored a court or-
der that barred it from evicting the 
slum residents until their case argu-
ing for their right to live on the land 
is determined. Some of the residents 
had official allotment letters dating 
to 2008 which give them permission 
to live there, said Omar.

“It is so inhuman for the govern-
ment to evict us from our houses at 
a time like this. Where should we 
go. Where will I take my children 
because now, I don’t have a house 
and there’s the curfew at night,” said 
Mary Njeri, a mother of three who 
also sells vegetables in the market.

For mechanic Kennedy Achoki, the 
demolition happened as they await-
ed another court decision.

“It is a violation of our rights be-
cause we have been living here for 
long,” said Achoki. “They should 
have waited for the court outcome 
because there’s an injunction in 

court. At least they could have wait-
ed for it and not destroy our houses 
during the pandemic.”

The government says it want the 
land for expansion of the capital’s 
sewerage system.

In a letter to President Uhuru Ken-
yatta, the Housing Coalition, an alli-
ance of non-governmental organiza-
tions, asked the leader to allow the 
residents to rebuild their homes until 
alternatives are found and the court 
decides on the matter.

“It is unbelievable that this action 
should be taken by your administra-
tion at this time ... For the last three 
nights thousands of displaced have 
slept out in the open during curfew. 

The stay at home and cessation of 
movement guidelines and economic 
hardships have made it even more 
difficult to stay with relatives or 
leave Nairobi at this time,” the coali-
tion’s letter said.

The coalition said the government 
has done nothing to alleviate the suf-
fering of those who are now home-
less and instead arrested activists 
who presented a petition to the Nai-
robi Water and Sewerage Company 
that is seeking to repossess the land. 

— AP
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Coronavirus strikes 
White House staffers

WASHINGTON — Vice President 
Mike Pence’s press secretary has 
the coronavirus, the White House 

said, making her the second person who 
works at the White House complex known 
to test positive for the virus this week.

President Donald Trump, who publicly 
identified the affected Pence aide, said he 
was “not worried” about the virus spreading 
in the White House. Nonetheless, officials 
said they were stepping up safety protocols 
for the complex.

Pence spokeswoman Katie Miller, who 
tested positive Friday, had been in recent 
contact with Pence but not with the presi-
dent. She is married to Stephen Miller, a top 
Trump adviser. 

The White House had no immediate com-
ment on whether Stephen Miller had been 
tested or if he was still working in the White 
House.

Katie Miller had tested negative Thursday, 
a day before her positive result.

“This is why the whole concept of tests 
aren’t necessarily great,” Trump said. “The 
tests are perfect but something can hap-
pen between a test where it’s good and then 
something happens.”

The positive test for the senior Pence aide 
came one day after White House officials 
confirmed that a member of the military 
serving as one of Trump’s valets had tested 
positive for COVID-19.

Six people who had been in contact with 
Miller were scheduled to fly with Pence on 
Friday to Des Moines, Iowa, on Air Force 
Two. They were removed from the flight 
just before it took off, according to a senior 
administration official.

None of those people were exhibiting 
symptoms, but were asked to deplane so 
they could be tested “out of an abundance 
of caution,” a senior administration official 
told reporters traveling with Pence. All six 
later tested negative, the White House said.

The official said staff in the West Wing are 
tested regularly but much of Pence’s staff 
— which works next door in the Executive 
Office Building — are tested less frequently. 
Katie Miller was not on the plane and had 
not been scheduled to be on the trip.

Pence, who is tested on a regular basis, 
was tested Friday. Miller tweeted she was 
“doing well” and looked forward to getting 
back to work.

White House chief of staff Mark Meadows 
said the administration was stepping up 
mitigation efforts already recommended by 
public health experts and taking other un-

specified precautions to ensure the safety of 
the president.

Meadows said the White House was 
“probably the safest place that you can 
come,” but he was reviewing further steps 
to keep Trump and Pence safe.

The White House requires daily tempera-
ture checks of anyone who enters the White 
House complex and has encouraged social 
distancing among those working in the 
building. 

The administration has also directed 
regular deep cleaning of all work spaces. 
Anyone who comes in close proximity to the 
president and vice president is tested daily 
for COVID-19.

