
Sunday
Express

Lesotho’s only Sunday paperApril  19 - 25  2020 
M6  Vol: 12 Issue: 2

page 2

NQOSA Mahao

. . . as beleagured Thabane appeals 
to army, police to save his govt.

ConCourt 
nullifies Thabane’s 
prorogation of 
parliament  

says not in army custody despite 
widespread rumours 

page 4

Court blocks 
Thabane’s  bid to 
suspend Molibeli 

page 5State workers steal COVID-19 donations page 10

Police 
commissioner 
speaks on 
alleged arrest

E-Edition



April 19 - 25   2020   Sunday Express2  News

Pascalinah Kabi/Limpho Sello

POLICE Commissioner Holomo Molibeli 
has denied allegations that he is in army 
custody alongside his deputy Paseka 

Mokete and assistant commissioner Beleme 
Lebajoa. 

Lesotho had been awash with information 
that the trio had been arrested in the army’s 
early Saturday morning swoop of Maseru 
after Prime Minister Thomas Thabane, in a 
televised address, had appealed to the Leso-
tho Defence Force (LDF) to deal severely with 
all those he claimed were destabilizing his 
government. After the prime minister’s ad-
dress the army had heavily deployed around 
Maseru.  Dr Thabane’s critics had equated 
the deployment to a coup de ’tat, not to over-
throw an existing government, but to keep it 
in power in light of impending efforts by the 
premier’s own party and the opposition to re-
move him through a legal no confidence vote 
(see story on page 4).

The prime minister has repeatedly and un-
successfully tried to fire Commissioner Mo-
libeli after the top cop charged him with the 
murder of his ex-wife Lipolelo Thabane. The 
murder is said to have been aimed at paving 
way for the premier’s younger wife, ‘Mae-
saiah, to take over as First Lady. Lipolelo had 
won in court the rights to be First Lady. 

Commissioner Molibeli has won all his 
court cases against the premier including a 

fresh one on Friday in which Dr Thabane is-
sued him with a new suspension order. 

As a last resort, and after losing another 
case in which he illegally prorogued parlia-
ment, the premier is said to have ordered the 
arrest of Commissioner Molibeli and his assis-
tants by the army and to have them charged 
with treason. He is said to have ordered that 
they be kept in army custody until he had re-
placed them. Such detention would deprive 
them of any opportunity of going to court.   

But Commissioner Molibeli told the Sunday 
Express last night that despite the widespread 
rumours, he had not been arrested by the 
army. He also said he was unaware of the 
heavy military deployment around Maseru 
and at the police headquarters as he had not 
been informed about it and had been out of 
town. 

Apparently, the army had surrounded the 
police headquarters early Saturday morning 
with heavy tanks. Even though Maseru had 
generally experienced reduced traffic under 
the lockdown to contain Covid-1, the capi-
tal’s streets became virtually empty after the 
army’s deployment Saturday. 

For much of yesterday, Commissioner Mo-
libeli, DCP Mokete and ACP Lebajoa’s mobile 
phones rang unanswered fuelling specula-
tion that rumours of their arrest were indeed 
true. 

At some point two different male voices an-
swered the mobile phones of DCP Mokete and 

ACP Lebajoa. The person who answered DCP 
Mokete’s phone said that he (Mokete) was not 
able to talk to this publication because he was 
in a meeting while the one who answered 
ACP Lebajoa’s phone said, “the owner of the 
phone is unable to come to the phone”.

Later yesterday afternoon, Commissioner 
Molibeli eventually answered his phone and 
denied that he and his colleagues had been 
arrested by the army. He nonetheless said he 
was aware of the rumours of his arrest but 
did not know where they were emanating 
from.

“I am well and there is nothing wrong,” 
Commissioner Molibeli told the Sunday Ex-
press. 

“No one was arrested. I was not arrested. 
I wasn’t called in for questioning (by the 
army). I am walking freely here (in Maseru) 
and I don’t know where those reports (of 
arrest) came from. I am from Butha-Buthe 
now,” he said. 

Asked why the LDF had deployed heav-
ily around the police’s general headquarters, 
Commissioner Molibeli simply said he was 
not aware of the development. 

“So, there were armoured vehicles 
there….?” he instead asked. 

 “Let me call them and find out. These (LDF) 
people did not report such a big development 
to me. They didn’t say anything. These people 
may have caused trouble and they have not 
said anything to me.” 

Police commissioner Molibeli 
speaks on alleged arrest

HOMOLO Molibeli.

In light of all the developments yesterday, 
particularly the heavy presence of the army, 
the Sunday Express could not independently 
confirm whether Commissioner Molibeli 
was speaking out of his own volition or un-
der pressure from his alleged captors at the 
time of going to print. 

Some sources even claimed that South Af-
rican President and SADC facilitator to Leso-
tho, Cyril Ramaphosa, would today send his 
envoys to Lesotho to find out what had ne-
cessitated the army deployment. However, 
these reports could not be verified as Presi-
dent Ramaphosa’s spokesperson, Khusela 
Diko, was not reachable on her mobile phone 
yesterday. 

However, All Basotho Convention (ABC) 
spokesperson Montoeli Masoetsa said Com-
missioner Molibeli had informed him that he 
had not been arrested. Mr Masoetsa said he 
had spoken to the police boss hours after the 
allegations of his arrest surfaced. 

“That is not true. Those people have not 
been arrested. I talked to Holomo and he told 
me that he was going into a meeting with 
Mokete and Lebajoa,” Mr Masoetsa told this 
publication. 

He also rubbished allegations that some 
senior ABC officials were working with the 
police to destabilize Dr Thabane’s govern-
ment, resulting in yesterday’s events. The 
ABC is split through the middle between 
those who support Dr Thabane’s estranged 
deputy, Professor Nqosa Mahao, and the pre-
mier himself. Mr Masoetsa is aligned to the 
Mahao faction. 

Commissioner Molibeli has charged Dr 
Thabane and his current wife ‘Maesaiah with 
the June 2017 murder of his then estranged 
wife, Lipolelo.  ‘Maesaiah is now on M1000 
bail over the murder after he appeared in 
court on 5 February 2020 while Dr Thabane 
refused to answer to the charges in the mag-
istrates’ court last month. He instead said he 
would petition the Constitutional Court for 
an order to stop the courts from charging 
him of any crimes, claiming they are pre-
cluded from doing so as long as he remains 
prime minister. But Dr Thabane has not filed 
that application, raising eyebrows that he is 
simply bent on frustrating processes to go on 
trial. 

In another televised address earlier this 
month, Dr Thabane had accused his enemies, 
including his own party’s officials, of trying 
to topple him. He said then he had already 
instructed army commander Lt-Gen Letsoela 
to arrest his opponents in accordance with 
the Martial Law of 1999 and Lesotho’s con-
stitution. But yesterday’s deployment was led 
by military police because Dr Thabane is said 
to be distrustful of Lt-Gen Letsoela whom he 
wants to fire because he is not loyal enough.  

Dr Thabane returned to power in the June 
2017 elections with a four-party coalition 
(comprising of the ABC, BNP, Alliance of Dem-
ocrats (AD) and the Reformed Congress of Le-
sotho (RCL). That coalition now faces collapse 
after his own party’s national executive com-
mittee (NEC) inked a deal with the opposition 
Democratic Congress (DC) and other smaller 
parties to form a new government.

There has been disharmony in Dr Tha-
bane’s government as the premier has been 
accused of relinquishing power to his young 
wife, ‘Maesaiah, who is widely believed to be 
the power behind the premier. ‘Maesaiah’s 
abrasive style of harassing and humiliating 
state officials in public has not gone down 
well with many who have now rebelled 
against the soon to be 81-year-old Dr Tha-
bane.  

In the wake of the murder allegations 
against him and his current young wife, Dr 
Thabane had promised to step down at the 
end of July 2020. That is now in doubt in light 
of the prime minister’s several latest actions 
including his bid to form a new coalition with 
the Lesotho Congress for Democracy (LCD) 
and public statements by some of his loyal 
cabinet ministers that he is going nowhere. 

Dr Thabane’s ABC’s NEC has forged a deal 
with the main opposition DC to replace him. 
That deal seems likely to succeed hence the 
premier’s latest desperate actions, his critics 
say.
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ConCourt nullifies Thabane’s 
prorogation of parliament

THOMAS Thabane.

Mohalenyane Phakela

THE Constitutional Court has 
nullified Prime Minister 
Thomas Thabane’s decision 

to prorogue parliament, a ruling 
that paves way for his ouster from 
office.    

Dr Thabane prorogued parlia-
ment from 20 March to 19 June 
2020, arguing the country had to 
ban large gatherings to prevent the 
spread of the deadly coronavirus 
(Covid-19) which has infected mil-
lions and killed more than 200 000 
people globally. 

However, the move was imme-
diately challenged by the national 
executive committee (NEC) of the 
premier’s own faction ridden All 
Basotho Convention (ABC), his coa-
lition government ally the Basotho 
National Party (BNP) and eight oth-
er litigants, who also sought an ex-
tra order for Dr Thabane’s removal 
from office.    The 10 applicants ar-
gued Dr Thabane had committed 
treason in proroguing parliament 
without King Letsie III’s specific ap-
proval. They, among other things, 
accused the premier of proroguing 
parliament to, among other things, 
save his own skin by frustrating 
current parliamentary processes to 
remove him from office. 

A three-member Constitutional 
Court bench on Friday upheld the 
application that the premier had 
illegally prorogued parliament and 
ordered its re-opening.  However, 
the same court dismissed the appli-
cation to have Dr Thabane removed 
from office saying that was beyond 
its remit.  A court cannot order the 
removal of a democratically elected 
Prime Minister, the bench ruled.  

The ruling paves the way for par-
liament to reconvene and allow the 
senate to approve a constitutional 
amendment bill clipping a prime 
minister’s powers to cling to power 
by dissolving parliament whenever 
they lose a vote of no confidence. 

The bill was unanimously ap-
proved in the National Assembly 
and now only awaits the senate’s 
consent and King Letsie 111’s signa-
ture to become law.  

Parallel to the process leading to 
the approval of that bill, a deal was 
crafted between the ABC’s NEC and 
the main opposition Democratic 
Congress (DC) to forge a new coa-
lition government. That proposed 
coalition is all but certain to topple 
Dr Thabane from power.  It is that 
deal and the loss of the proroga-
tion case that seem to have spurred 
the prime minister, who also faces 
charges of murdering his ex-wife 
Lipolelo, into mobilising the army 
this weekend to go after his oppo-
nents and save his government. 

After the prime minister’s tel-
evised address calling for the army 
to intervene on his behalf early 
on Saturday, the Lesotho Defence 
Force (LDF) deployed heavily 
around Lesotho. It was reported 
earlier that the army had arrested 
police commissioner Holomo Moli-
beli, his deputy Paseka Mokete and 
assistant commissioner Beleme 
Lebajoa.  The three have been in-
strumental in the murder charges 
against Dr Thabane and have 
steadfastly refused to be cowed by 
the prime minister. Commissioner 
Molibeli has won all his court cas-
es against Dr Thabane’s bid to fire 
him. The three were said to be in 
detention at Makoanyane Barrack.

But Commissioner Molibeli later 
said that was not the case. After 
attempts to reach him and his as-
sistants all day yesterday had been 
unsuccessful, he later told the Sun-
day Express that reports of his ar-
rest by the army were incorrect 
(See lead story on page 2).

Critics have slammed yesterday’s 
army deployment as a dangerous 
act by a prime minister who is now 
on his knees and wants to cling to 
power at all costs despite his prom-
ise to retire at the end of July 2020. 

A three-member Constitutional 
Court bench comprising of Justices 
Sakoane Sakoane, Moroke Mokhesi 
and Polo Banyane ruled on Friday 
that Dr Thabane had “failed to ap-

. . . ruling paves way for no confidence vote against Thabane as embattled PM mobilises army to save him

ply his mind” and acted “irration-
ally” by proroguing parliament. 
This because cabinet had designat-
ed parliament among the essential 
services not to be affected by the 
lockdown.  The lockdown due to last 
until 21 April 2020 to help combat 
Cpovid-19 has confined Basotho to 
their homes except for those in des-
ignated essential services like retail, 
security and health.  

Dr Thabane unilaterally pro-
rogued parliament after King Letsie 
III had not acted on the premier’s 
advice to prorogue parliament 
within a same day 9pm deadline on 
20 March 2020.  Dr Thabane argued 
he was empowered by the constitu-
tion to act alone if the King ignored 
his advice but his critics disagreed 
and sued him. 

The Constitutional Court heard 
arguments in the case from 3 April 
to 7 April 2020 and reserved judge-
ment to Friday 17 April 2020.

The BNP, the ABC NEC, the main 
opposition Democratic Congress 
(DC) and seven others argued the 
prorogation was illegal because 
it was not approved by both King 
Letsie and Dr Thabane’s coalition 
partners except Deputy Prime Min-
ister Monyane Moleleki’s Alliance of 
Democrats (AD) party. The BNP and 
Labour minister Keketso Rantšo’s 
Reformed Congress of Lesotho 
(RCL) argued they had not been con-
sulted despite being members of the 
four-party governing coalition. 

Dr Thabane himself signed the 20 
March 2020 government gazette an-
nouncing the prorogation instead of 
King Letsie as per routine protocol.  
The applicants deemed the move 
illegal and treasonous but the pre-
mier argued the constitution em-
powered him to proceed with his 
actions if the King failed to act on 
his advice timeously.  

But the Constitutional Court 
found Dr Thabane had prorogued 
parliament illegally. 

 “The cabinet has resolved that 
parliament is an essential ser-
vice which is not affected by the 

lockdown, therefore, the question 
would be why was parliament pro-
rogued if government gazetted it as 
an essential service? The court does 
not find an appropriate answer,” 
said Justice Sakoane, who read the 
judgment. 

“There is no justification for the 
prorogation. Countries severely 
hit by the pandemic such as China 
and Italy have not prorogued (their) 
parliaments and are busy legislat-
ing and mobilising resources to 
fight the pandemic. The prime min-
ister failed to apply his mind in that 
due to the prorogation, parliament 
could not execute its constitutional 
right to mobilise resources. The 
prime minister executed his pow-
ers in an arbitrary and irrational 
manner. 

“The application succeeds in that 
the prime minister acted irrational-
ly. It is ordered that the prorogation 
proclaimed by the prime minister is 
reviewed, corrected and set aside. 
Parliament can continue with its 
business which was interrupted by 
its purported prorogation ….,” said 
Judge Sakoane while dismissing 
the application to have Dr Thabane 
sacked because the courts don’t 
have powers to order a prime min-
ister’s firing. 

The court also ruled that Dr Tha-
bane had acted irrationally when 
he gave King Letsie III a very short 
(same day) notice period to act on 
the advice to prorogue parliament.  
Such a short notice period amount-
ed to a night time ambush of the 
King, disabling him from applying 
his mind to the issues placed before 
him. 

 The court also ruled that Dr Tha-
bane failed to adhere to all the re-
quirements of section 91(3) upon 
which he based his unilateral ac-
tion.

“The fact of the matter is that the 
King had until 9pm (to prorogue 
parliament on 20 March 2020) but 
the court is not told whether the 
prime minister followed other nec-
essary steps. This includes giving 

a (further) notice to the King to act 
after he failed to act at 9pm and re-
porting to parliament as the prime 
minister is accountable to parlia-
ment on all executive decisions. 

“The prime minister prorogued 
parliament at night and the earliest 
convenient time to report to par-
liament would have been over the 
weekend or on Monday 23 March 
2020. The prime minister failed to 
comply with requirements of 91(3) 
of the constitution.

“The constitution also guarantees 
the King the right to be consulted. 
The fact that the King is obligated to 
act on the advice of the prime min-
ister does not give the prime min-
ister the right to force the King, es-
pecially at night. The short time for 
the King to act may have set him up 
for failure. The (prime minister’s) 
power must be exercised in a man-
ner which is fair and in good faith.”

Section 91(3) of the constitution 
which Dr Thabane relied upon for 
his unilateral action empowers the 
Prime Minister to override the King 
if the latter ignores the premier’s 
advice to act within a specified pe-
riod.  However, the PM can only do 
so after further informing the King 
that he now intends to go it alone. 

The prime minister is at the ear-
liest opportunity obliged to inform 
parliament of his actions to go it 
alone after which his decisions are 
deemed to have been done by the 
King.  The court found no evidence 
Dr Thabane had followed those pro-
visions of the law. 

The court’s ruling clears the way 
for parliament to reconvene and 
for the premier’s foes to oust him 
after they first ensure passage of the 
amendment forestalling him from 
dissolving parliament after he loses 
a no confidence vote. That should 
be easy to achieve as that amend-
ment has already been passed by 
the National Assembly and only 
awaits the Senate’s approval. 

In January 2020, Dr Thabane had 
promised to retire at the end of July 
2020 as pressure mounted on him 

after the police accused him and 
his current young wife, ‘Maesaiah, 
of having masterminded the killing 
of his ex-wife Lipolelo. The latter 
had won the rights in court to be 
awarded all First Lady privileges 
despite her no longer living with 
Dr Thabane. She was killed just as 
Dr Thabane had returned to office 
in June 2017. Dr Thabane however 
attributed his decision to retire to 
his old age (he turns 81 next month) 
and his protracted 50 years in the 
civil service and in active politics 
and not to the pressure from the 
murder charges.  He even prom-
ised to relinquish power earlier if 
his party chose a successor. 