“We’ve already put in a few protocols that 
we’re looking at, obviously, to make sure 
that the president and his immediate staff 
stay safe. But it’s not just the president, it’s 
all the workers that are here ... on a daily 
basis,” Meadows said.

Trump’s valet’s case marked the first 
known instance where a person who has 
come in close proximity to the president has 
tested positive since several people present 
at his private Florida club were diagnosed 
with COVID-19 in early March. The valet 
tested positive Wednesday.

The White House was moving to shore up 
its protection protocols to protect the na-
tion’s political leaders. 

Trump said some staffers who interact 
with him closely would now be tested daily. 
Pence told reporters Thursday that both he 
and Trump would now be tested daily as 
well. 

— AP

South Korea reports more virus cases, Pakistan eases curbs
SEOUL, South Korea — South 

Korea reported 18 new coro-
navirus cases Saturday after 

bars and nightclubs were urged to 
close following a spate of infections, 
while Pakistan bowed to economic 
pressure and allowed some busi-
nesses to reopen despite a surge in 
case numbers.

The United States, Brazil and Italy 
also were wrestling with how to 
ease curbs on business and public 
activity. Others imposed new re-
strictions: Kuwait in the Middle East 
announced a lockdown from Sun-
day through 30 May.

Worldwide, the virus has infected 
at least 3.9 million people and killed 
more than 270 000, according to a 
tally by Johns Hopkins University 
based on data reported by govern-
ments.

On Friday, South Korea urged 
nightclubs to close for a month after 
new cases jumped above 10 for the 
first time in five days. A decline in 
new infections had prompted the 
government to ease social distanc-
ing guidelines and announce plans 
to reopen schools Wednesday.

Most of the new cases are linked 
to the Itaewon leisure district of the 
capital, Seoul, where a 29-year-old 
man visited three nightclubs before 
testing positive.

Also Saturday, Pakistan allowed 
shops, factories, construction sites 
and some other businesses to reo-
pen, while 1 637 new cases and 24 
deaths were reported. That was 
close to Thursday’s one-day peak of 
1 764 new infections and raised Pa-
kistan’s total to 27 474.

Prime Minister Imran Khan said 
his government is rolling back curbs 
because it can’t support millions of 
families that depend on daily wages. 
The government warned controls 
will be reimposed if the public fails 
to follow social distancing guide-
lines.

Meanwhile, the U.S. government 
reported Friday unemployment 
surged to its highest level since the 
Great Depression of the 1930s, likely 
adding to conflict over when to al-
low businesses to reopen.

The Labour Department reported 
unemployment stood at 14.7 per-
cent after some 20.5 million jobs 
vanished in April. The department, 
citing miscounting of some work-
ers by its survey-takers, said the 
true rate probably was closer to 20 
percent. Some economists said the 
total might be even higher at 23.6 
percent, not far from the 1939 peak 
of 25 percent.

President Donald Trump is push-
ing state governors to allow fac-
tories, restaurants and shops to 
reopen despite warnings that might 
lead to a deadly spike in infections.

Some states including Texas and 
South Carolina have allowed some 
businesses to reopen. Others such 
as New York, the hardest-hit U.S. 
state, and Illinois want to see more 
progress in containing the disease 
before relaxing controls.

The Trump re-election campaign 
planned to hammer its opponent 
with negative ads while touting a 
strong economy. But Trump’s team 
is increasingly worried about key 

states such as Michigan, Wisconsin 
and Florida.

Also Friday, Vice President Mike 
Pence’s press secretary became the 
second person at the White House 
to test positive for the virus. The 
first was a member of the military 
who works as Trump’s valet.

China, where the pandemic be-
gan in December, announced plans 
to reopen more schools in its capital, 
Beijing.

More than 84 200 junior high 
school students and 13 200 teachers 
will return to class Monday, the city 
government announced. Nearly 50 
000 high school students went back 

to class 27 April.
Controls including checks for the 

virus’s tell-tale fever still are in place 
at apartment complexes and public 
buildings in the Chinese capital.