However, the premier’s actions 
since then suggest that his prom-
ise to retire was a hoax meant to 
achieve the exact opposite. He only 
wanted to buy time to forestall his 
opponents, who wanted him gone 
sooner, while plotting to weaken 
them and manoeuvre to stay in 
power for much longer, critics say. 

Apart from trying to forge a new 
coalition government with his for-
mer arch foe-Mothetjoa Metsing of 
the Lesotho Congress for Democ-
racy (LCD) and Selibe Mochob-
oroane’s Movement for Economic 
Change (MEC) and cling to power 
beyond his July promised retire-
ment date, the prime minister’s key 
allies like small businesses minister 
Chalane Phori have openly declared 
that Dr Thabane will not retire until 
his term officially ends in 2022. 

Still, unless Dr Thabane uses the 
army to forcibly keep him in power 
and neutralise his enemies, the odds 
remain staked against him.  The 
deal crafted by his party’s NEC, with 
the main opposition DC, and which 
completely excludes him for any 
leadership post in government, has 
more numbers than his planned 
coalition with the LCD and MEC. In 
any event, it’s not at all clear if the 
MEC will support Dr Thabane in a 
new coalition with the LCD as MEC 
leader, Mochoboroane, has previ-
ously turned down overtures to be 
co-opted into Dr Thabane’s govern-
ment. 

At least 34 MP’s from the ABC’s 
total tally of 52 in the national as-
sembly signed a pledge supporting 
the new proposed coalition be-
tween the ABC and the DC. The 34 
together with the 26 from the DC 
and other parties supporting Dr 
Thabane’s ouster — the BNP (five), 
Popular Front for Democracy (two) 
and the RCL (one) — easily guar-
antee the 61-majority required to 
form the new government in which 
Finance Minister Moeketsi Majoro 
is proposed for prime minister with 
DC leader Mathibeli Mokhothu as 
deputy.

The Constitutional Court judge-
ment nullifying the prorogation 
had made this deal all but certain to 
be achieved hence Dr Thabane’s de-
cision to hastily mobilise the army 
to deal with people he said are us-
ing the courts to topple him from 
power, various officials told the 
Sunday Express yesterday. 

Dr Thabane’s ABC NEC, the BNP, 
the BNP’s Nthabiseng Makoae, ABC 
legislators; ‘Matšepo Ramakoae, 
‘Matebatso Doti, Lepota Sekola and 
senator Kemiso Mosenene, the DC 
itself and its deputy leader Motla-
lentoa Letsosa, DC MP Lethusang 
Kompi were the first to 10th appli-
cants respectively in the anti-proro-
gation case.

Dr Thabane, Dr Moleleki, His Maj-
esty the King and Attorney General 
Advocate Haae Phoofolo were the 
first to fourth respondents respec-
tively.



 Sunday Express  April 19 - 25 2020   News  5

Court blocks Thabane’s bid to suspend Molibeli
Pascalinah Kabi 

BARELY a month after the High 
Court ruled against his move 
to oust Police Commissioner 

Holomo Molibeli on the grounds 
of his alleged incompetence, Prime 
Minister Thomas Thabane has 
launched a fresh bid to suspend the 
police chief.

Just as he did to stop the previous 
attempts to suspend or sack him, 
Commissioner Molibeli has sought 
and obtained an interim High Court 
order to stop Dr Thabane from act-
ing against him until his main ap-
plication for the nullification of the 
planned suspension is finalised. 

In granting the interim order on 
Friday, Justice Semapo Peete said, 
“the matter is sub judice (pending 
before the courts) and the status 
quo (Commissioner Molibeli re-
maining in office) must be main-
tained until the final determination 
(of Molibeli’s application to stop Dr 
Thabane from suspending him)”. 

Justice Peete ordered the respond-
ents — Dr Thabane, Police Authority 
and Attorney General – to file their 
answering affidavit on or before 
Tuesday 21 April and for Commis-
sioner Molibeli to file his replying 
affidavit on 23 April 2020. 

The main application will be 
heard on 27 April 2020 but yester-
day Commissioner Molibeli was ar-
rested by the military police along 
with Deputy Commissioner Paseka 
Mokete and Assistant Commis-
sioner (ACP) Beleme Lebajoa. His 
arrest followed (See lead story on 
page 2). In his 15 April 2020 letter to 
Commissioner Molibeli, Dr Thabane 
says the move is necessary to facili-
tate investigations against the police 
boss after a case of perjury was filed 
him by one of his subordinates.

Dr Thabane said it was alleged 
that Commissioner Molibeli com-
mitted perjury when said that he 
was transferring one of his subor-
dinates from Maseru to Qacha’s Nek 
because there was only one senior 
officer responsible for that district. 

The premier said he was advised 
that Commissioner Molibeli’s state-
ment was false because there were 
three senior officers at the level of 
senior superintendent and two sen-
ior inspectors in that district. 

Dr Thabane therefore wants 
Commissioner Molibeli requesting 
that the latter to “show cause” cause 
why he should not be suspended to 
facilitate investigations into the al-
leged perjury.

In his court papers, Commission-
er Molibeli states that Dr Thabane’s 
latest bid to suspend him is motivat-
ed by the premier’s desire to protect 
Police and Public Safety Minister, 
Lehlohonolo Moramotse, from be-
ing charged with contravening lock-
down regulations by allegedly buy-
ing alcohol beverages in Maseru. Mr 
Moramotse was recently caught on 
camera buying liquor from a shop 
owner of Chinese origin in contra-
vention of regulations forbidding 
the sale and purchase of alcohol. 
For the duration of the lockdown 
which began on 30 March and ends 
on 21 April 2020, all liquor outlets 
are supposed to be closed but this 
particular liquor shop was allegedly 
opened to enable the minister to 
purchase alcohol. 

“One Mr Lehlohonolo Moramot-
se, who is also the 2nd respondent 
herein, contravened the COVID-19 
regulations by buying alcohol bev-
erages in Maseru, and we investi-
gated the case,” Commissioner Mo-
libeli says in his court papers. 

“Apart from the violation of 

COVID-19 Regulations, there were 
also allegations of Mr Moramotse 
having performed an illegal water 
connection at Ha Motloheloa, which 
were also investigated.”

Commissioner Molibeli said the 
two dockets were presented to the 
Director of Public Prosecutions 
(DPP), Advocate Hlalefang Motin-
yane who gave directives for the po-
lice to charge, arrest and arraign Mr 
Moramotse before the magistrates’ 
court tomorrow. 

Commissioner Molibeli said he 
was reliably informed by some 
intelligence sources that Mr Mora-
motse knew that he would appear 
in court and sought protection from 
Dr Thabane.  He said since there 
was no other way of protecting the 
minister, the case of his alleged per-
jury was then used to suspend him 
“as a ploy to prevent the arraign-
ment of Mr Moramotse”. 

He argued that Dr Thabane’s 
move to suspend him was illegal in 
that only His Majesty King Letsie III 
had the power to suspend him and 
not the prime minister. 

“The 1st respondent (Dr Thabane) 
therefore has no power in law to 
suspend me, as only His Majesty the 
King has the exclusive power to do 
so under the law. The 1st respond-
ent’s role in these circumstances is 
limited only to advising His Maj-
esty,” Commissioner Molibeli states. 

Dr Thabane’s renewed efforts to 
go after Commissioner Molibeli fol-
lowed one Police Senior Inspector 
Leluma’s decision to lodge a crimi-
nal case against the police boss. 

According to Dr Thabane’s “show 
cause” letter to Commissioner Moli-
beli, the police authority informed 
him of a criminal case brought 
against the police boss for alleged 
perjury. 

“I have been informed by the po-
lice authority that you committed 
perjury by intentionally making a 
false statement in judicial proceed-
ings before the High Court,” Dr Tha-
bane said. 

He said it was alleged that Com-
missioner Molibeli suggested that 
he was transferring one of his sub-
ordinates from Maseru to Qacha’s 
Nek because there was only one 
senior officer responsible for that 
district.  He said he was advised 
that Commissioner Molibeli’s state-
ment was false because there were 
three senior officers at the level of 
senior superintendent and two sen-
ior inspectors. 

“I have considered this mat-
ter and taken a view that the al-
legations against you, particularly 
when a criminal case has already 
been lodged against you in an insti-
tution that you head, it will be in the 
interests of justice that investiga-
tions into this matter are conducted 
fairly and objectivity.  

“It follows therefore that it can-
not be fair and right that you re-
main in office while criminal inves-
tigations are conducted against you 
by your subordinates. I have been 
advised by the police authority and 
reasonably believe that advice that 
there are reasonable fears among 
your subordinates to discharge 
their mandate and duties fearlessly 
because you are still in office. 

“I therefore intend to exercise my 
powers to suspend you pending fi-
nalisation of the criminal investiga-
tions… 

“In the circumstances, I hereby 
invite you to show cause, if any, 
before I use my powers to suspend 
you from office pending investiga-
tions and in the interests of justice.” 

The premier’s bid to suspend 

Commissioner Molibeli is the lat-
est in the long-running conflict be-
tween the two. The conflict began 
when Dr Thabane attempted to 
send the police boss on forced leave 
in January 2020. When that failed, 
the premier then attempted to sus-
pend him. 

That too failed after Commission-
er Molibeli challenged the move 
in court. On 10 January 2020, Dr 
Thabane then wrote to King Letsie 
III advising His Majesty to immedi-
ately appoint Senior Assistant Com-
missioner Janki Hlaahla as the new 
police commissioner. 

Dr Thabane claimed that Com-
missioner Molibeli had taken early 
retirement, a fact which was dis-
puted by the latter in his ultimately 
successful court challenge.

In his court papers, Commission-
er Molibeli accused Dr Thabane of 
seeking to get rid of him to avoid 
prosecution for the 14 June 2014 
murder of the latter’s estranged 
wife, Lipolelo. The police chief 
said investigations into Lipolelo’s 
murder pointed to Dr Thabane’s 
involvement.  Dr Thabane denied 
attempting to fire Commissioner 
Molibeli to stop the Lipolelo mur-
der probe. The premier claimed his 
decision was driven by his desire to 
rejuvenate the police force which 
was allegedly being hamstrung by 
what he described as Commissioner 
Molibeli’s incompetence.   

First Lady ‘Maesaiah Thabane has 
since been charged with the mur-
der of Lipolelo and the attempted 
murder of her friend, Thato Sibolla. 

Dr Thabane has moved to stop the 
state from charging him by filing 
a Constitutional Court application 
saying he cannot be charged with 
any crime as long as he remains in 
office as prime minister.
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I didn’t kill Soro: Mofomobe

MACHESETSA Mofomobe.

MAHALI Phamotse.

Gender-based violence cases rise during lockdown: Phamotse

Pascalinah Kabi 

THE Deputy Minister of Home Affairs, 
Machesetsa Mofomobe, has denied al-
legations that he murdered the Senior 

Procurement Officer in the Ministry of Home 
Affairs, Khahliso Soro, two years ago. 

The 39-year-old Mr Soro, who also headed 
the government’s celebrations committee, 
was found dead in September 2018 near his 
home in Ha- Pita, Maseru almost a week after 
he went missing.

His decomposing body was found in an 
unoccupied house near his own residence by 
children who had been playing nearby.

His mysterious death left tongues wagging 
as he died a few weeks after he promised 
the Public Accounts Committee (PAC) that he 
would name and shame high-ranking officers 
in the Home Affairs ministry who had embez-
zled public funds.

The alleged embezzlement is said to have 
occurred during the first Thomas Thabane-
led coalition government that comprised of 
the All Basotho Convention (ABC), Basotho 
National Party (BNP) and the Lesotho Con-
gress for Democracy (LCD). The first coalition 
lasted from 2012 to 2015.

At the time, a family spokesperson Mohau 
Soro told the Sunday Express’ sister Lesotho 
Times newspaper that they suspected foul 
play because Mr Soro was healthy when he 
was last seen alive.

Last week, some opposition supporters ac-
cused Mr Mofomobe, who is also the deputy 
leader of the BNP, of killing Mr Soro.

The opposition supporters made the ac-
cusations during a local radio programme 
where Mr Mofomobe was being hosted.

A listener, only identified as Mr Jase, called 
into the programme and alleged that he sus-
pected Mr Mofomobe had killed Mr Soro as 
he had even telephoned the latter shortly be-
fore he died. 

Mr Mofomobe replied by denying the al-
legations and challenged the listener to ap-
proach the police if he had any evidence 
linking him to the alleged crime. He said the 
suspects in Mr Soro’s death were remanded 
in custody and they would have their day in 
court once there was compelling evidence 
that they murdered Mr Soro. 

“You bring another issue, saying you sus-
pect that I killed Khahliso Soro,” said Mr Mo-
fomobe.

“Your biggest problem and that of your 
leadership is failing to understand that peo-
ple must appear in court when evidence is 
put forward. Some people are in jail and once 
investigations have been concluded, they will 

Nthatuoa Koeshe 

LESOTHO has registered a 
significant increase in the 
number of gender-based 

violence cases since the start 
of three weeks’ lockdown com-
pelling people to stay at home 
as part of measures to prevent 
the spread of the deadly coro-
navirus (COVID-19) pandemic. 

This according to Gender, 
Youths, Sports and Recreation 
Minister Mahali Phamotse 
who said 19 cases of rape had 
been reported since the lock-
down began on 30 March 2020. 
Dr Phamotse said the rape vic-
tims were females aged from 
five and 55 years. 

Due to the lockdown which 
is expected to end on 21 April 
2020, people are expected to 
stay in their homes and only 
venture out to buy groceries, 
attend burials or seek medical 
attention. 

Businesses have been closed 
except for those offering essen-
tial services such as healthcare 
facilities, fuel service stations, 
grocery shops and media or-
ganisations. 

Dr Phamotse told this publi-
cation that the lockdown had 
significantly increased chanc-

es of women and children fall-
ing prey to their abuse as they 
were now stuck with potential 
abusers, mostly male relatives, 
for the whole day at home. 

“Cases reported at Child and 
Gender Protection Unit (CGPU) 
show that 19 females from 
the age of 5 to 55 were raped 
in these past few weeks. A six-
year-old boy was also molest-
ed,” Dr Phamotse said, adding 
the numbers could be higher 
as many cases of rape and 
gender-based violence went 
unreported.

“These numbers could be 
higher because not everyone 
reports when abused even 
though they are advised to do 
so.” 

Dr Phamotse said in the last 
quarter of 2019, 15 cases of 
gender-based violence were 
reported and five of these were 
rape cases and another three 
were of minors who were sub-
jected to various forms of emo-
tional abuse. 

“We understand that during 
this period of the lockdown the 
number of cases of abuse are 
likely to shoot up. 

“But it is our responsibil-
ity as the ministry to combat 
abuse in its entirety so that 

Lesotho can be free of gender-
based violence,” Dr Phamotse 
said. 

She urged Basotho to use the 
Nokaneng App — an internet 
application designed to teach 
women about their rights, and 
services available for gender-
based violence victims, survi-
vors and caregivers.  

She also pleaded with Ba-
sotho to join the fight against 
abuse and report all cases to 
the relevant authorities. Mean-
while, She-Hive Association 
said four individuals have re-
ported cases of abuse to the as-
sociation. 

She-Hive Association is a 
women-led non-governmental 
organisation which strives to 
empower survivors of violence 
against women and children. 

She-Hive Association’s Ex-
ecutive Director, ‘Mamakhethe 
Phomane recently told the 
Sunday Express that the four 
cases, which included children 
abused by their caretakers, 
were reported to the police. 

“We received one case from 
Thaba-Tseka and three from 
Maseru. All these cases were 
reported to the police and are 
being taken care of,” Ms Pho-
mane said.

(Soro)?
“...You need to go to the police and give 

them the evidence.” 
Mr Mofomobe said he was ready to stand 

trial if there was any evidence linking him 
to the crime unlike some politicians who ap-
proached the Southern African Development 
Community (SADC) and pleaded with the 
head of the SADC facilitation team to Leso-
tho, Justice Dikgang Moseneke, to protect him 
from prosecution.  

This was in reference to Lesotho Congress 
for Democracy leader Mothetjoa Metsing and 
his Movement for Economic Change counter-
part Selibe Mochoboroane who recently ap-
pealed to Justice Moseneke to stop the state 
from charging them for treason against the 
first government of Dr Thabane in 2014.

Justice Moseneke recently wrote to Dr Tha-
bane directing that the charges be dropped 
in line with an October 2018 government-
opposition agreement to stop all trials of poli-
ticians until after the implementation of the 
multi-sector reforms in Lesotho. 

“People went to Pretoria to beg Ntate Mo-
seneke to write a letter stopping treason 
charges against them and I will never go to 
Moseneke and ask him to protect me from 
allegations that I killed Soro. I will never do 
that. I will stand here and say I am ready to 
appear in court if there is evidence,” Mr Mo-
fomobe said. 

He instead accused PAC chairperson Mr 
Mochoboroane of using the PAC to go after 
his political rivals. He alleged that Mr Mo-
choboroane told the Home Affairs Deputy 
Principal Secretary, Masia Johane, to inform 
the late Mr Soro that the PAC was not inter-
ested in nailing him for any alleged crime but 
it had its “eyes on someone else”. 

In a subsequent interview with this pub-
lication, Mr Mofomobe said that someone 
could have been him or fellow BNP senior 
member and Tourism and Hospitality Minis-
ter, Chief Joang Molapo.