China’s ceremonial legislature 
is due to hold its annual session 22 
May, postponed from March. The 
government has yet to say how 
some 3 000 delegates will conduct 
meetings.

In Europe, Britain’s environ-
ment minister said there will be no 
“dramatic overnight change” an-
nounced when Prime Minister Boris 
Johnson makes a national address 
on Sunday.

Johnson is expected to explain 
how Britain, with the second-high-
est death toll behind the United 
States at 31 241, can ease the lock-
down. Only minor changes such 
as allowing people to sunbathe in 
parks are anticipated.

The government will be “very, 
very cautious,” said the minister, 
George Eustice.

Italy’s government said it would 
to take legal action to stop a north-
ern province, Bolzano, from reopen-
ing stores this weekend in defiance 
of a national plan to wait until later 
this month. Italy has reported more 
than 217 000 virus cases and 30 200 
deaths.

In Brazil, the country’s fifth-
biggest city, Fortaleza, started a 
lockdown Friday amid surging in-
fections, even as President Jair Bol-
sonaro asked the Supreme Court to 
order states to roll back restrictions 
on business.

Fortaleza, capital of the state of 
Ceara in the northeast, will impose 
roadblocks and allow only essential 
services. Similar restrictions were 
imposed this week in the capitals of 
the states of Maranhao and Para.

Brazil has more than 140 000 
cases and 9 600 deaths, according to 
Johns Hopkins. — AP

CEMETERY worker Bruno Avelino walks among graves as he waits for the arrival of a coffin that contains the 
remains of one-year-old Vitoria, in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.

STEPHEN Miller and Katie Miller.
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What happens when you go on furlough?

Ca
re

er
s hours, just as they have the right to terminate 

your employment.
It can be frustrating to be hit with a fur-

lough, especially if you are living paycheck to 
paycheck or are having a difficult time making 
ends meet. However, it is usually better than 
the alternative, which is possibly losing your 
job. 

How will a furlough affect me?
One thing to keep in mind: If you are facing the 
possibility of a furlough, it means you will lose 
money. Thus, you need to adjust your budg-
et accordingly to plan for the loss of income.

Furloughs can take different forms:
•	 Your employer may simply have you take 

an unpaid day off once a week, or they 
may have you take one or two or more un-
paid weeks off at one time.

•	 The furlough may be applied to everyone 
in your company at the same time, or the 
company may rotate it through different 
employees at different times.

Depending on your situation, you will need 
to prepare for the loss of income. If your fur-
lough is spread out over time, you may need to 
look for a long-term additional income source, 
such as a part-time job. If it is just a week or 
two, you can begin saving now to cover it and 
consider picking up temporary work during 
your time off.

However, if you are covered by an employ-
ment agreement that precludes you from tak-
ing another job you’ll won’t be able to work at 
a temporary job.
Check  with  your  state  unemployment  office 
for information on collecting unemployment 
while you are furloughed.

How can I prepare for a furlough?
It is important to be sure that you are living 
within your means, regardless of the possibility 
of a furlough. But if you are hearing whispers 
of a furlough at your company, it’s a good idea 
to put money in savings. This can help cover 
the time that you are on furlough.

If you are not already living on a budget, now 
is the time to create one you can follow. You may 
want to consider cutting your expenses so that 
a furlough will not cause you to fall behind on 
your payments or make you run short on gro-
cery money. Also, be sure to have your emer-
gency fund fully in place so that if you are put 
on furlough, you will be prepared financially.

How will a furlough affect my goals?
If you are trying to get out of debt and are ap-
plying extra money toward your debt pay-
ments, you may have to put this goal on hold 
in order to save up to help you through any fur-
lough or layoffs.

Depending on the amount of debt you have, 
you may want to put off making payments until 
you know whether you will be furloughed or, 
worse, lose your job. It›s also extremely impor-
tant to have a three-month emergency fund in 
place to cover you during this difficult time.

What does a furlough say about 
the stability of my job?

Furloughs can be stressful, and if your com-
pany is considering putting employees on fur-
lough, you may want to begin looking at other 
jobs in case the company decides to make fur-
ther cuts in the future.