On his part, Mr Johane said he did not recall 
Mr Mochoboroane telling him that the PAC 
was after someone else. 

Mr Mochoboroane was not reachable on 
his mobile phone for comment. 

In an unrelated issue, Mr Mofomobe said it 
was wrong of his rivals to want to “paint him 
with the same brush” with his former body-
guard who shot and injured three people in 
Quthing in December 2018. The bodyguard, 
Malebo Malebo- a soldier- was later arrested 
by his colleagues in the army. 

“You cannot punish me for the actions of 
my bodyguard,” Mr Mofomobe said, adding 
“justice must be served” in the Malebo issue.

appear in court.  
“I am ready tomorrow or any other time (to 

appear in court). If you didn’t know, I person-
ally went to the police and said, ‘gentlemen, 
expedite investigations into Soro’s murder’. 
We cannot just let people drag someone’s (Mr 
Mofomobe’s) name into the mud.” 

He said the police informed him that they 
had already interviewed people who claimed 
to have evidence of his involvement in Mr 
Soro’s murder and all of them had failed to 

produce the evidence that he was indeed in-
volved. 

“Ntate Jase, you claim to have evidence. I 
am going to appeal to the police to call you 
and ask that you give them evidence that I 
phoned Soro and that I killed him as you say. 
You will not be able to do so because it is not 
like that.

“Besides, I was not a Minister of Home Af-
fairs in 2014. Why would I go after this child 
(Soro)? What would be my gripe with him 
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Enterprises need to plan for physical distanwcing 
and a cashless economy

Let peace prevail
WE align ourselves with the Christian Council 

of Lesotho (CCL)’s admonition to the author-
ities not to plunge this country into chaos in 

their self-serving power struggles.
As the CCL says in a story published elsewhere in 

this edition, this not the time for the politicians to be 
fighting each other for power but to be uniting to fight 
the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic.

Not that there is ever a good time for destabilising 
power struggles, but these are unprecedented, cata-
clysmic times when the entire world is facing an ex-
istential crisis in the form of the COVID-19 pandemic 
which threatens to wipe mankind off the face of the 
earth.

More than 2, 3 million people had been infected by 
the virus and close to 157 000 deaths had been record-
ed by yesterday.

World economies have ground to a standstill as 
countries have imposed lockdowns which are keeping 
the citizenry in their homes even at the risk of running 
out of food and other necessities. 

The lockdowns have been imposed in a desperate 
bid to prevent the spread of the deadly virus whose 
propensity for human victims is reminiscent of Bibli-
cal plagues and other divine punishments that led to 
the near extinction of the human race.

But in the midst of all this and instead of keeping 
our eyes firmly on the Armageddonic struggle against 
the virus, our politicians appear focused on their petty 
squabbles for power.

Prime Minister Thomas Thabane has since called 
on the army to deal with any threats to his govern-
ment. Yesterday there were also scary rumours of the 
arrest of the Police Commissioner Holomo Molibeli 
who has been involved in a long-running feud with 
the premier. This and the heavy military presence on 
the streets of Maseru yesterday had many ordinary 
citizens shaking with fear. 

Yesterday’s televised speech by the premier is the 
second such he has made in as many weeks calling 
upon the security agencies to defend his government 
against rivals within his own All Basotho Convention 
(ABC) and other parties bent on toppling his govern-
ment.

As the fourth estate, ours is not to take sides but to 
speak truth to power.  We appeal to all the political 
leaders to temporarily set aside their differences to 
fully focus on the task of implementing policies to save 
this nation from the threat posed by COVID-19.

Although our beautiful country is yet to record a sin-
gle infection, it is never-the-less reeling from the im-
pact of the disease which so far seen businesses close 
and many people losing their jobs. 

Others will go without salaries this month as some 
companies cannot pay wages when there has not been 
any production. In such perilous times, we expect poli-
ticians to forget their differences and give direction to 
the country. Only when the virus has been conquered 
can the politicians get back to their petty squabbles if 
they so wish. 

And if they want to replace the current coalition, 
they should do so within the confines of the law as has 
been the case in the past few years when constitutional 
provisions have been followed in parliament through 
no confidence votes to effect a change of government.

This country has suffered too much and for far too 
long as a result of the never-ending power struggles. 
The police and army have been at loggerheads and 
engaged in violent conflict due the politicians’ squab-
bles. Civilians have been caught up in the crossfire and 
many people died in the previous conflicts. 

It is never a picnic when the military is deployed 
on the streets and the latest deployment has already 
caused many to fear the worst. 

It is therefore our heartfelt plea to all the politicians 
not to sacrifice the nation’s peace at the altar of their 
selfish ambitions. We also appeal to all of our securi-
ty agencies not to take advantage of the fact that the 
world’s attention is on the virus to abuse the rights of 
citizens. We plead for peace now and always.

WHEN lockdown ends, people are 
going to want safe spaces in which 
to meet, do business and have fun. 

What can venues do to get ready?
China has ended lockdown in Wuhan, the 

city where the novel coronavirus first ap-
peared, but it has become clear a return to 
“normal” life is not on the cards for that city 
— or indeed anywhere.

After 10 weeks in lockdown, residents of 
Wuhan are reeling, with the New York Times 
reporting that re-opened businesses are fac-
ing difficulties in getting back up to speed 
and that strict regulations on people’s move-
ments remain in place.

In South Africa, we should be planning for 
when we, too, are allowed to venture out. For 
popular entertainment and tourist venues, 
this is especially important.

Attractions such as museums, national 
parks, aquaria and water parks and shop-
ping malls are an important part of the 
economy and need to be ready to respond to 
plenty of pent-up demand.

US and UK polls indicate that museums 
and other cultural attractions will be at the 
top of the list of places people will want to 
visit in order to spend time with family and 
friends again.

Research in the US by Colleen Dillenschnei-
der looks at adults’ “intention to visit” cultur-
al entities and indicates that “most people are 
currently maintaining comparatively strong 
intentions to visit” within the next three to six 
months.

Similarly, in the UK, BVA BDRC, a consumer 
insights consultancy, has been tracking con-
sumer sentiment towards travel, leisure and 
hospitality. Twenty-nine percent of respond-
ents said they would “go on a day out to a 
visitor attraction” within the next three to six 
months. It should be noted that this relates to 
the US and UK summer, traditionally indicat-
ing higher intentions to visit places than dur-
ing winter.

Dampened economic activity and de-

pressed international tourism will affect 
South African visitor numbers for the fore-
seeable future. But what can managers of 
facilities and attractions do now to minimise 
the impact?

Firstly, they need to assess their sites and 
customer bases to understand what demand 
might look like after lockdown. Open, out-
door sites are likely to be in higher demand 
than closed, confined spaces. A place that was 
heavily dependent on international visitors 
will look very different to the attraction that 
was dependent on local and domestic travel.

Sites that depended on older customers 
may see very different demand levels to those 
catering to a younger profile. Venues for con-
ferences, events and concerts will have a dif-
ferent recovery trajectory to those that rely 
on individual visitors. What role will school 
groups play in the next six months, as the 
school year remains significantly disrupted?

Restarting micro-economies is likely to 
happen in segments, with highly localised de-
mand at first (i.e. the closest neighbourhoods 
to customers), followed by day-trippers who 
can visit in cars or via public transport, then 
domestic visitors from further afield, and 
eventually international visitors. Timelines 
for such evolution are unknown, but destina-
tions need to start assessing their historical 
consumer data to understand likely demand 
curves.

Places designed to accommodate large 
groups will clearly need a rethink, with 
physical distancing and contactless transac-
tions essential. Such measures might well be 

anathema to business people hardwired into 
attracting crowds. Structural changes could 
be costly and take time to set up.

Fortunately, the seeds of both physical dis-
tancing and a contactless economy already 
exist.

Physical distancing, for example, exists in 
the form of VIP queues, fast-track queues, 
special opening times (e.g. for pensioners, 
school groups or paid-up members) and 
there is experience with reduced capacity, 
such as during winter or off-seasons.

Contactless transactions are a reality in 
the form of pre-sale of tickets online, the use 
of credit cards or Snapscan for on-site pay-
ments, and membership cards as entrance 
tickets. How can this be escalated to ensure 
that less hard cash changes hands?

The phrase contactless economy refers not 
only to the exchange of money but also hu-
man contact. Enterprises that rely on direct 
human contact as part of the experience 
will need to look specifically at these contact 
points and assess how things can be done dif-
ferently and safely.

Things are unlikely to get back to normal 
anytime soon, but we won’t be in lockdown 
forever, either. When we get out, our priori-
ties and needs will have shifted and the soon-
er we start planning for this new reality the 
better for us all. – DM

l Sabine Lehmann is founder and CEO of 
Curiositas and founder and chair of the 
African Association of Visitor Experienc-
es and Attractions. 

Sabine 
Lehmann

Words of Wisdom

WITHOUT patriotic political 
education, a soldier is only a 

potential criminal. 
— Thomas Sankara 

Comment
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IT is no longer a question of if but when the Prime Minister 
Thomas Thabane will retire. Last week, Dr Thabane an-
nounced that he was retiring because his stamina was gone 

after more than five decades in the civil service and in active pol-
itics.

It does not matter that some think the real reasons are the 
murder allegations levelled against him and the pressure from 
his own All Basotho Convention (ABC) party. What matters most 
is that Dr Thabane is going and now that he has agreed to step 
down after the processes to appoint his successor have been 
finalised, the nation and it’s development partners are keenly 
watching the ABC to see how it will handle the succession issue.

We are also watching the unfolding developments and it is our 
hope that the ABC will seize this opportunity to not only preside 
over a smooth process but more importantly settle on a deserv-
ing candidate with the right mix of appeal to all sectors as well as 
the right credentials to lead the country out of the socio-econom-
ic and political challenges.

At the height of the ABC’s infighting in June last year, the party 
legislators loyal to deputy leader, Professor Nqosa Mahao joined 
forces to file a no confidence motion against Dr Thabane in par-
liament.

They proposed ABC chairperson Samuel Rapapa as the Care-
taker Prime Minister in place of Dr Thabane. Now as Dr Thabane 
edges towards the exit door, we do not for a second believe that 
Mr Rapapa is a shoe-in to succeed him.

Even other party stalwarts like Prof Mahao and secretary gen-
eral Lebohang Hlaele are not in the running because they do not 
meet the constitutional requirements which state that a prime 
minister should only be appointed from members of the national 
assembly, we still think there will be jostling among party heavy-
weights for the top post.

There will probably be acrimony and mudslinging among the 
aspirants but we hope that at the end of it all, the party will still 
close ranks and everyone rallies behind the chosen successor.

The ABC has no other choice but to lead the way by uniting 
because disunity and a consequent split could precipitate snap 
elections which- even by the admission of opposition Lesotho 
Congress for Democracy leader, Mothetjoa Metsing- the country 
can ill-afford them.

 We simply don’t have the money to fund snap elections and 
even if we had it, it would be better spent on education, health or 
any other developmental programme.

In any event, the country needs to embark on fresh exercise to 
delineate electoral constituencies and the voters’ roll is said to be 
in shambles and in need of updating. All of this requires a vibrant 
and functional Independent Electoral Commission (IEC). Unfor-
tunately the elections body is dysfunctional on account of there 
being no commissioners to replace the trio of Mahapela Lehohla, 
‘Mamosebi Pholo and Makase Nyaphisi whose contracts were 
not renewed by the government when they expired in January 
2019.

All these are compelling reasons why the ABC has no choice 
but to close ranks and avoid a damaging split that could collapse 
the government after nominating Dr Thabane’s successor.

The ABC has an excellent opportunity to nominate a deserving 
candidate who will appeal to the previously feuding factions as a 
unifying force. 

The ideal candidate must also be one with sufficient interna-
tional clout to appeal to regional, continental and international 
development partners. This must be someone with the requisite 
understanding of international relations to ensure that we do not 
fall foul of our regional, continental and international commit-
ments.

We would not want a repeat of the embarrassing debacle 
where the country has been issuing contradictory statements 
on the Morocco-Western Sahara conflict when the regional and 
continental position is very clear that Western Sahara has a right 
to self-determination and independence.

We therefore urge ABC members to be alive to the fact that 
theirs is a huge task with local and world implications. The task of 
choosing Dr Thabane’s successor is not a Mickey Mouse game, it 
calls for high-mindedness on the part of everyone involved.

Comment

Sunday 
Talk

Of memory and not forgetting

Thabane successor: 
ABC must put nation’s 

interests first

Words of
Wisdom

Marianne Merten

REMEMBERING the past is a conscious 
act. And who we remember in public 
spaces is a signifier of a nation’s values.

Amid the cobblestones of Bebelplatz in 
Berlin, just where Humboldt University 
stands in what used to be part of East Ger-
many, is a glass pane. Smallish, maybe 60cm 
by 60cm. Below is a stark white room with 
empty bookshelves.

This memorial commemorates the 1933 
book burning by the Nazis, whose student 
union on 10 May that year destroyed the 
writings of hundreds of freethinking authors, 
philosophers and scientists. A bronze plaque 
embedded in the cobblestones explains.

In the shadow of the university, this is a 
powerful caution. A reminder of how an act 
that may have been spectacular in its mob 
optics should have served as a warning of the 
terror that unfolded.

The Bebelplatz memorial is easily over-
looked. Not so the Memorial to the Murdered 
Jews of Europe, 2,710 stelae over 19,073 
square metres just off Brandenburg Gate and 
the Bundestag, Germany’s parliament.

Arising from journalist Lea Rosh’s proposal 
for a “memorial as a visible commitment to 
action” made during a 1988 panel discussion, 
on 25 June 1999 the Bundestag passed a res-
olution for its construction. It was completed 
in May 2005.

It is a stark reminder of Nazi terror and 
murder. It’s a caution for it never to be al-
lowed to happen again. Even if right now in 
Europe, as in the United States and the Unit-
ed Kingdom, right-wing forces and populism 
are on the rise — and as South Africa is getting 
its own dose of fascist populism.

Memorials are of the act of remembrance 
— like the commemoration of the 75th an-
niversary of Auschwitz’s liberation at the 
memorial to Europe’s murdered Jews on 27 
January 2020 — a caution against forgetting, 
but also an account of how a city is shaped.

In Helsinki, there are public boards at 
many intersections showing how the cross-
roads looked, say 100 years ago, through the 
contrast of a rather provincial snapshot with 
the reality of a bustling avenue.

So too in Berlin. Boards along the side-
walks explain the architecture — how a sum-
mer getaway palace became a block of flats, 
or how after blocks of buildings were razed in 
World War II, the East Germans built “luxury 
apartments” that still exist today.

The structure with the greatest impact 
was the wall that cut through Berlin. Today 
it’s clearly visible, with paving stones mark-
ing the course of the wall in many parts of 
the now unified German capital. 

At the Bundestag the wall literally put the 

bombed-out Reichtstag, as it was known, on 
the side of the Western Allies and the MPs’ 
offices on the East side.

The graffiti of Russian soldiers liberating 
Berlin in May 1945 is integral to the Bun-
destag building today as is a more modern 
tribute to democracy — a column on which 
flashes the transcripts of House debates.

The Wall Memorial at Bernauer Strasse 
graphically illustrates how a community was 
divided in one fell swoop in 1961. On the wall 
of one broken terrace of housing is a gigantic 
photo depicting Garten Strasse then. The 
now with construction at the underground 
train station is today’s reality.

Rusted iron rods running along the paving 
stones marking the route of the wall are one 
part of the memorial, fragments of the origi-
nal wall, including foundations for spotlights, 
are another.

As are markers to those who fled, or tried 
to flee.

It is this attention to the individual histo-
ries and acts of ordinary persons that runs 
like a golden thread through the memorials 
against forgetting.

Acts of courage, victims and survivors are 
honoured by their individual recognition – in 
name, and through images and personal pos-
sessions.

This is a historical perspective that hon-
ours Everyman — and goes beyond elite hag-
iographies.

Significantly, in this approach to memory 
and not forgetting, the perpetrators of the 
Nazi terror and murders are held accountable 
also by being identified by name, in photos 
and in survivors’ accounts — even if those 
Nazis committed suicide, escaped abroad or 
received minimal jail terms. 

And the Nazi correspondence that chilling-
ly lists numbers of people killed is on display 
to highlight the guise of legitimacy Nazis gave 
the terror and murders of millions of Jews, 
and those of different political convictions, 
gays, physically and mentally disabled, the 

Roma and Sinti.
Many of the memorials are less than 3o 

years old, as the November 1989 fall of the 
wall appears to have been a catalyst. But the 
more recent memorials are not at odds with 
others such as the Soviet War Memorial in 
Tiergarten, dedicated to the Russian soldiers 
who fell, as the inscription states, in the fight 
against fascism.

The decision to support all these memori-
als from the public purse is crucial — as is the 
free admission at most. The memorials are 
part of the official Visit Berlin website.

Berlin’s memorials against forgetting are 
a public expression of a commitment to not 
allow the emergence of the inhumane, the 
atrocious and the undemocratic

They are living history that places the indi-
vidual at the centre — in tribute to acts of cour-
age, determination and persistence against 
terror, but also in condemnation of participa-
tion and complicity in the Nazi terror.

Herein lies a crucial lesson for South Africa. 
— DM

l Marianne Merten has written on Par-
liament since 2016 for Daily Maverick. 

The views in this article do not 
reflect those of the Sunday Express, 

but those of the writer.

It isn’t the mountains ahead 
to climb that wear you out; 
it’s the pebble in your shoe. 

— Muhammad Ali
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Remarks by the spokesperson of 
the Chinese Embassy in Lesotho

FOLLOWING an article Victimisation of 
Africans in China threatens Afro-Sino 
relations published by the Lesotho 
Times on April 16-22 2020, the spokes-

person of the Chinese Embassy in Lesotho 
wishes to make the following remarks:

1. Currently in China, our most urgent task 
is to prevent imported cases and domes-
tic resurgence of the pandemic. Guang-
zhou, the major border city with a large 
foreign population including many Afri-
can residents, is facing an increasing risk 
due to more and more imported cases. To 
safeguard the hard-won anti-pandemic 
outcomes, Guangzhou has stepped up rel-
evant measures and decided to quarantine 
and test everyone entering the border. 
During the process, some foreigners, in-
cluding African nationals, breached rel-
evant regulations and overreacted. A Ni-
gerian coronavirus patient bit a Chinese 
nurse as he tried to escape from isolation. 
The incident caused panic among local 
residents and led to very bad social impact. 
The Chinese side believes that foreign na-
tionals in China should abide by Chinese 
law and regulations particularly with re-
gard to epidemic prevention and control. 
Just like Chinese nationals in Lesotho, who 

should abide by the prevention and control 
regulations of Lesotho government during 
the state emergency.
Many African friends also pointed out that 
after verification, many of the videos cir-
culating online have been found to be ed-
ited and did not tell the whole story. Both 
China and Africa should be vigilant against 
online contents that may mislead people’s 
perceptions and sentiments.

2. China and Africa have maintained close 
communication and friendly consulta-
tion on the situation of African nationals 
in Guangdong province over the past few 
days. State Councillor and Foreign Minister 
of the People’s Republic of China Wang Yi 
had a telephone conversation with Chair-
man Faki of the African Union Commis-
sion. State Councillor Wang Yi pointed out 
that the traditional friendship between 
China and Africa is as solid as a rock and 
unbreakable. 
It will not be affected as time passes and 
events arise, nor will it be disrupted by any 
alienating attempts. Chairman Faki said 
that the African side does not believe that 
China will adopt a policy of racial discrimi-
nation against the African people. Africa 
and China are friends and now comrades-

in-arms in the fight against the COVID-19.
The Assistant Foreign Minister of China 
Chen Xiaodong also met with African dip-
lomatic envoys to China. The Chinese side 
reiterated that there has been no change in 
its friendly policy towards Africa. Facing 
grave risks of importing cases in Guang-
dong, China has strengthened its preven-
tion and control measures and adhered 
to the principle of treating Chinese nation-
als and foreigners as equals, and will not 
adopt differentiated policies towards any 
special groups. 

3. African governments and African diplo-
matic envoys in China generally believe 
that under the current situation when 
all countries are strengthening epidemic 
prevention and control measures, Guang-
dong’s measures are responsible for all 
Chinese and foreigners and completely 
understandable. Foreigners who work and 
live locally should show their cooperation 
and support. 
The African side appreciated that China 
takes Africa’s concerns seriously and have 
noted the continuous improvement of the 
situation involving Africans in relevant cit-
ies in Guangdong. The African side will co-
operate with China to educate and guide its 

citizens to abide by China’s provisions on 
epidemic prevention and control. 

4. Taking into consideration the concerns of 
the African side, Guangdong has further 
improved its health management meas-
ures for foreigners. It is learned that on 
the premise of complying with China’s 
provisions on epidemic prevention, many 
African nationals are returning back for 
self-quarantine, and proper arrangements 
have been made for African nationals in 
difficulties.

5. China and Africa are friends and now 
comrades-in-arms in the fight against the 
COVID-19.  During our most difficult times 
fighting the virus, Africa offered us strong 
support. As the situation is getting more 
severe in Africa, the Chinese government 
and people have urgently delivered batch-
es of supplies to the continent, which has 
been highly acclaimed by African coun-
tries and the African people. 
The China-Africa friendship is unbreak-
able as it’s deeply rooted in the heart of our 
people. After COVID-19 broke out, China 
and Africa once again demonstrated soli-
darity. Those attempting to smear or de-
lude others, drive a wedge or sow discord 
will only end up empty-handed.

CHINESE Foreign Minister Wang Yi.



  April 19 - 25 2020  Sunday Express  10  News  

State workers steal COVID-19 donations
Limpho Sello

POLICE have arrested a National Refer-
ence Laboratory (NRL) employee and 
another from the Lesotho Blood Trans-

fusion Services (LBTS) for allegedly stealing 
surgical masks and other protective equip-
ment donated by Chinese businessman and 
philanthropist Jack Ma.

The stolen equipment is meant to help Le-
sotho to combat the deadly coronavirus (COV-
ID-19) pandemic which has infected more 
than two million worldwide.

The first batch of the equipment arrived 
in the country three weeks ago and the theft 
of some of that equipment has resulted in 
the Health ministry engaging the  Lesotho 
Defence Force (LDF) in the storage and dis-
tribution of the second batch of donations to 
ensure it is not misappropriated and used for 
the benefit of criminal elements.

The second batch of donations arrived in 
the country on Friday.

According to the Police Spokesperson, Su-
perintendent (Supt) Mpiti Mopeli, the two 
suspects are a 46-year-old woman employed 
as an office assistant at the NRL and a 45-year-
old male employed as a driver at the LBTS.

Supt Mopeli said the suspects allegedly 
stole two boxes of surgical masks and another 
box containing an assortment of other protec-
tive gear from the NRL on Tuesday. He said 
upon their arrest, the duo had already sold 
the surgical masks for M3200 and they were 
still looking for buyers for the other protec-
tive equipment.

He said the police recovered one box of sur-
gical masks from the person it had been sold 
to. The police also recovered only M800 of the 
M3200 realised from the sale of the surgical 
masks and another box of surgical masks al-
legedly stolen by the driver from Queen Eliza-
beth II Hospital in Maseru.

“By the time they were arrested, the sus-
pects had already sold each box of surgical 
masks for M1600 and they were still looking 
for buyers for the other personal protective 
gear,” Supt Mopeli said.

“However, one box was recovered from the 
person who had bought it from the suspects 
and we also recovered M800 out of the pro-
ceeds the suspects received for the sale of the 
equipment.” 

Supt Mopeli said the suspects had since 
been arrested and the police were now await-
ing a directive from the Director of Public 
Prosecutions (DPP), Advocate Hlalefang 
Motinyane to charge them with theft.

The stolen equipment is part of the consign-
ment donated by Mr Jack Ma to Lesotho and 
other African countries late last month.   All in 
all, Lesotho received a consignment of 20 089 
COVID-19 test kits, 741 personal protection 
equipment (PPE), 100 000 surgical masks and 
1111 face shields from the Chinese business-
man’s Jack Ma and the Alibaba foundations.

Supt Mopeli said following the theft of 
some of the equipment, the police have start-
ed their own follow up investigations to en-
sure the equipment reached all the intended 
beneficiary public health institutions and it is 
being used for its intended purpose.

Meanwhile, the Health Minister, Nkaku 
Kabi, has said his ministry has resolved to en-
gage the LDF in the storage and distribution 
of the donated equipment to ensure it is not 
misappropriated and used for the personal 
benefit of rogue state employees.

He made the remarks on Friday when he 
received the second batch of donations by the 
Jack Ma foundations at the Moshoeshoe I In-
ternational Airport.

Flanked by LDF officials, Mr Kabi said, 
“we decided to involve the LDF because we 
encountered challenges of theft of the first 
batch of donated equipment by some of the 
state employees”.

“When we received the first batch, the Na-
tional Drug Service Organisation (NDSO) dis-
tributed it to all the facilities and in the pro-
cess some of the equipment was stolen. That 
is why this time we have involved the LDF so 
that we don’t burden the NDSO with having 
to answer some tough questions about the 
disappearance of equipment.”

He said the LDF would keep the equipment 
safely before its distribution to beneficiary 
public health institutions.

On her part, the Deputy Minister of Health, 
Manthabiseng Phohleli, expressed shock at 
the theft of the first batch of equipment.

The Director General of Health Services, 
Dr ‘Nyane Letsie, said the law should take its 
course and they were waiting to be informed 
when the suspects would eventually appear 
in court.

Lesotho nationals safe in China: Makgothi
Nthatuoa Koeshe 

FOREIGN Affairs and International Rela-
tions Minister Lesego Makgothi says Le-
sotho nationals are safe in China and con-

tinue to enjoy good hospitality despite wide-
spread reports of Africans being harassed in 
the Asian nation. 

The Africans, mostly Nigerians, have ac-
cused China of mistreating them over fears 
that they could spread the deadly coronavirus 
(COVID-19) in that country. The claims came af-
ter stories of Africans being evicted from their 
residential homes in Guangzhou, China went 
viral on social media. 

According to Los Angeles Times, African 
evictions came shortly after Guangzhou au-
thorities announced that five Nigerians had 
tested positive for COVID-19. Within days, a 
campaign was launched to test and track all 
Africans in that port city.

“The sudden and sweeping move was con-
sistent with China’s response to the coronavi-
rus. But it was propelled by a troubling logic 
that targeted people based on race rather than 
their contact history. The measure ignited a 
diplomatic outcry and a crisis on Guangzhou’s 
streets.

“Some of the displaced Africans were long-
time residents forced from their homes. Others 
were businessmen who’d completed 14-day 
quarantines, but then couldn’t find any hotels 
that would accept them.

“They roamed the streets in the rain and 
slept under highway overpasses, huddled on 
the pavement in face masks. They filmed vid-
eos of police shouting at them, pressing young 
men to a wall, and of signs posted in apartment 
building and restaurants — including McDon-
ald’s — saying: ‘No blacks”, the Los Angeles 
Times reported on Thursday.

Videos posted on social media over the week-
end also showed people of African descent be-
ing evicted from homes and hotels, sleeping 
rough and being refused service in shops.

COVID-19 broke out in China’s Wuhan city 

last December before spreading to other 
countries. As of yesterday, more than 2, 3 mil-
lion infections have been reported and there 
were about 155 000 deaths worldwide. Many 
countries including Lesotho have imposed 
lockdowns closing businesses and limiting the 
movements of people to stop the spread of the 
virus.

Although China has recorded significant re-
ductions in the number of new infections, Mr 
Makgothi recently told the Sunday Express the 
Asian country is still implementing compul-
sory coronavirus (COVID-19) testing for its na-
tionals as well as foreigners. 

He said China discovered that there were 
many illegal immigrants mainly from West 
Africa when it introduced the compulsory test-
ing and many of these were shying away from 
being tested for fear of being found out. He 
said as a result the Chinese authorities were 
left with no choice but to order their evictions 
from their residences.

Mr Makgothi warned against misinterpret-
ing events in China to suggest that there was 
wholesale targeting and ill-treatment of Afri-
cans. The minister said even the Chinese Am-
bassador to Lesotho, Lei Kezhong, had assured 
him that his country had not gone out of its 
way to target Africans for discrimination. 

“China has introduced a policy of testing 
every individual in that country to ensure that 
no one poses a danger of spreading the deadly 
coronavirus,” he said,” in an interview with the 
Sunday Express. He added that Chinese health 
inspectors were forced to evict people from 
their residences who were found without a 
coronavirus green card showing that they had 
been tested and were free of the virus.

The minister also allayed fears that Lesotho 
nationals were affected by the evictions as all 
of them had valid visas and had not objected 
to the testing. 

“There has not been any case (of eviction) 
involving a Mosotho. All Lesotho nationals in 
China for different engagements are there le-
gally and they have valid visas,” he said.

. . . Health ministry engages army to guard and 
distribute equipment as a result of the theft

LESEGO Makgothi.

NKAKU 
Kabi
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Lockdown forces 
postponement of 
First Lady’s case

Expedite Thabane’s 
retirement: CCL

Police Minister to appear in court tomorrow

THOMAS Thabane.

Mohalenyane Phakela

THE First Lady, ‘Maesaiah Thabane, 
will have to wait until after the lock-
down to know when she will finally 
stand trial for allegedly murdering 

her husband, Prime Minister Thomas Tha-
bane’s estranged wife, Lipolelo in June 2017.

This after the Maseru Magistrate Courts 
postponed her case to a date that is still to 
be decided. ‘Maesaiah is currently out on 
M1000 bail and she was initially supposed to 
be appear for her remand session on Tues-
day. However, her remand hearing did not 
proceed with her lawyer, Advocate Rethabile 
Setlojoane, telling this publication that the 
state had informed that a new date would 
only be set for the case after the lockdown 
which expected to end on 21 April 2020.

The nationwide lockdown began on 30 
March 2020 as part of measures to prevent 
the spread of the coronavirus (COVID-19) 
pandemic. The courts subsequently an-
nounced that they would significantly re-
duce operations by suspending proceedings 
for cases before the courts including remand 
hearings. However, urgent applications will 
still be heard and finalised during the period 
of the lockdown.

‘Maesaiah stands accused of the 14 June 
2017 murder of Dr Thabane’s former wife, 
Lipolelo. She has also been charged with the 
attempted murder of Thato Sibolla, who was 
travelling in the same vehicle with Lipolelo 
when she was gunned down in cold blood 
at Ha-’Masana, Maseru. Ms Sibolla sustained 
injuries in the incident.

Shortly after being charged and remanded 
in custody by Maseru Magistrate Nthabiseng 
Moopisa on 5 February 2020, Ms Thabane 
was granted bail by Acting Chief Justice 
‘Maseforo Mahase.

During her previous appearance on 17 
March 2020, Adv Setlojoane told Maseru 
Magistrate Thamae Thamae that if his cli-
ent’s trial did not begin on 14 April, he would 
apply for her dismissal in terms of constitu-
tional provisions as well as the Speedy Court 
Trial Act which prescribe that suspects must 
be speedily tried.

Adv Setlojoane cited section 12 of the 
Speedy Court Trial Act which provides for 
the dismissal of cases and imposes fines on 
the crown counsel where it can be shown 
that they have wilfully failed to proceed with 
the trial of a suspect without justification.

Prominent Famo musician Mosotho 
Chakela, whose real name is Rethabile 
Mokete, is among those who have been 
charged alongside ‘Maesaiah. The others are 
Seabata Sello, Molefi Matima and Macheli 
Koeshe. The four are however, at large and 
have so far failed to honour police summons 
to hand themselves in so that they can be 
tried for Lipolelo’s murder.

The police have since declared them fu-
gitives from justice and issued notices call-
ing on the pubic to assist with information 
leading to their arrest. The police have also 
requested their South African Police Service 
(SAPS) counterparts to arrest the four should 
they locate them in South Africa where they 
are believed to be residing.  

Dr Thabane has since filed a Constitutional 
Court application to stop the courts from try-
ing him for the murder or any other crime as 
long as he remains in office.

Ntsebeng Motsoeli

POLICE and Public Safety Minister 
Lehlohonolo Moramotse will appear 
in court tomorrow on charges of con-
travening the lockdown regulations 

imposed by the government to prevent the 
spread of the coronavirus (COVID — 19) pan-
demic.

Mr Moramotse is accused of contravening 
the regulations by purchasing alcohol at a lo-
cal liquor shop in Maseru. If convicted, Mr 
Moramotse could be fined M5000 or jailed 
for two months or both.

Mr Moramotse was recently caught on 
camera buying liquor from a shop owner 
of Chinese origin in contravention of regu-
lations forbidding the sale and purchase of 
alcohol. 

For the duration of the lockdown which 
began on 30 March and ends on 21 April 
2020, all liquor outlets are supposed to be 
closed but this particular liquor shop was 
allegedly opened to enable the minister to 
purchase alcohol. 

Police Spokesperson Superintendent Mpiti 
Mopeli on Friday said Mr Moramotse is ex-
pected to first report to the police for “pre-
court formalities” before proceeding to the 
magistrates’ court.

“He (Mr Moramotse) was supposed to 
have reported to the police earlier this week 
but his lawyer excused him saying he was oc-
cupied and pleaded to bring him in on Mon-
day (tomorrow). He is expected to stop by the 
police charge office first for the first reading 
of his charge,” Supt Mopeli said. 

It remains to be seen if the minister will 
report to the police and actually appear in 

court tomorrow.
This after Police Commissioner Holomo 

Molibeli on Friday stated in his High Court 
papers that Mr Moramotse had approached 
Prime Minister Thomas Thabane to shield 
him from prosecution. 

Commissioner Molibeli said this in his 
founding affidavit in a case where he wants 
the court to interdict Dr Thabane from sus-
pending him from his post on the grounds 
that he committed perjury in a case involv-
ing the transfer of a police officer from Ma-
seru to Qacha’s Nek.

The police chief argues that the real motive 
behind Dr Thabane’s bid to suspend him is to 
protect Mr Moramotse from being charged 
with contravening lockdown regulations by 
allegedly buying alcohol beverages in Ma-
seru. (See story on page 5).

There has been widespread condemna-
tion of Mr Moramotse for his alleged viola-
tion of the liquor ban.

In a statement this week, the opposition 
Democratic Congress (DC) called on Dr Tha-
bane to fire Mr Moramotse and “deal deci-
sively” with the businessman who sold him 
alcohol in contravention of the lockdown 
regulations.   

“The Democratic Congress calls upon 
Prime Minister Thomas Thabane to relieve 
the Minister of Police Lehlohonolo Moramot-
se of his official duties and responsibilities 
immediately following his breach of lock-
down regulations by buying beer at the time 
the (lockdown) regulations don’t allow such 
purchases.  