You do not necessarily need to jump ship at 
the  first  sign  of  trouble,  but  a  furlough  does 
indicate that your company may not be doing 
well. Remember, the best time to be looking for 
a new job is while you are still employed.

Can I use my emergency fund 
to cover my furlough?

If  you have a  sufficient emergency fund, you 
may be able to look at the furlough as an op-
portunity to relax at home for an extra week or 
for one day a week.

However, if you are facing a furlough, you 
should still be responsible about how you 
spend and save. If things do not improve over 
the next year, you may still face the possibility 
of layoffs. 

— Thebalancecareers

SO, your company has announced that 
there will be furloughs. Don’t panic. There 
are advantages and disadvantages to fur-

loughs. Here’s information on what a furlough 
is and what it means for you—and your finan-
cial future.

What is a furlough?
A furlough is a mandatory temporary unpaid 
(or reduced pay) leave of absence from a job. 
In tough economic times, many companies 
furlough employees instead of eliminating po-
sitions or having layoffs. This move is used to 
help save jobs, protect a company’s bottom line, 
and keep it competitive once the market begins 
to improve.

Furloughed workers may be eligible for un-
employment compensation, and expanded 
benefits are available due to the coronavirus.

Furloughs are common among manufactur-
ing companies, but government agencies have 
also begun to consider and use furloughs.

The difference between a 
layoff and a furlough

Furlough
A furlough is considered a leave of absence 
from a job. When an employee is furloughed, 
they have the expectation of returning to their 
job after the furlough ends.
What happens with  employee  benefits will 

vary based on your company’s benefit plans. In 
many cases, your health and life insurance ben-
efits will  continue while  you  are  furloughed. 
Check with your human resources department 
or manager for information on what coverage 
you will maintain.

Layoff
With a layoff, employment is terminated. The 
laid-off worker may no longer be eligible for 
company-provided health insurance or other 
employee benefits. However, there are options 
for continuing health insurance coverage.

Are furloughs legal?
Companies do have the right to adjust your 
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Linare players cry foul over salaries

CUCSA games 
moved to 2021
Leemisa Thuseho 

THE Confederation of University and 
Colleges Sports Associations (CUCSA) 
has finally postponed the 2020 CUCSA 

Games to next year due to the coronavirus 
(COVID-19) pandemic.

The games were scheduled for 27 July to 
2 August 2020 in Lesotho but the associa-
tion had delayed its decision saying it was 
monitoring the situation.

The decision was made during a virtual 
CUCSA executive committee meeting on 5 
May.

“CUCSA executive committee had a vir-
tual meeting on 5 May 2020 and decided to 
postpone the 2020 games to 2021,” CUCSA 
revealed in a statement on Thursday.

The confederation together with Lesotho 
University and College Sports Association 
(LUCSA) has being monitoring the devel-
opments of the Covid-19 pandemic for the 
past few months before taking the decision.

CUSCA said the decision was made to en-
sure the safety and wellbeing of athletes.

“As it stands, there is no clarity as to 
when the pandemic will end and it is un-
likely that any normal sport competitions 
will take place in the next six months in our 
environment.”

The association said no changes would 
be made on the venue of the games while 
the new dates will be announced after care-
ful considerations of other activities among 
them the Olympics. The Olympics were 
scheduled for July and August this year 
in Tokyo, Japan but they have now been 
moved to next year in the same country.

“This was not an easy decision but we 
truly believe that it is the best given the cir-
cumstances that we are facing. The safety 
and wellbeing of our athletes, delegates 
and communities is our absolute priority.” 

Lesotho University and Colleges Sports 
Association (LUCSA) president Tšepang 
Mantutle told the Sunday Express that they 
also want to use the games as qualifiers for 
the Summer World University Games set 
for China in August 2021.

“Now that the games are moved to next 
year, this scenario means that LUCSA will 
host two events in one year unless we de-
cide otherwise,” Mantutle said.

Mantutle welcomed CUCSA’s decision cit-
ing that this would give them more time to 
prepare.

“It’s a blessing in disguise since at that 
time we would have already hosted the Af-
rican Union Sports Council (AUSC) Region 
5 games in December 2020 and most of the 
facilities will still be in good shape,” Man-
tutle said.

This will be Lesotho’s first time to host 
the biennial games. In 2018 the games were 
held in Gaborone, Botswana while they will 
be held in Malawi in 2022.

ACE Maseru donates to Tšenola residents
Leemisa Thuseho 

LESOTHO PostBank A Division side, ACE 
Maseru FC on Friday donated food par-
cels to 100 Maseru families in Tšenola, 

Maseru.
The handover was done at the team’s home 

ground, Lepereng.
The team’s general manager, Motlalepula 

Majoro, who also coaches the side, said the 
donation was motivated by the knowledge 
that the recently ended national lockdown 
had left many families without any food.

Lesotho was on lockdown from 30 March 
until 5 April 2020. Although Lesotho is yet to 
record any cases, the lockdown was imposed 
by the government to prevent the possible 
spread of Covid-19. 

“We are aware of the food crisis resulting 
from the lockdown and we know that some 
people are badly affected therefore, we de-

cided the little we can to help such people 
with food,” Majoro said.

Majoro said they chose Tšenola because 
that is where most of their supporters come 
from.

“Our supporters are our number one spon-
sor. They always rally behind us during our 
games, so we want them to also benefit from 
us.” 

He said the groceries were worth M9 800 
and were donated by the club’s biggest spon-
sors African Clean Energy.

According to Majoro, the team collaborat-
ed with the Tšenola area chief to identify the 
needy families.

Tšenola Chieftainess ‘Matšepo Mothobi 
urged the villagers to keep on supporting the 
team in future.

“This was a good initiative by the team and 
I hope they will continue doing the good job. I 
call on Tšenola residents to continue support-

ing the team,” Mothobi said.  
On behalf of the beneficiaries, ‘Mahlaoli 

Motsamai said the donations were a relief to 
the families.

“Since the commencement of the lock-
down, some people have gone for days with-
out food, thus, the food parcels came at the 
right time,” Motsamai said.

Ace Maseru are third on the log in the A Di-
vision’s Southern Stream. 

This is the team’s first season in the A Di-
vision following their promotion from the B 
Division last season.

Majoro said they are currently on a learn-
ing curve and they hope to get promoted into 
the premier league next year.

“We are no longer in the race to earn pro-
motion this season, the race is now between 
Machokha and Manonyane and we hope 
next year we will be a better team,” Majoro 
said. 

LINARE players. — file pic

TŠEPANG Mantutle.

BENEFICIARIES collect food parcels home on Friday.

Moorosi Tsiane

LINARE players are up in 
arms with the team’s man-
agement for failing to pay 

their April 2020 salaries. They 
said they had not received any 
explanation from management.

Linare, like all local teams, has 
been inactive ever since the pre-
mier league was suspended in 
mid-March to stop the possible 
spread of Covid-19.

Some players who spoke to the 
Sunday Express on condition of 
anonymity on Friday said they 
were still waiting for their April 
salaries.

The players said the manage-
ment had initially sought to sus-
pend their contracts for three 
months. However, the decision 
was fiercely opposed by some 
players who felt it would be bet-
ter to cut their salaries.

“The management told the 
players in a WhatsApp group 
that they did not have funds 
to pay us during the lockdown 
since they were not getting funds 
from their sponsors, so they 
would suspend our contracts for 
three months,” said one player.

“However, some of the play-
ers were against the move and it 
was suggested that we negotiate 

salary cuts. Our reasoning was 
that if contracts were suspended 
for three months, it would cause 
problems if the league resumed 
earlier.”

The players said they also re-
fused to have their contracts sus-
pended because they survive on 
the salaries from the team.

When the matter was last dis-
cussed, the two parties agreed 
that the management would re-
port back to the players on Fri-
day. However, nothing had been 
said by end of day Friday.

“They were supposed to come 
back to us with final decision to-
day… so we are still waiting.”

Linare communications and 
marketing manager Lebese 
Molati instead accused some of 
the players of fomenting chaos.

Molati denied claims that 
they did not communicate with 
the players about their salaries.