“DC also calls on the police to deal deci-
sively with the minister and the Chinese man 
who opened the store on that day for solely 

serving the minister. These two culprits 
should face the full might of the law,” the DC 
it statement.

Movement for Economic Change (MEC) 
Spokesperson Napo Moshoeshoe con-
demned Mr Moramotse’s actions, saying this 
painted a picture of a government which had 
no respect for its own legal frameworks. 

“We are in a very precarious period where 
government should not be sending negative 
signals that they are not genuine and honest 
about the lockdown regulations. 

“It does not help that a cabinet minister 
acts against the regulations and sneaks out 
to buy alcohol. The prime minister went to 
the extent of proroguing parliament to stress 
the seriousness of the situation.  For one of 
his ministers to be seen buying beer, this 
seriously undermines the lockdown regula-
tions,” Mr Moshoeshoe said. 

The Academic Forum for Development of 
Lesotho (AFDeL) — a registered association 
of academics and professionals in various 
economic and development fields in Lesotho, 
also condemned Mr Moramotse’s behaviour.

“The AFDeL urges the relevant authorities 
to take swift action against the Police Minis-
ter to protect Lesotho’s dignity and to ensure 
we are not a nation where the rule of law is 
a mere statement that can be flouted at will. 
We keenly await decisive action on the mat-
ter,” AFDeL said in a statement.

On Friday, the Christian Council of Lesotho 
(CCL) said they were also surprised to learn 
that instead of encouraging the public to 
adhere to the lockdown regulations, “some 
prominent people in the government were 
the ones now suspected of breaching such 
regulations”. ‘MAESAIAH Thabane

’Marafaele Mohloboli

THE Christian Council of 
Lesotho (CCL) has ap-
pealed to the “relevant 
authorities” to expedite 

Prime Minister Thomas Tha-
bane’s retirement for the sake of 
his health and to relieve him of 
the “work pressure”.

The CCL also bemoaned the 
instability and infighting in the 
governing coalition, saying the 
country could be plunged into 
chaos by politicians fighting each 
other instead of uniting to fight 
the coronavirus (COVID-19) pan-
demic.

The governing four party coa-
lition is teetering on the verge 
of collapse amid reports that Dr 
Thabane’s own All Basotho Con-
vention (ABC) has inked a deal 
with opposition Democratic Con-
gress (DC) and other smaller par-
ties to form a new government 
which excludes Dr Thabane and 
Deputy Prime Minister Monyane 
Moleleki’s Alliance of Democrats 
(AD). (See stories on page 2 and 
4).

Dr Thabane is on record say-
ing he will retire at the end of 
July 2020 or earlier if his party 
chooses a successor. Last month 
the ABC voted for Finance Min-
ister Moeketsi Majoro to succeed 
him but the premier has not 
even acknowledged the develop-
ment or said when he will finally 
go now that a successor has been 
identified.

On Friday, the CCL issued a 
statement calling upon “those 
responsible” to expedite the pre-
mier’s retirement. The CCL also 
appealed to the government not 
to be side-tracked from fighting 
COVID-19 by the bickering with 
the governing coalition. 

Reverend Ishmael Mqathaz-
ane read out the CCL statement 
at a press conference in Maseru 
on Friday. Reverend Mqathaz-
ane said the CCL was shocked to 
learn of Dr Thabane’s renewed 
bid to get rid of Police Commis-
sioner Holomo Molibeli. (See 
story on page 5).

“We have previously advised 
the government that this is not 
the time to be fighting over pow-
er but this is a time to fight the 
coronavirus,” Reverend Mqat-
hazane said on behalf of the CCL.

“We are aware of the divi-
sions within the four-party gov-
ernment which are negatively 
impacting on progress in the 
implementation of the national 
reforms.

“We are shocked to learn 
that while we are busy trying 
to unite government, there was 
yet another attempt to expel the 
Commissioner of Police- a move 
which might destabilise other 
security agencies in Lesotho es-
pecially during this critical time 
when the world is fighting COV-
ID-19.

“This nation will perish while 
we are busy fighting one anoth-
er. We might even lose sponsors 
who are helping us fight this vi-
rus. We would really like to ap-
peal to those responsible to help 
speed up the prime minister’s 
retirement as he had promised 
that he would even retire early 
provided that all is orderly.

“We are therefore appealing 

that he (Dr Thabane) be helped 
to retire early due to the work 
pressure, the coronavirus pan-
demic and his own health. We 
are also for the speedy reopen-
ing of parliament so that mem-
bers of parliament can pass laws 
and the budget is approved.”

The Constitutional Court on 
Friday nullified the prorogation 
of parliament by Dr Thabane, 
saying the premier had acted ir-
rationally without the approval 
of the head of state, His Majesty 
King Letsie III.

Dr Thabane had prorogued 
parliament from 20 March 2020 
to 19 June 2020 citing the need to 
ban large gatherings to prevent 
the spread of COVID-19. (See 
story on page 4).



April 19 - 25  2020   Sunday Express12  News

Mokhothu blasts Thabane for 
allegedly destabilising the nation

Ntsebeng Motsoeli

THE official leader of the op-
position, Mathibeli Mokhothu 
(pictured), has accused Prime 

Minister Thomas Thabane of threat-
ening the independence of the judi-
ciary and destabilising the country 
through his reckless statements.

The Democratic Congress (DC) 
leader also accused Dr Thabane of 
fuelling conflict among the secu-
rity agencies by allegedly using the 
army in his bid to oust Police Com-
missioner Holomo Molibeli.

Dr Thabane addressed the na-
tion yesterday on national radio 
and television and accused some 
unnamed individuals of using 
the courts of law to destabilise his 
government.   His comments were 
widely seen by many as a reference 
to political parties including his 
own All Basotho Convention (ABC) 
which on Friday succeeded in their 
Constitutional Court application to 
nullify Dr Thabane’s prorogation of 
parliament. (See story on page 4). 
The comments were also seen as a 
reference to Commissioner Molibeli 
who also obtained an interim court 
order against Dr Thabane’s moves 
to suspend him. (See story on page 
5). 

Mr Mokhothu subsequently gave 
a radio interview where he casti-
gated Dr Thabane for his allegedly 
reckless statement which he said 
was meant to intimidate govern-
ance institutions. 

Mr Mokhothu said Dr Thabane 
was disgruntled by the court’s judg-
ment which nullified his proroga-
tion and ordered for the parliament 
to resume its business which was 
suspended by the prorogation. 

“The prime minister is disgrun-
tled by the court ruling that the 
prorogation was null and void,” Mr 
Mokhothu said yesterday. 

“The judgement is clear that the 
nation should act as though parlia-
ment was never prorogued and 
it should resume its business like 
nothing ever happened. This means 
that legislators should report back 
to parliament on Monday. 

“The prime minister and those 
around him are also hiding behind 
the Coronavirus crisis to achieve his 

desires. Time and again he appears 
to be addressing the COVID – 19 is-
sues yet his speeches are riddled 
with intimidating statements. Re-
cently during one of those speeches 
he said that there was terrorism in 
the country. Today he claims that 
there were people threatening the 
stability of the government. This 
statement threatens the courts of 
law. Judges will feel under duress 
because the prime minister is in-
timidating them.”

Mr Mokhothu also accused Dr 
Thabane of sowing seeds of division 
among the security agencies by al-
legedly using the army to oust Police 
Commissioner Holomo Molibeli.

“We have heard reports that sol-
diers surrounded the police head-
quarters today (yesterday) alleg-
edly to oversee the dismissal of the 
commissioner of police. There is no 
way one can send security person-
nel to fire their counterpart whose 
post is still protected by the law. Dr 
Thabane and Commissioner Mo-
libeli have recently been to court 
and the latter won the case to block 
his intended dismissal by the prime 
minister.

“This is why he (Dr Thabane) says 
that some people use the courts of 
law to attempt to disturb the gov-
ernment. Such statements from 
him frustrate the ideal democratic 
dispensation. The courts of law will 
work under duress.  The judiciary is 
important in a democracy and a last 
resort for people who seek justice. 

“His (Dr Thabane)’s statement is 
reckless. He is the one who is dis-
turbing the peace. We appeal to him 
to lead us with patience and abide 
by the law which he frequently calls 
on everyone to adhere to. He must 
lead by example. He should refrain 
from using intimidations on inde-
pendent government institutions,” 
Mr Mokhothu said.    

Diplomats call for peace and stability in Lesotho
Staff Reporter

FOREIGN diplomats in Lesotho have called for 
stability and the maintenance of the rule of 
law in Lesotho especially during this period 

when the whole world is facing an existential 
threat posed by the COVID-19 pandemic.

A 17 April 2020 statement jointly issued by the 
European Union (EU), high commissions of the 
United Kingdom and South Africa as well as the 
United States embassy speaks of the “importance 
of maintaining stability and the rule of law in Le-
sotho”. 

“As the international community focuses on 
fighting the COVID-19 pandemic, the importance 
of maintaining stability and the rule of law in Le-
sotho has never been greater.  As the diplomatic 
representatives of the European Union, South Af-
rica, the United Kingdom and the United States, 
all of which have experienced high numbers of 
confirmed COVID-19 cases, we urge a united ap-
proach that prioritises the protection of citizens 
and the provision of essential services.  

“It is critical that first line responders and key 
workers be allowed to carry out their duties, ac-
cording to the law, without interference or ob-
struction.  We further underline the need for close 
co-operation between security agencies and na-
tional leadership in order to address the current 
challenge, which may remain with us for some 
time.

“We are committed to supporting Lesotho and 
its neighbours in addressing the impact of COV-
ID-19, both on individual health and on the econ-
omy. Destabilising actions could be catastrophic 
for Basotho for generations; this is the time for all 
leaders to act together in the national interest.”

The statement is signed by EU ambassador 
Christian Manahl, US ambassador Rebecca Gonza-
les and High Commissioners Anne Macro (United 
Kingdom) and Sello Moloto (South Africa).CHRISTIAN Manahl. REBECCA Gonzales.
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DJ Trybs 
determined 
to elevate 
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Sneiman releases 
new single

Bataung Moeketsi

MUSICIAN Sneiman (pictured) 
will tomorrow release his lat-
est single Ba Ileng on digital 

platforms.
The track tells the age-old tale of 

reckless spending of one’s inheritance 
and the consequences that follow this 
behaviour. The track is produced by 
Talani Ndlovu while Mokete Auda 
played the accordion and bass.

Sneiman narrates the story of a boy 
who is born with a silver spoon in 
his mouth but loses his parents and 
blows wealth on expensive clothes, 
alcohol and cars. 

He also spends money on expensive 
junkets to Botswana and South Africa. 

The trips earn him the nickname, 
Abuti Gaborone, Abuti Maboneng, 
Abuti Maseru which the Tšepe Seth-
uamajoe signed artiste sings about in 
the track highlighting the lavish glory 
days and his eventual sudden fall.

The protagonist is surrounded by 
plenty of opportunistic friends and 
beautiful young women termed as 
“slay queens” before the tables turn 
resulting in him becoming homeless.

As his fortunes wane, friends de-
sert him but that does not dampen his 
spirits. Instead, he aspires to build his 
own wealth.

Sneiman told the Xpress People that 
the song was inspired by the common 
stories told in the villages about men 
and women who start off wealthy but 
squander is all.

“The sad stories inspired me,” Snei-
man said.

“Among such wasteful characters 
are soccer celebrities and other fa-
mous people who blow it all. 

“I watched their testimonies and 
read about them. Instead of mocking 
them, I thought maybe we should 
make people aware of it.”

Born Senei Makhalayane, Sneiman 
is a vernacular singer, songwriter, 
rapper and producer. His music fuses 
Sesotho traditions of song and mod-
ern Afro sounds in his raps.

He embodies a hustler as his name 
suggests, which is slang for salesman, 
and his style is inspired by Southern 
African miners whose Brentwood 
pants and expensive leather shoes is 
popular in Famo culture.

Ba Ileng is the first single off Snei-
man’s Maweekente album, the record-
ing of which is complete and is slated 
for release later this year.

“The album is done. What is left 
now is the paper work and final mix-
ing and mastering. 

“People should expect to hear a 
whole new sound manothi as 80 per-
cent of the album has an accordion 
and other live instrument,” he said.

He said the video for the track in the 
next few weeks, falling in line with a 
series of music videos that make up 
the Sneiman Series soundtrack. His 
2018 debut music video for Shoe-
shine le Manothi featuring Koete Se-
khukhuni kicked off the series.

Sneiman will continue shooting the 
series once the coronavirus pandem-
ic subsides. He also plans to tour the 
Southern African Development Com-
munity (SADC) region.

“I have already been billed to per-
form at various festivals due to be 
confirmed as soon as the COVID-19 
pandemic ends,” Sneiman said.
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DJ Trybs 
determined 
to elevate 
hip-hop

Bataung Moeketsi

HIP-HOP DJ and radio host, DJ Trybs (pictured), 
is determined to elevate the country’s hip-hop 
industry to newer heights one spin at a time. 

The National University of Lesotho (NUL) 
Electronics Engineering graduate’s unrelenting over 
the past four years has earned him billboard place-
ments across the country as he continuously graces 
numerous big stages. In the process, he has earned 
himself a Cuban Linx residency.

Born Thabelang Masuoane, DJ Trybs grew up in 
Khubetsoana before moving to Butha-Buthe after 
completing Grade 7 at Unity English Medium. He is 
the youngest of three in a single-parent household led 
by his mother.

In an interview with the Xpress People, DJ Trybs 
spoke of his transformation from an A student into 
becoming one of Lesotho’s top DJs.  

He says he has been “geek” most of his life and 
found solace in reading books while excelling in his 
studies.

“I was a nerd, was in the science club and would 
participate in science exhibitions,” DJ Trybs said.

“I only became a DJ in university from 2014 having 
started off as a rapper in high school.

“I started rapping when I was in grade 11 and be-
came part of a clique called I&I Entertainment with 
the likes of Bible Verse, Sadon, Malome Vector and Bo-
shoa Botšoere.”

His love for hip-hop was stifled by a decline in con-
scious rap due to the rise of the trap sub-genre around 
2016, which led to him finding an alternative outlet.

“I sort of lost my element but I still loved music and 
hip-hop, so my outlet became the turntables since that 
allowed me to play the music that I wanted as opposed 
to making it.”

He attributes his consistency as a DJ and love for 
the craft to his rise while also working as a network 
engineer at a local telecommunications company and 
manning his Sky Alpha HD show, The Kartel.

With a tight schedule revolving around his 9am to 
5pm job, DJ Trybs allocates Mondays to updating his 
schedule and reviewing upcoming gigs while on Tues-
days after work he creates mixes for his radio show.

“I must do something that benefits my craft daily. 
Dedication and commitment are some of the reasons 
for which I have risen so quickly.

“From the first time I stepped onto the stage at Black 
Affluence in December 2016 up to date, I have always 
delivered my best. I have always dug deep from my 
soul.”

Last year, he performed at some of the biggest 
shows in the country including Pop Bottles at Afriski, 
Summer Shakedown and Regal’s The Resolution on 
New Years Eve.

DJ Trybs says promoters’ unwillingness to pay, lack 
of government support for the entertainment sector 
and Maseru’s small audience are some of the setbacks 
that he has faced in his career.

While his day job restricts him from branching out-
side the country’s borders, he insists that if artistes 
were to travel to the country’s districts more, they 
would soon realise the love they enjoy across the 
country.

“I am one of the best DJs this side. Numbers don’t lie 
and according to my bookings for the past three years, 
I have been the highest booked DJ in Lesotho.

“I have a vision of placing the hip-hop industry here 
at home on a higher platform,” DJ Trybs said.

Only time will tell whether he will be able to achieve 
this feat but, in the meantime, DJ Trybs promises his 
followers new mixes and music. He also hopes to host 
a battle between himself, TenOver10 and Mura before 
the end of the Coronavirus induced lockdown.
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Aries - March 21 - April 20
New relationships could evolve through group 
activities. Your tendency to dramatize may be a 
little much for your partner to take constantly. 
You may be out of sorts If you have been extrava-
gant or have let children or friends take advan-
tage of you financially. You’ll meet new friends if 
you try new activities.
Your lucky day this week will be Tuesday.

 
Taurus - April 21 - May 20
Try not to allow others to burden you with addi-
tional responsibilities. Look into career choices 
and courses being offered. Make plans to do the 
things you enjoy. Try not to discuss important 
matters with colleagues.
Your lucky day this week will be Monday.

Gemini - May 21 - June 21
Keep your thoughts to yourself for the time be-
ing. Call a good friend. You can expect to face 
opposition on the home front. You can make life 
easier for an older member of your family.
Your lucky day this week will be Wednesday.

Cancer - June 22 - July 22
Take work home but be sure to spend some time 
with your mate. There might be one who is quite 
willing to take the credit for your work. Be care-
ful when dealing with investments. Secret af-
fairs could cause upset.
Your lucky day this week will be Saturday.

Leo - July 23 -August 22
You may not be as well received in group en-
deavors if you try to force your will on others. 
You won’t have to look for the action. Don’t let 
those close to you get under your skin. Think be-
fore you act.
Your lucky day this week will be Saturday.

 
Virgo - August 23 - September 22
Prove your worth; concentrate on getting the job 
done and steer clear of office politics and gos-
sip. Avoid friends or acquaintances who drink 
too much. You are best to avoid joint ventures, 
and whatever you do, don’t lend to friends or 
relatives. You may find that your quick wit and 
charm will help you in obtaining allies.
Your lucky day this week will be Wednesday.