“We are aware that a cer-
tain player (name withheld) is 
trying to cause confusion. We 
are a big team, so we can’t just 
wake up and decide not to pay 
players without their consent.

“We informed the players 
when we were told by our 
sponsors that they would not 
afford paying us for April. We 
explained everything to the 
players,” Molati said.

He said they even explained 
to the players that only expa-
triates and a few others who 
survive solely on their salaries 
would get assistance to get 
through the period of the lock-
down.

“We have made it clear that 
we are not paying any player 
during this period but we are 
only helping our foreign play-
ers from our pockets as man-
agement. We have four foreign 
players from Durban, Gabon, 
Cameroon and Uganda and 
some who rely solely on sala-
ries from the team and these 
are the only players whom we 
are assisting.

“These are difficult times and 
all these decisions were made 
in order to save this team. In es-
sence, we made these decisions 
for the players and it’s just un-
fortunate that some decisions 
are unpopular,” Molati said.
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Moorosi Tsiane

MATLAMA coach Charles Manda says 
his side has no interest whatsoever in 
how Bantu is playing but would instead 

focus on their matches and ensure that they in-
crease their chances of defending their title this 
season.

The country’s most successful team with 10 
league titles is be back in action this afternoon tak-
ing on youth studded Kick4Life at LCS Ground.

Matlama ended the first-round 12 points be-
hind pace setters Bantu.

Manda’s outfit will be desperate for maximum 
points against Kick4Life who held them to a one-
all stalemate in the first round.

The Matlama mentor told this publication 
that they have been hard at work preparing for a 
“tough” second round.

“We have been working hard preparing for the 
second round because we know it is not going to 
be easy,” Manda said.

“Our first match will be against a tricky team, 
Kick4Life, so we must be ready for the encounter.”

Tse Putsoa’s first round was marred by incon-
sistencies that saw the defending champions los-
ing twice and drawing four times. 

The side also won seven times but Manda says 
his side must change if it is to entertain any hopes 
of defending its title.

Among other challenges, Matlama struggled 
to fill the void left by Motebang Sera who joined 
Bloemfontein Celtic in the off season. 

The side has since signed two strikers during 
the current January transfer window roping in 
Sefotha-fotha’s Desire Olomo and former Likue-
na striker Thapelo Tale.

“We struggled to score in the first round be-
cause we didn’t have strikers. At some point 
we were forced to convert our midfielders into 
strikers but I think that has been solved now. We 
lacked that killer punch upfront but now I think 
we are set and ready to fight,” Manda said. 

Manda is adamant that his team still has a 
chance to defend its title despite Bantu’s 12-point 
lead.

“We still have 13 matches to play and a 12 points 
difference can change in four matches, so we will 
see what happens because the race is still open. It 
is just up to us to win our matches and our focus 
should not be on other teams. 

“We are not focusing on Bantu; they are playing 
their matches and we are playing ours and that is 
what we are concentrating on,” he said.

In other league matches today, LCS are at home 
to Liphakoe while Likhopo take the short trip to 
PTC Ground to face struggling Sefotha-fotha.

Matlama seek 
redemption 
against 
Kick4Life

PHAFA Tšosane
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BANTU FC was on Thursday 
slapped with a “show cause” let-
ter by the Premier League Man-

agement Committee (PLMC) for defying 
the committee’s directive to stop a fund-
raising programme that it is running.

The PLMC wants Bantu to “show 
cause why it cannot be charged” for 
misconduct for contravening Section 
50.6.11 of the Premier League and A Di-
vision rules and regulations.

This after the two parties clashed a 
fortnight ago over a fundraising cam-
paign that is being conducted by Bantu 
supporters to assist their players and 
staff during the ongoing Coronavirus 
(Covid-19) pandemic. The campaign is 
being run on microblogging site Face-
book.

The Mafeteng outfit, like the rest of 
local teams, have not made any income 
since mid-March 2020 when the league 
took a break in the wake of the pandem-
ic. Teams normally generate income 
from gate takings at their games while 
some money comes from sponsors. 
However, no games have been played 
since mid-March, so teams have not 
made money and are struggling to pay 
players’ and staff salaries.

Bantu is one of the few clubs that 
have managed to pay their players and 
staff and it has only managed half sala-
ries for April.

The club is asking its fans and 
well-wishers to donate by depositing 
fund to its PostBank account or send 
to its Ecocash or M-PESA accounts. The 
PLMC wrote to Bantu accusing the club 
of sabotaging its efforts to raise funds. 
Two weeks ago, the PLMC said Bantu 
must immediately stop the initiative as 
the committee was already running a 
similar programme for the entire foot-
balling fraternity. 

However, Bantu disregarded the di-
rective forcing the league body to slap 
the side with a “show cause” letter.

“On the 23 April 2020 the Premier 
league Management Committee (PIMC) 
issued out a memo advising teams of 
a fundraising campaign for premier 
league teams as a result of the suspen-
sion of league games due to the Cov-
id-19 pandemic,” the letter reads.

“After issuing the memo, the PLMC 
immediately came across advertorial 
from Bantu FC advising their fans to 
pay cash into their Ecocash account… 
All in a pursuit to raise funds for the 
club in difficult times. The PLMC imme-
diately… advised Bantu FC to withdraw 
it as it ran parallel to the quest and in-
itiative of the PLMC to raise funds on 
behalf of all teams.”

The PLMC lamented that its letter to 
the Bantu management was later seen 
on social media and the club’s fans 
spewed vitriol directed at the commit-
tee.

“The PLMC has no doubt the letter 
was deliberately leaked so that the 
PLMC can be attacked and berated, the 

merchant account of Bantu FC remains 
open and as an act of defiance. Another 
account, a M-Pesa Merchant with num-
ber 205756 was also introduced. The ex-
cerpts of the messages are attached and 
marked PLMCI (sic).”

The PLMC said the opening of the 
M-Pesa merchant was a direct violation 
of clause 5.2.5 of the contract between 
the Lesotho Football Association (LeFA) 
and Econet Lesotho as Premier League 
sponsors.

The clause states that no team shall 
be sponsored by direct competitors in 
one way or the other and no team shall 
wear, display or use visible competi-
tor products, before, during and after 
games.

“The management of Bantu PC knows 
fully well that the team cannot be sepa-
rated from the fans... The management 
has clearly acquiesced to actions of the 
fans and by extension authorised the 
fans to act in the manner they are do-
ing.

“The-leaking of the letter meant only 
for the management of Bantu FC falls 
within the pure view of an art or con-
duct which is ungentlemanly, insulting 
which thus influenced the fans to be-
have improperly.” 

The PLMC said Bantu’s actions under-
mined its efforts and authority to the 
prejudice of all teams. 

“The PLMC views that as an improper 
behaviour, likely to bring the sponsors 
and the league into disrepute.”

It was against this background that 
the PLMC called upon Bantu to show 
cause why it cannot be charged for 
misconduct for contravening Section 
50.6.11 of the Premier League and A Di-
vision rules and regulations.

The sections read: “To commit any 
act or makes a statement, either orally 
or in writing, or to be responsible for 
conduct which is ungentlemanly, insult-
ing or improper behaviour, or likely to 
bring the game, sponsors, any member, 
the league, LeFA, CAF or FIFA into dis-
repute”.  

“Bantu FC is called upon to show 
cause why it cannot be charged specif-
ically for misconduct for contravening 
section 50.6.11 and the letter should 
reach PLMC office three days after re-
ceipt of this letter,” concludes the letter.

Bantu president Leuta John Leuta 
confirmed receiving the letter and said 
they had already responded.

“We have received the letter and our 
lawyers have already attended to it. 
This is a sad situation because the PLCM 
is just coming out now chasing teams 
that are trying to survive whereas they 
left us hanging when they suspended 
the league without even talking to us as 
management of teams.

“We still haven’t got our money from 
our last two matches, LDF (league) and 
MGC Top4 but instead of helping teams 
with getting their money to survive, 
they are chasing us to ensure that we 
don’t make any money. However, we 
are dealing with the matter,” Leuta said.

PLMC slaps Bantu with 
“show cause” letter

LEUTA John Leuta.