Libra - September 23 - October 22
Make sure any presentation you have is ready. It 
might be best to keep your ideas to yourself this 
week. You can stabilize your financial situation 
if you make property investments. You could 
have trouble persuading others to accept your 
ideas and opinions.
Your lucky day this week will be Tuesday.

 
Scorpio - October 23 - November 21
You may want to look into warm vacation spots. 
Travel or short trips will probably be your best 
outlet. Don’t let situations get out of hand. Stick 
to your own projects and by the end of the day 
you’ll shine.
Your lucky day this week will be Monday.

 Sagittarius - November 22 - December 20
New relationships will surface through work 
relate events. Follow through on some of the 
good ideas that come up, and you could have a 
real winner of a deal. Take the whole family and 
make it an enjoyable outing. Find a quiet spot 
where you can work diligently and stay out of 
the way.
Your lucky day this week will be Thursday.

Capricorn - December 21 - January 19
Comfort is a necessity. Check your motives. Just 
be yourself. You may want to pull out some of 
those unfinished projects you’ve got tucked 
away. You should channel your efforts into get-
ting rid of bad habits.
Your lucky day this week will be Monday.

 
Aquarius - January 20 - February 18
Real estate investments could be to your ad van-
tage. You may end up being blamed if anything 
goes wrong. You must take care of health prob-
lems that have been lingering. You can have a 
great time if you go out with the one you love.
Your lucky day this week will be Sunday.

 
Pisces - February 19 - March 20
You can make money but not through hare-
brained schemes or gambling. For now, just do 
the best you can. Don’t get involved in secret af-
fairs or underhanded involvements. Do what’s 
best for the people you love most.
Your lucky day this week will be Thursday.

The conversion of Dolores Hart

Andrew Milne

DOLORES Hart was compared to 
Grace Kelly and starred opposite 
Elvis Presley, but she gave up fame 

at just 24 to live a monastic life as a nun, 
renouncing all earthly pleasures.

It was 1963 and Dolores Hart had the 
world at her feet. As she nurtured a bud-
ding film career, a crowd of ardent ad-
mirers grew around her.

All of Hart’s blessings were sustained 
by her fresh, all-American screen pres-
ence that blended Ann Margaret and 
Lauren Bacall. A gentle kiss shared be-
tween Hart and mid-century heartthrob 
Elvis Presley had allowed her to step out 
of obscurity and into the limelight.

But 1963 would also be the year when 
Hart shocked Hollywood and the rest of 
the world by renouncing her starlet ca-
reer. She gave up the life that had paired 
her with the “King of Rock and Roll” and 
instead decided to follow the “King of 
Kings.” With hardly a backward glance, 
Hart tossed away her promising acting 
career and sought refuge as a nun.

This is the story of Mother Dolores 
Hart, the reverse Fräulein Maria.

Dolores Hart: In the beginning
In a life replete with surprises, one of 

the first is that Hart wasn’t born Catho-
lic, though she was named after another 
nun, her Aunt Dolores Marie.

Dolores Hicks was born in 1938 to teen-
age parents named Bert and Harriet, who 
were both aspiring actors. She would pri-
marily be raised by two grandparents in 
Chicago. Her father, following his dream 
to be in the pictures, departed for Holly-
wood, leaving behind a 3-year-old Hart.

She grew up around family, including 
a great-grandmother who would rou-
tinely bestow advice of the heart to her 
as she braided her granddaughter’s locks: 
“Don’t ever cut your hair, dear, until it’s 
really love.”

As a child, Hart was sent to a parochial 
school called St. Gregory because it was 
close to her home. As Hart explains it: 
“My grandparents didn’t want me to get 
run over by streetcars.”

Hart’s family life was light on religion 
but she nevertheless converted to Cathol-
icism at the tender age of 10. Years later, 
Mother Dolores Hart confessed that it 
hadn’t been the call of The Holy Spirit that 
brought her into the fold at such an early 
age. Rather, it was because the Catholic 
children got treats after communion, and 
the other children were excluded.

She said, “That’s how they got me, choc-
olate milk and doughnuts.”

But long before surrendering to cat-
echesis and sacraments to sate her sweet 
tooth, Hart’s heart had been stolen by an-
other great love: film.

Hart’s grandfather was a projectionist 
at a movie theater, and young Hart would 
accompany him to the projector booth 
(she said it was her job to rouse him af-
ter he fell asleep manning the reel). She’d 
stare at the films from the booth, and 
watch the larger-than-life figures light up 
the screen. Like her parents before her, 
Hart felt the bite of the acting bug.

After playing the lead in a Los Angeles 
school production years later, Hart con-
fessed to an admirer that all her acting 
techniques came from watching movie 
performances in that projector booth.

A rise to stardom
Dolores Hart moved to Los Angeles to live 
with her mother, and began auditioning 
for roles in high school (notably for Saint 
Joan, the Joan of Arc vehicle that skyrock-
eted Jean Seberg to fame and notoriety).

She didn’t get that part, but she did 
make it to Marymount College, and soon 
broke into the movie industry.

Her career picked up steam almost 
miraculously — she appeared in Lonely-
hearts with Montgomery Clift and Wild is 
the Wind with Anthony Quinn, stepping 
with ease into playing the role of the in-
nocent ingenue. The performance she’s 
most remembered for, however, was her 
first as a leading lady opposite Presley in 
Loving You.

“I think the limit for a screen kiss back 
then was something like 15 seconds. That 
one has lasted 40 years,” recalled Hart.

She was a star on the rise, dubbed “the 
new Grace Kelly.” While she denies ever 
becoming involved with Elvis, she did 
have a romantic life. Hart became en-
gaged to a longtime boyfriend, the busi-
nessman Don Robinson.

Invitations were sent out, and as a 
mark of Hart’s ascendance to true mid-
century Hollywood aristocracy, Oscar-
winning costumer Edith Head designed 
her wedding gown.

And, almost as quickly as her star rose, 
she snuffed it out. In 1963, aged 24, Do-
lores Hart ended her engagement and 
announced that she was renouncing Hol-
lywood to sequester as a nun.

“Even my best friend, who was a priest, 
Father Doody, said, ‘You’re crazy. This is 
absolutely insane to do this,’” Hart told 
the Washington Post. Her aunt, Sister 
Dolores Marie, who had given Hart her 
namesake, “was livid. Because she loved 
having a niece who was famous.”

Dolores Hart’s call to faith
What made this beautiful young woman 
give up her earthly paradise?

One push came in the form of a role. 
She starred in the film Lisa, in which a 
Jewish World War II refugee has a spir-
itual awakening in British Palestine.

“That film was the one that made me 
really think about the possibility of being 
a nun. I’ve never really spoken about it 
until now,” Hart recalled in a 2008 inter-
view. Another pull was made of brick and 

mortar — she had known what a nun’s 
life was like because she was a frequent 
visitor to a convent. One weekend, seek-
ing tranquility, she visited a Connecticut 
convent called the Regina Laudis Abbey. 
She found peace, and her future home.

“After that, whenever I was on the East 
Coast, I would go there,” she said. “I be-
gan to notice each time I went it was be-
coming harder and harder to leave. I had 
this feeling. I was home.”

The Abbey became a source of strength 
and connection for Hart. When she was 
having cold feet about her engagement, 
she went to her spiritual home for clarity.

“In a blinding snowstorm I took a walk 
up the hill where the founder had put a 
cross and an altar. When I found the al-
tar, I knew I had to talk to the Abbess,” 
recalled Hart.

The Abbess asked the actress: “What is 
it that you want?”

If this were one of her religious films, 
Hart would have heard God speak with 
her directly. It didn’t go down quite so 
dramatically in real life. Years passed 
before she was certain, but she realized 
she wasn’t meant to be married to a man. 
She felt she was supposed to be devoted 
to God. After informing her fiancé of her 
decision, he recalled years later:

“I was crushed. Are you kidding? I’m a 
human being. I loved her deeply and still 
do, and I always will.”

Robinson, as a devout Catholic, ulti-
mately supported Hart’s decision. Her 
work complete, Hart sheared off her 
beautiful golden hair and took her vows 
in 1966.

But she didn’t retreat from the world 
entirely. Once Dolores Hart became Sis-
ter Dolores, she still recognized that there 
was purpose in acting, and founded an 
open-air theatre on the Abbey grounds.

She said, “It wasn’t until we started a 
theater on the Abbey land that I really 
could see how I could help young people 
find their vocation in Christ through the 
medium of the theater.”

Mother Dolores Hart has published 
several books, and she was the subject 
of 2012 HBO documentary God Is The 
Bigger Elvis, which was nominated for 
an Oscar. She still finds time to counsel 
friends from her old life when they visit 
her abbey. In a 2013 interview, Hart re-
called a theological discussion she had 
with one friend, a retired actress, about 
the nature of the afterlife.

Hart said, “Once we were talking about 
heaven and Valerie said, ‘I’m not Catho-
lic, so what does it mean, when you go 
to heaven, that you’re going to get your 
body back? And I said, ‘That’s what the 
Lord says.’ And Valerie said, ‘When I go, 
I’m going to ask him for my boobs when 
I was 18, my waist when I was 33 and my 
ass when I was 36.’ And I said, ‘Valerie, 
if that’s what you want, ask for it. Faith 
teaches you to ask for whatever you 
need.’”

From young convert to film starlet to 
religious figure, Dolores Hart’s life has 
been the stuff of modern-day hagiogra-
phy, a story destined to inspire more film 
adaptations in the future. — ati

DOLORES Hart played a nun in Francis Of Assisi in 1961. Just a few years later, she became one in real life.
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Aries - March 21 - April 20
New relationships could evolve through group 
activities. Your tendency to dramatize may be a 
little much for your partner to take constantly. 
You may be out of sorts If you have been extrava-
gant or have let children or friends take advan-
tage of you financially. You’ll meet new friends if 
you try new activities.
Your lucky day this week will be Tuesday.

 
Taurus - April 21 - May 20
Try not to allow others to burden you with addi-
tional responsibilities. Look into career choices 
and courses being offered. Make plans to do the 
things you enjoy. Try not to discuss important 
matters with colleagues.
Your lucky day this week will be Monday.

Gemini - May 21 - June 21
Keep your thoughts to yourself for the time be-
ing. Call a good friend. You can expect to face 
opposition on the home front. You can make life 
easier for an older member of your family.
Your lucky day this week will be Wednesday.

Cancer - June 22 - July 22
Take work home but be sure to spend some time 
with your mate. There might be one who is quite 
willing to take the credit for your work. Be care-
ful when dealing with investments. Secret af-
fairs could cause upset.
Your lucky day this week will be Saturday.

Leo - July 23 -August 22
You may not be as well received in group en-
deavors if you try to force your will on others. 
You won’t have to look for the action. Don’t let 
those close to you get under your skin. Think be-
fore you act.
Your lucky day this week will be Saturday.

 
Virgo - August 23 - September 22
Prove your worth; concentrate on getting the job 
done and steer clear of office politics and gos-
sip. Avoid friends or acquaintances who drink 
too much. You are best to avoid joint ventures, 
and whatever you do, don’t lend to friends or 
relatives. You may find that your quick wit and 
charm will help you in obtaining allies.
Your lucky day this week will be Wednesday.

Libra - September 23 - October 22
Make sure any presentation you have is ready. It 
might be best to keep your ideas to yourself this 
week. You can stabilize your financial situation 
if you make property investments. You could 
have trouble persuading others to accept your 
ideas and opinions.
Your lucky day this week will be Tuesday.

 
Scorpio - October 23 - November 21
You may want to look into warm vacation spots. 
Travel or short trips will probably be your best 
outlet. Don’t let situations get out of hand. Stick 
to your own projects and by the end of the day 
you’ll shine.
Your lucky day this week will be Monday.

 Sagittarius - November 22 - December 20
New relationships will surface through work 
relate events. Follow through on some of the 
good ideas that come up, and you could have a 
real winner of a deal. Take the whole family and 
make it an enjoyable outing. Find a quiet spot 
where you can work diligently and stay out of 
the way.
Your lucky day this week will be Thursday.

Capricorn - December 21 - January 19
Comfort is a necessity. Check your motives. Just 
be yourself. You may want to pull out some of 
those unfinished projects you’ve got tucked 
away. You should channel your efforts into get-
ting rid of bad habits.
Your lucky day this week will be Monday.

 
Aquarius - January 20 - February 18
Real estate investments could be to your ad van-
tage. You may end up being blamed if anything 
goes wrong. You must take care of health prob-
lems that have been lingering. You can have a 
great time if you go out with the one you love.
Your lucky day this week will be Sunday.

 
Pisces - February 19 - March 20
You can make money but not through hare-
brained schemes or gambling. For now, just do 
the best you can. Don’t get involved in secret af-
fairs or underhanded involvements. Do what’s 
best for the people you love most.
Your lucky day this week will be Thursday.

The conversion of Dolores Hart

Andrew Milne

DOLORES Hart was compared to 
Grace Kelly and starred opposite 
Elvis Presley, but she gave up fame 

at just 24 to live a monastic life as a nun, 
renouncing all earthly pleasures.

It was 1963 and Dolores Hart had the 
world at her feet. As she nurtured a bud-
ding film career, a crowd of ardent ad-
mirers grew around her.

All of Hart’s blessings were sustained 
by her fresh, all-American screen pres-
ence that blended Ann Margaret and 
Lauren Bacall. A gentle kiss shared be-
tween Hart and mid-century heartthrob 
Elvis Presley had allowed her to step out 
of obscurity and into the limelight.

But 1963 would also be the year when 
Hart shocked Hollywood and the rest of 
the world by renouncing her starlet ca-
reer. She gave up the life that had paired 
her with the “King of Rock and Roll” and 
instead decided to follow the “King of 
Kings.” With hardly a backward glance, 
Hart tossed away her promising acting 
career and sought refuge as a nun.

This is the story of Mother Dolores 
Hart, the reverse Fräulein Maria.

Dolores Hart: In the beginning
In a life replete with surprises, one of 

the first is that Hart wasn’t born Catho-
lic, though she was named after another 
nun, her Aunt Dolores Marie.

Dolores Hicks was born in 1938 to teen-
age parents named Bert and Harriet, who 
were both aspiring actors. She would pri-
marily be raised by two grandparents in 
Chicago. Her father, following his dream 
to be in the pictures, departed for Holly-
wood, leaving behind a 3-year-old Hart.

She grew up around family, including 
a great-grandmother who would rou-
tinely bestow advice of the heart to her 
as she braided her granddaughter’s locks: 
“Don’t ever cut your hair, dear, until it’s 
really love.”

As a child, Hart was sent to a parochial 
school called St. Gregory because it was 
close to her home. As Hart explains it: 
“My grandparents didn’t want me to get 
run over by streetcars.”

Hart’s family life was light on religion 
but she nevertheless converted to Cathol-
icism at the tender age of 10. Years later, 
Mother Dolores Hart confessed that it 
hadn’t been the call of The Holy Spirit that 
brought her into the fold at such an early 
age. Rather, it was because the Catholic 
children got treats after communion, and 
the other children were excluded.

She said, “That’s how they got me, choc-
olate milk and doughnuts.”

But long before surrendering to cat-
echesis and sacraments to sate her sweet 
tooth, Hart’s heart had been stolen by an-
other great love: film.

Hart’s grandfather was a projectionist 
at a movie theater, and young Hart would 
accompany him to the projector booth 
(she said it was her job to rouse him af-
ter he fell asleep manning the reel). She’d 
stare at the films from the booth, and 
watch the larger-than-life figures light up 
the screen. Like her parents before her, 
Hart felt the bite of the acting bug.

After playing the lead in a Los Angeles 
school production years later, Hart con-
fessed to an admirer that all her acting 
techniques came from watching movie 
performances in that projector booth.

A rise to stardom
Dolores Hart moved to Los Angeles to live 
with her mother, and began auditioning 
for roles in high school (notably for Saint 
Joan, the Joan of Arc vehicle that skyrock-
eted Jean Seberg to fame and notoriety).

She didn’t get that part, but she did 
make it to Marymount College, and soon 
broke into the movie industry.

Her career picked up steam almost 
miraculously — she appeared in Lonely-
hearts with Montgomery Clift and Wild is 
the Wind with Anthony Quinn, stepping 
with ease into playing the role of the in-
nocent ingenue. The performance she’s 
most remembered for, however, was her 
first as a leading lady opposite Presley in 
Loving You.

“I think the limit for a screen kiss back 
then was something like 15 seconds. That 
one has lasted 40 years,” recalled Hart.

She was a star on the rise, dubbed “the 
new Grace Kelly.” While she denies ever 
becoming involved with Elvis, she did 
have a romantic life. Hart became en-
gaged to a longtime boyfriend, the busi-
nessman Don Robinson.

Invitations were sent out, and as a 
mark of Hart’s ascendance to true mid-
century Hollywood aristocracy, Oscar-
winning costumer Edith Head designed 
her wedding gown.

And, almost as quickly as her star rose, 
she snuffed it out. In 1963, aged 24, Do-
lores Hart ended her engagement and 
announced that she was renouncing Hol-
lywood to sequester as a nun.

“Even my best friend, who was a priest, 
Father Doody, said, ‘You’re crazy. This is 
absolutely insane to do this,’” Hart told 
the Washington Post. Her aunt, Sister 
Dolores Marie, who had given Hart her 
namesake, “was livid. Because she loved 
having a niece who was famous.”

Dolores Hart’s call to faith
What made this beautiful young woman 
give up her earthly paradise?

One push came in the form of a role. 
She starred in the film Lisa, in which a 
Jewish World War II refugee has a spir-
itual awakening in British Palestine.

“That film was the one that made me 
really think about the possibility of being 
a nun. I’ve never really spoken about it 
until now,” Hart recalled in a 2008 inter-
view. Another pull was made of brick and 

mortar — she had known what a nun’s 
life was like because she was a frequent 
visitor to a convent. One weekend, seek-
ing tranquility, she visited a Connecticut 
convent called the Regina Laudis Abbey. 
She found peace, and her future home.

“After that, whenever I was on the East 
Coast, I would go there,” she said. “I be-
gan to notice each time I went it was be-
coming harder and harder to leave. I had 
this feeling. I was home.”

The Abbey became a source of strength 
and connection for Hart. When she was 
having cold feet about her engagement, 
she went to her spiritual home for clarity.

“In a blinding snowstorm I took a walk 
up the hill where the founder had put a 
cross and an altar. When I found the al-
tar, I knew I had to talk to the Abbess,” 
recalled Hart.

The Abbess asked the actress: “What is 
it that you want?”

If this were one of her religious films, 
Hart would have heard God speak with 
her directly. It didn’t go down quite so 
dramatically in real life. Years passed 
before she was certain, but she realized 
she wasn’t meant to be married to a man. 
She felt she was supposed to be devoted 
to God. After informing her fiancé of her 
decision, he recalled years later:

“I was crushed. Are you kidding? I’m a 
human being. I loved her deeply and still 
do, and I always will.”

Robinson, as a devout Catholic, ulti-
mately supported Hart’s decision. Her 
work complete, Hart sheared off her 
beautiful golden hair and took her vows 
in 1966.

But she didn’t retreat from the world 
entirely. Once Dolores Hart became Sis-
ter Dolores, she still recognized that there 
was purpose in acting, and founded an 
open-air theatre on the Abbey grounds.

She said, “It wasn’t until we started a 
theater on the Abbey land that I really 
could see how I could help young people 
find their vocation in Christ through the 
medium of the theater.”

Mother Dolores Hart has published 
several books, and she was the subject 
of 2012 HBO documentary God Is The 
Bigger Elvis, which was nominated for 
an Oscar. She still finds time to counsel 
friends from her old life when they visit 
her abbey. In a 2013 interview, Hart re-
called a theological discussion she had 
with one friend, a retired actress, about 
the nature of the afterlife.

Hart said, “Once we were talking about 
heaven and Valerie said, ‘I’m not Catho-
lic, so what does it mean, when you go 
to heaven, that you’re going to get your 
body back? And I said, ‘That’s what the 
Lord says.’ And Valerie said, ‘When I go, 
I’m going to ask him for my boobs when 
I was 18, my waist when I was 33 and my 
ass when I was 36.’ And I said, ‘Valerie, 
if that’s what you want, ask for it. Faith 
teaches you to ask for whatever you 
need.’”

From young convert to film starlet to 
religious figure, Dolores Hart’s life has 
been the stuff of modern-day hagiogra-
phy, a story destined to inspire more film 
adaptations in the future. — ati

DOLORES Hart played a nun in Francis Of Assisi in 1961. Just a few years later, she became one in real life.
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QUEEN Elizabeth II Hospital in Maseru is currently being demolised. A MAN looks for valuables in a waste area in Maseru.

CONSUMERS queue to buy groceries at one of the stores in Maseru.

PEOPLE queue for paraffin at one of the garages during the national wide lockdown in Maseru.
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Stranger
than

Fiction

Crossword Puzzle Last week solution

Kiddies

Curtis

Across
8 Arrogant male turning us on (8)
9 Ring through snout for end of rope, 
maybe (5)
10 Boring person with new style, in 
retrospect (4)
11 Ooh! I love purchasing, initially get-
ting cash out (10)
12 One under empty bar drinking single 
to pass out (6)
14 Son packed and went off (8)
15 Hearing Italian on vacation before 
adventure (7)
17 Accessory with evening dress: one 
must get into function (7)
20 Side on pitch try, tired at end of 
game (4,4)
22 Stick plug in this space (6)
23 See one pulling faces with hands up 
on this? (5,5)
24 Adult butterfly (4)
25 Like getting home to eat a Chinese? 
(5)
26 Instrument in song by Queen (8)

Down
1 Party people getting present (8)
2 Middle part of classic family film (4)
3 Go after money you picked up for 
investment (6)
4 Deep regret as vibrations not leading 
to ecstasy (7)
5 Perfect single knocking off Number 
1 (8)
6 One likes to chat old male up with 
right opening (10)
7 Small bird in water (6)
13 Could be unfit: primarily heavy with 
it? (6,4)
16 Separating without husband moving 
(8)
18 Song’s good within musical (8)
19 Type date, line going over part of 
index (3,4)
21 Train overcrowded at the start: main 
line to occupy platform worker? (6)
22 Topless bar: stand to get strong 
drink (6)
24 British vessel in bay (4)
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Namibia’s youngest MP enters the 
crucible as Africa’s youth lead the way

ONE of Africa’s youngest cabi-
net members to date is experi-
encing a baptism of fire.

Emma Theofelus, 23, was ap-
pointed Namibia’s information, 
communication and technology 
deputy minister a week after coro-
navirus hit Namibian shores. “I 
have literally been learning on the 
job so far,” she says.

Part of Theofelus’s role is to help 
lead communication to the public 
on preventative steps against the 
pandemic.

The former youth activist and jus-
tice ministry legal officer was hav-
ing a quiet Saturday at home when 
the surprise call came from State 
House.

“I have been put in a position, re-
gardless of what limitations I might 
have, to show up and do the best 
that I can do,” says Theofelus, who 
has had to learn very quickly how 
to navigate governance and politi-
cal issues.

So far Namibia has seen “tremen-
dous results” in giving real-time in-
formation about coronavirus to the 
media and the public while thwart-
ing fake news, she says.

The appointment of younger 
leaders to high office is not entirely 
new in Africa. Thomas Sankara, for 
example, was 33 when he became 
president of Burkina Faso in 1983, 
and Abiy Ahmed was appointed 
Ethiopian prime minister last year 
at the age of 41.

But Theofelus is female, particu-
larly young and representative of a 
continent where almost 60 percent 
of the population is under 25 years 
old, and where many presidents are 
among the oldest in the world.

In neighbouring Botswana, trade 
economist and consultant Bogolo 
Kenewendo was only 29 when she 
was appointed minister of invest-
ment, trade and industry. Like 
Theofelus, she didn’t rise through 
party political ranks but rather was 
appointed for the skills she could 
bring to the portfolio. This is espe-
cially unusual in southern Africa, 
where the credentials of the older 
liberation war heroes, born of strug-
gle, often weigh more heavily than 
educational qualifications.

The same was true for Vera Daves 
da Sousa, 35, who became Angola’s 
finance minister last year. She is 
now tasked with reviving an oil-
based economy suffering its worst 
recession since civil war ended in 

2002.
In the past decade regional pow-

erhouse South Africa has welcomed 
a larger number of younger cabi-
net members, too. For example, 
last year Ronald Lamola, 35 and a 
lawyer by training, was appointed 
justice minister. He rose to promi-
nence a decade ago as part of the 
youth league of the governing Afri-
can National Congress (ANC), where 
he was a close ally of Julius Malema, 
one of the most prominent young 
African politicians in recent times. 
They went their separate ways after 
Malema was expelled and formed 
his own party.

In the past month, Lamola has 
been part of a team consisting of 
mostly older ministers regulating 
South Africa’s tight coronavirus 
lockdown. In an unprecedented 
move by the president, another 
young colleague, communications 
minister Stella Ndabeni-Abrahams, 
was this week ordered to take leave 
for breaking these rules after she 
was pictured on social media hav-
ing lunch at a friend’s house. Nda-
beni-Abrahams, also from the ANC 
Youth League, was 33 when she be-
came deputy minister in 2011.

It is in South Africa’s national 
legislature where the ages are truly 
dipping. The ANC’s Itumeleng Nt-
sube made history by becoming the 
youngest member of parliament in 
the country’s history after last year’s 
general elections. 

Ntsube, aged 20 at the time, was 
joined by at least four former stu-
dent activists who made names for 
themselves a couple of years earlier 
in the #FeesMustFall protest move-
ment.

Across the border in Zimbabwe, 
where Robert Mugabe clung to 
power until the age of 93, former 
Olympian swimmer Kirsty Coven-
try, then 35, was appointed minister 
of youth, sport, arts and recreation 
in 2018 by President Emmerson 
Mnangagwa. In the same year, Jes-
sie Majome, from the opposition 
MDC Alliance, became the youngest 

parliamentarian aged 25.
Mugabe was also known for ap-

pointing young ministers, such as 
the firebrand youth leader Saviour 
Kasukuwere, who became deputy 
minister of youth development and 
employment creation in 2005 at the 
age of 35.

But having young leaders in gov-
ernment isn’t always good news. In-
stead of advancing youth interests, 
the appointment of young people as 
ministers in Zimbabwe “has been 
done over the years expediently 
and selectively”, says Harare-based 
Ibbo Mandaza, director of the Sapes 
Trust thinktank.

“It’s mostly done half-hearted-
ly, because the older generation 
doesn’t want to give up power,” he 
says. “It’s also done as a way of co-
opting and buying off the opposi-
tion.”

Mandaza says Coventry was ap-

pointed to woo white Zimbabwe-
ans. “There has not been a pattern 
of a systematic attempt for genera-
tional change in the region.”

Some heads of state have made 
young appointments to compete 
favourably with the opposition. 
For example, MDC leader Nelson 
Chamisa is 42, while in South Africa 
Julius Malema turns 39 this year.

The 2018 Gates Foundation re-
port, which focused on youth pop-
ulation growth, said investment 
in the booming youth population 
could be good for African econo-
mies because if young people are 
healthy, educated and productive, 
they could “do the kind of innova-
tive work that stimulates rapid 
growth”.

Theofelus says she genuinely be-
lieves President Hage Geingob has 
good intentions. “The first time I 
met him I was 17, and from what 

I’ve observed he’s always been sur-
rounded with young people,” she 
says. “This was perhaps him walk-
ing the talk that young people are 
the leaders of tomorrow and we 
have to prepare them today.”

This does put a lot of pressure on 
her as a representative of young 
people, she says.

Melanie Verwoerd, a Cape Town-
based political columnist who in 
1994, aged 27, became an ANC MP 
and the youngest woman in South 
Africa’s first democratic parlia-
ment, says that while she believes 
it is important to have young public 
representatives, and while younger 
people have enormous energy, on 
a personal level age would have 
made her a better politician.

“As a young MP I had enormous 
energy, so I was working myself to 
the ground,” says Verwoerd. “But I 
was incredibly productive.”

Now, she says, “there is a sense 
and balance that comes with age 
and experience. I think I would be 
wiser; I would certainly be a lot less 
hot-headed.”

Being young in high office also 
brings frustrations. Aged 34 she be-
came ambassador to Ireland, where 
her youth meant many colleagues 
in the diplomatic corps didn’t take 
her seriously. “They would look me 
up and down and the ambassadors 
would say: ‘You look hopelessly too 
young to be an ambassador.’ And 
I had a standard refrain to say: ‘Ja, 
they tried the old men, and that 
didn’t work out so well, and now 
they’re giving the younger women 
a try.’”

Youth per se is not necessarily an 
important quality for leadership.

“If it’s the right person for the job 
and the right responsibility, I think 
age makes no difference. It’s just im-
portant that, in particular for young 
people, there are mentors, there are 
people who guide them through the 
process,” says Verwoerd. “Maybe 
it becomes a little more important 
than for experienced, older people.” 
— The Guardian

Stranded SA travellers are slowly being brought back home
Peter Fabricius

MORE than 60 stranded South Africans 
returned from Brazil this week and 
about 300 returned from Miami on 

Wednesday. The South African government 
has so far repatriated more than 600 of the 
3 639 South Africans known to have been 
stranded abroad by coronavirus lockdowns 
and is “slowly whittling down” the list.

International Relations and Co-operation 
Minister Naledi Pandor has disclosed that one 
of the South Africans who has returned had 
not been properly screened before depart-
ing for South Africa and so had infected other 
members of the party with the virus. All of 
them had gone into quarantine and were be-
ing cared for, she said in recorded remarks 
sent to the media. Pandor said she was pleased 
that more than 60 stranded South Africans 
had returned from Brazil this week and about 
300 had returned from Miami on Wednesday 
while more were expected from the US on 
Thursday. 

But some “sticky areas” were proving diffi-
cult, she said. 

“For example, Thailand. We haven’t yet 
cracked it. As well as permissions from some 
countries. We are waiting for Pakistan to give 
us the go-ahead. There’s a charter ready to re-
turn around 84 South Africans from Pakistan. 

“We haven’t got the permission as per our 
procedures. So, I’m hoping we will get that in 
the next day or two. We’re working on the USA 
because we still have some citizens in New 
York and other cities.”

Apart from repatriations from overseas, the 
government was also bringing home around 

150 to 200 South Africans a day across land 
borders, from countries like Namibia, Botswa-
na and Lesotho.  Pandor’s spokesperson Lunga 
Ngqengelele told Daily Maverick that not all of 
the 3 639 South Africans on the department’s 
list had to be repatriated by the government. 
This was the list of those who had registered 
with South Africa’s embassies and other dip-
lomatic missions abroad or with the depart-
ment’s 24-hour command centre in Pretoria 
“as people who had wanted to be repatriated”. 

He recalled that in her first statement on 
repatriating South Africans stranded abroad 
by the lockdown, Pandor had said the govern-
ment’s priority was those stranded at airports, 
students asked to move out of their residences, 
the elderly and the sick. 

“As we go through the list, we find there 
are some who don’t meet these criteria,” he 
added. It was not clear how many of the 3,639 

did meet the criteria. Some of those return-
ing had chartered their own flights.  Pandor 
said that repatriations, whether by land or air, 
were sometimes delayed because officials had 
to confirm all of those seeking to return were 
South African citizens. 

“So, we work at it. But remember all coun-
tries are in lockdown so it’s not a matter of say-
ing, ‘I want to come back’ and it happens to-
morrow. We have to negotiate. We’ve got to be 
sure that the people who come back are very 
knowledgeable about the fact that they will 
have to come into quarantine back in South 
Africa for 14 days at a minimum. And anyone 
who resists that, well unfortunately we won’t 
assist you. 

“We also have to ask our countries overseas 
to ensure that at least they have done some 
processing in terms of checking that they’re 
not sending persons who are infected. We did 

have one unfortunate occurrence, where we 
had one of our returns who was infected and 
we’d not been made aware at point of pick-up, 
and a number in that group became infected.  
But they are now in quarantine. They’re re-
ceiving the necessary care. 

“Because this virus doesn’t show immedi-
ately. So, unless you’re quite careful in terms of 
the assessment, you don’t pick it up and then 
you find yourself confronted with transmis-
sion and a likely challenge. But we are exercis-
ing due care. 

“As Dirco we are working very closely with 
the Department of Health to advise us on all 
the correct procedures to follow, even with 
respect to the crews of the various aircraft – 
we’re using SAA most of the time. We do have 
a quarantine period for them so that we don’t 
in any way offend the regulations that have 
been put in place. 

“Because we can’t say because we are pick-
ing up people we must be treated differently. 
All of us have to fall in line as we have ap-
pealed to all South Africans. Let all of us follow 
the regulations not just to save our lives but to 
save the lives of others.”

Pandor did not mention the group of some 
20 South Africans who are still stuck in Abid-
jan, capital of Côte d’Ivoire. Last weekend the 
South African embassy there tried to persuade 
the government of Ghana to let them in so they 
could board an SAA aircraft returning from 
Germany that would be diverted to Accra to 
collect them.   The group paid R7 000 each for 
their tickets but then the embassy informed 
them two days before the flight that Ghana 
wouldn’t let them cross the border because of 
its coronavirus restrictions. — DM

EMMA Theofelus.

INTERNATIONAL Relations and Co-operation Minister Naledi Pandor said she was 
pleased that more than 60 stranded South Africans had returned from Brazil.
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Real estate broker duties
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•	 Submitting any offers to the seller for con-
sideration

•	Helping the seller negotiate offers to try 
and execute a purchase contract with a 
buyer

•	Working on the seller’s behalf in coordi-
nating the transaction process

•	Delivering and explain documents, disclo-
sures and transaction items

•	Working with the seller through the clos-
ing and their move-out from the home

Working with buyers
On the other side of the transaction, brokers 
work with people wanting to buy a property by 
providing advice and services to help them to 
find a property that fits their needs and com-
pleting the steps of the transaction, such as:
•	Helping buyers locate all properties in 

their desired area in their price range and 
meeting their criteria

•	 Coordinating and helping buyers to visit 
and view properties

•	When a decision is made to attempt a pur-
chase, helping the buyer craft their initial 
offer and purchase agreement

•	Working with the buyer on their behalf in 
negotiations with the seller through their 
agent/broker

•	Once a purchase contract is executed, co-
ordinating the transaction process on the 
buyer side

•	Delivering and explaining documents in 
the transaction process

•	 Coordinating inspections, reports and re-
pair negotiations

•	Assisting buyers through to closing and 
taking possession

Brokers and supervising agents
When a broker is licensed to have agents work-
ing under them, sometimes called a supervis-
ing or managing broker, their agents handle 
most or all of the brokerage transactions. As 
part of the supervisory responsibilities for 
agents, the broker:
•	Verifies continued licensing of all broker-

age agents
•	 Instructs and trains or provides training 

resources for agents
•	 Is responsible for agent behaviour, perfor-

mance, and legal compliance
•	 Provides some services and marketing re-

sources for agents
•	Often maintains a brokerage website for 

agent marketing
Real estate brokers licensed at the highest 

state levels set standards of practice in the area 
and are tasked with maintaining high levels of 
customer/client service and compliance with 
all state-based real estate laws.

Considerable risk exists in the operation of 
a brokerage. To minimize this risk, brokers as-
sume the responsibility of educating and con-
stantly monitoring their agents. 

Many agents are happy to work in that man-
ner, but ambitious agents may choose to take 
advantage of the higher-level opportunities 
that come with working as a real estate broker. 

— thebalancesmb

A REAL estate broker works to negotiate 
and arrange real estate transactions. This 
licensed individual has daily duties that 

include writing contracts and overseeing trans-
actions for sales and purchasing activities on 
homes, land and commercial properties. 

A broker has attained a higher-level license 
than a real estate agent and can hire real estate 
agents to work as a team under their supervi-
sion.

Licensing levels
In some states, every real estate professional is 
licensed as a broker, such as in Colorado and 
New Mexico. However, even if you are licensed 
as an independent broker, you must attain an-
other higher-level license if you want to hire 
agents or other brokers to work under you. 

There can be considerable risk involved if 
agents are not properly trained and super-
vised, particularly with regard to fair housing 
and environmental regulations. Brokers who 
allow agents to make major mistakes can end 
up sharing in the penalties, both financial and 
legal.

Agents often set up their websites. A super-
vising broker assumes the responsibility of re-
viewing their agents’ websites periodically to 
make sure no regulation violations exist.

Real estate brokers working for sellers
While an agent working on a broker’s behalf 
will often take on the following duties, the bro-
ker handles transactions for sellers as well. In 
some states, all licensed individuals are bro-
kers, though only some are licensed to super-
vise agents. Some of a broker’s duties on behalf 
of sellers include:
•	 Listing homes for sale on the local, MLS, 

Multiple Listing Service
•	 Sharing the brokerage listings with other 

MLS broker members to get buyers to the 
property

•	 Sharing the listing commission with suc-
cessful buyer brokers

•	Advising the home seller in preparing their 
home for listing and showings

•	 Supervising showing, report to sellers re-
sults and feedback
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Andrés Iniesta: Barcelona 
will never be the same

Sid Lowe

THE midfielder, now at Vissel 
Kobe, eagerly awaits the re-
sumption of football and says 

he has no plans to slip quietly into 
retirement 

“Every time I see a photo of a 
game or a full stadium, I feel desper-
ate to play football again,” Andrés 
Iniesta says after 54 days without. 
For his club Vissel Kobe, Emperor’s 
Cup winners in January, the new 
J-League season started on 21 Feb-
ruary and stopped again four days 
later due to the coronavirus crisis. 
It was due to restart on 15 March, 
then 29 March, and then 6 May. Now 
they hope it might be on 9 May. But 
who knows? And that is in a country 
seen as a model of pandemic man-
agement, one where, Iniesta says 
thankfully, “the situation appears to 
be under control”.

It is just before dinner time, anoth-
er evening on lockdown in his fam-
ily flat, high above the city and about 
6 500 miles from home in Spain. 
“There will,” he adds, “be a before 
and after.” Quite what that after 
looks like is a question that lingers, 
for football and for him.

By the time the J League resumes, 
Iniesta could well be 36 (his birth-
day is on 11 May). This could be a 
watershed, time perhaps to look to 
retirement plans — coaching, rarely 
associated with him, comes up in 
conversation — but he resists. In 
fact, Iniesta thinks “all this time not 
playing will give me the energy to 
keep going even longer”.

Until then, time drags on. “From 
the start of the virus, schools were 
closed, mass gatherings were can-
celled. Things like wearing masks, 
some of the hygiene measures, are 
normal here anyway and that’s 
helped to reduce the spread,” 
Iniesta says. “Now we’re just 
waiting, staying home, going 
out as little as possible. The 
little ones (Valeria, nine; 
Paolo Andrea, four; 
Siena, just about to 
turn three; plus, Ro-
meo, 10 months) are 
doing classes online. 
They know there’s a 
virus that’s danger-
ous.”

The kids stay in and 
back in the tiny vil-
lage of Fuentealbilla so 
do Iniesta’s parents. “All 
sorts of things go through 
your mind,” he says. “People 
are handling it naturally here 
[but] maybe we’re more influ-
enced by what we see or read 
about Spain than what’s actu-
ally happening here. Here you 
can go for a walk, but sometimes 
we don’t because you’re influ-
enced by Spain, thinking: ‘Is it the 
right thing to do?’ That can be dis-
concerting.

“You ask yourself when can we 
get back to normal life? When can 
we leave our homes? When can 
we give each other a hug? We don’t 
know if the weather improving will 
mean the virus is reduced like any 
other virus or the flu, if a vaccine 
will be found? All those things are 
up in the air.”

The football season, too. “The key 
moment was the (Tokyo) Olympics,” 
Iniesta explains. “They tried every-
thing for it to go ahead. Once it was 
postponed (giving the J-league more 
room for manoeuvre in July and 
August), the league decided not to 
return until 9 May. So that’s when 
we go back … in theory. Not having a 
clear target is hard. There have been 
moments when we thought we were 
going back this day or that day, then 
it’s paused again.

“When it comes to preparation, 
planning, motivation, stepping up 
your training because games are 
approaching … well, it’s impossible. 
You train full-on when there’s still 
a month left, or maybe more. The 
good thing,” Iniesta says, “is we’ve 
only played one game.”

It is easier to let go, in other words. 
“Hopefully there will be a turna-
round and everything changes radi-

cally for the better, but getting back 
to playing looks difficult now,” he 
adds.

“It’s a difficult situation. It must be 
very hard [for teams like Liverpool, 
who may be denied a title]. Or a sec-
ond division team on the verge of be-
ing promoted, told this season is null 
and void, that it doesn’t count. Or, 
the other way round: a team in the 
relegation zone is saved. Pfff. I don’t 
know how you resolve it.

“Football is part of society; it can’t 
escape that. You feel a responsi-
bility to do the right thing as a 
person and as someone in 
the public eye. This will 
have an impact; there 
will be measures that 
stay in place, changes, 
a before and after. We 
have to try to make the 
best of a terrible situa-
tion.”

Could one benefit be 
that clubs, hit eco-
n o m i c a l l y, 

are forced to draw on their youth 
systems? At Barcelona, perhaps it 
could force a return to an identity 
built on La Masia — the stone farm-
house in the shadow of the Camp 
Nou where Iniesta lived when he 
first departed Fuentealbilla, a small 
boy in tears? A return to the days 
when the Ballon d’Or podium was 
all Barcelona youth-teamers, Iniesta 
standing with Xavi and Lionel Messi, 
the only one of the three remaining.

For many, these have been days 
of nostalgia. For Iniesta, too, 

completing the documen-
tary that follows his biog-
raphy, touching on those 
moments at Stamford 
Bridge and in South Af-

rica; the depression 
he suffered; the death 
of his friend, the Es-
panyol captain Dani 
Jarque; and now his 

new life in Japan.
There is one thing 

he still doesn’t reveal: 

what Frank Rijkaard said after leav-
ing him out of the side for the 2006 
European Cup final. “It would be 
wrong to repeat the words he said 
to me,” Iniesta says. Then there’s a 
joke, lost down the line. Nor, speak-
ing of jokes, is the moment when he 
met Peter Crouch in the film — a 
running gag in the former England 
striker’s podcast — and why would 
it be? “I’m aware of it,” Iniesta says, 
“I just don’t remember if it was me 
who asked for the photo or if it was 
him.” Crouch would like to come to 
Japan, he is told. “Well, I’ll be here,” 
he says. “What’s he up to right now?”

Otherwise, it’s all there. “Good 
moments, bad moments. I have al-
ways been clear that this has been 
my way of doing things, respecting 
others, trusting in myself, confront-
ing things as they have presented 
themselves, taking them on without 
complaining when I wasn’t playing 
or when I saw something that wasn’t 
fair, always trying to make the most 
of the opportunity to play. And in the 
end, that’s the point: it’s about how 
you approach it.”

It’s about the journey, one for 
which he notes in one moment of 
the film: “I paid the toll.” That is most 
visible in the eyes of his parents, José 
Antonio and Mari. “My mum has al-
most never spoken publicly and it’s 
emotional hearing her,” Iniesta says. 
Yet, the moment when the passing 
of time is marked and melancholy 
most takes hold may even be when 
Messi talks about their generation, 
the finest in Barcelona’s history: in 
the tone, the eyes, the slipping away 
of his sentence, there’s a realisation 
that the end is near.

It is hard not to link that to the 
moment the club is going through 
now, lurching from crisis to crisis. 
Barcelona can feel like it has lost 
its religion, La Masia less-fertile 
ground now; more a battleground. 
Those days seem a long way off, 
even though Iniesta departed less 
than two years ago, Xavi three years 
before, and Carles Puyol and Víc-
tor Valdés a year before that. Messi, 
Gerard Piqué, and Sergio Busquets 
remain but are all well into their sec-
ond decade at the club.

“That generation will never be 
repeated but what follows does 
not have to necessarily be worse in 
terms of how the club fares,” Iniesta 
says. “I had seen Puyi go, I had seen 
Víctor go, and then Xavi had gone … 
you concentrate on your own day-
to-day, you still have a great team 
around you, top players.”

Yet you can’t help wondering if a 
player like Iniesta would be given 
the chance any more. If something 
has been lost and the only way to 

recover those ideals, that identity, 
is to recover that generation, 

bring them back. Worse, you 
cannot help wondering if 

he had gone prematurely; 
if it need not have been 

the end, his departure 
linked to the drift, a 
disconnect. In the film, 
that hint hangs heavy, 
a lingering sense 
there is blame to be 
apportioned.

“Erm … ‘blame’, 
no … it’s no one’s 

fault. In the end, things happen the 
way they have to happen. And they 
happened like that and I took the 
decision because I felt it was the one 
that I had to take.”

Had to? “It is true that if things 
are done differently you feel differ-
ently. It’s like a relationship and in a 
relationship if you have a problem 
with your wife or with a friend and 
you don’t talk, you don’t talk, and 
then the moment comes that you do, 
things have already deteriorated or 
one person thinks one thing, another 
[thinks] another. But I don’t think it’s 
blame, because everyone sees things 
in a different way and all I am doing 
is giving my opinion and for sure on 
the other side there is another.

“There have been all sorts of eras 
in the club’s history: young players 
used to get a chance in the first team 
when results were bad and they had 
to turn to the youth team. That hap-
pened in my era,” Iniesta says.

“But then you have the period 
when you have 10, 11, 12 players 
from the youth team in the first-
team squad. It depends on who the 
coach is, the situation of the club, but 
I always think that a player in the 
youth system who is good enough 
to play in the first team reaches the 
first team.

“It was many years living this club, 
growing up here since we were very 
young, getting into the first team and 
staying there for 10, 12, 15 years, 
becoming captains. We were all 
formed here as people. It’s difficult 
for something like that to happen. 
It’s very difficult. We’re talking about 
Barcelona, a club with the best play-
ers. Víctor, Puyol, Xavi, me: we came 
up in a scenario to Busi (Sergio Bus-
quets), Piqué, and Leo (Messi).

“We’re people who have been at 
the club our whole lives and we have 
that ‘plus’ that others don’t have. 
The moment could come when all 
of those players coincide at the club 
[again]. Without doubt, the likes of 
Víctor, Xavi, Puyol, have to go back 
because it wouldn’t make sense for 
them not to.”

And you? “Right now, I’m trying to 
extend my playing career as much 
as possible, I want to kick a ball for 
as long as I can because that’s what 
makes me happy. I’ve got a contract 
until next year, 2021, but I’m looking 
at things at the end of every season 
and I feel good, motivated. I want to 
keep playing and we’re delighted to 
be here.

“When it does end, I have always 
said that I would love to go back to 
Barça. It all depends on how? In 
what role? What situation? Who is 
at the club? That’s some way off. But 
with everything I experienced there, 
all the feelings I have, I would love 
to go back.”

The next cycle has already begun. 
In January, Barcelona offered the 
manager’s job to Xavi, Iniesta’s mid-
field partner, defenders of a football-
ing faith. Xavi turned it down, for 
now, but admits he does want to re-
turn to coach the team. Víctor Font is 
preparing his candidacy to be presi-
dent in 2021, in opposition to the cur-
rent board, and Xavi would be his 
manager. What if he called Iniesta to 
go with him?

“I don’t know if I will coach or not. 
And Xavi is four years ahead of me: I 
don’t know where he will be when I 
stop playing. Let’s see. As a formula, 
it’s very good.”

As a formula, it was the best. For 
now, though, Iniesta just wants to 
play football. “It’s what we all want,” 
he says. 

— The Guardian

ANDRÉS Iniesta.
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No budgetary assistance for Rugby

Premier League could return by mid-June in ‘best-case scenario’

LITŠITSO Motšeremeli.

LIVERPOOL’S pursuit of the Premier League title could resume in June if all goes well.

PREMIER League clubs have dis-
cussed resuming the season on 
the weekend of 13-14 June after 

UEFA wrote to domestic associations 
stating a desire, they should finish 
their competitions by 31 July to leave 
August clear for the completion of 
the Champions League and Europa 
League.

The letter from European football’s 
governing body formed the basis of 
a two-hour conference call on Friday 
that explored how the Premier League 
may be concluded.

While any resumption is being mod-
elled on matches occurring behind 
closed doors, guiding the decision-
making is the overriding principle that 
the National Health Service’s ability to 
treat those with Covid-19 should not 
be compromised and that it has to be 
at ease with the top-flight restarting. 
This means the Premier League wants 
the NHS to give the go-ahead and so 
the health service has power of veto.

In the best-case scenario clubs would 
have a “pre-season” from 10 or 14 May, 
giving players four weeks to regain fit-
ness, with the minimum they would 
need set at two weeks. If training be-
gan three or four weeks before the 
weekend of 13 and 14 June, the open-
ing days may feature players training 
individually or in small groups to en-
sure the best protection before squads 
worked together as normal.

Protocols devised by the Premier 
League and club doctors and signed 
off by the requisite bodies would have 
testing at the forefront and would be 
in place to try to ensure a safe return 
to games. Those at matches — players, 
club staff, officials, security and me-
dia — would all have to be tested and 
there would have to be procedures to 
address the prospect of large groups of 
fans gathering outside stadiums.

UEFA’s wish is that the Champions 
League and Europa League should 
each recommence from the week of 
Monday 3 August with the final of 
the former being staged on Saturday 
29 August and that of the latter to be 
played a few days before.

If the Premier League was to restart 
on 13 June — a Saturday — it would 
allow seven weeks to finish the sea-
son. As 16 clubs have nine matches left 
and Manchester City, Sheffield United, 
Aston Villa and Arsenal have 10, the 
timeframe would appear to be long 
enough for the campaign to be fin-
ished comfortably.

It is understood the Premier League 
is conscious of a worst-case scenario 
given the unpredictability of coro-
navirus and how long it may take to 
tackle it. The pessimistic view is that 
no football can resume until October, 
seven months after the last round of 
matches. 

— The Guardian

Moorosi Tsiane

FEDERATION of Lesotho Rugby (FLR) sec-
retary general Litšitso Motšeremeli says 
they will not be getting any funds from 

the World Rugby to relieve them from the fi-
nancial challenges emanating from the Coro-
navirus epidemic.

Although World Rugby chairperson Bill 
Beaumont announced on Thursday that they 
would give out US$100 million to assist rug-
by unions in need of immediate emergency 
funding, Lesotho does not qualify.

“Global sport is facing a crisis never seen 
before and at this most challenging time we 
are taking unprecedented action as a sport 
united to support global rugby, its unions, 
competitions and players through the enor-
mous challenge presented by the COVID-19 
pandemic,” Beaumont said in a press release. 

“The measures announced today will pro-
vide support and short-term relief in the form 
of a US$100 million relief fund, while we are 
making excellent progress towards calendar 
options that reflect and address a dynamic, 
complex and uncertain environment.

“I have chaired many productive meet-
ings in recent weeks with my union, region, 
competition and player colleagues and we 
are moving rapidly towards a viable calendar 
solution and, while compromises are being 
made, the outcome will be in the best inter-
ests of the whole game.

“This is a process with solidarity, unity and 
leadership at heart. One that sets a potential 
blueprint for successful collaboration in the 
future and I would like to thank everyone for 
their openness, cooperation and global view,” 
he said.

However, Motšeremeli said Lesotho doesn’t 
qualify for the funds since it is not yet a mem-
ber of World Rugby but rather a member of 
Rugby Africa.

“We are aware of the funds but unfortu-
nately, we do not qualify as we are not yet 
World Rugby members,” Motšeremeli said.

Lesotho failed to qualify into the World 
Rugby family after going for two years with-
out any action in 15-aside in the last two 
years. Instead, the country has only partici-
pated in Rugby Sevens.

“For the past two years, we haven’t been ac-
tive in the 15-aside category... in the last two 
years, the Ministry of Gender, Youth, Sport 
and Recreation didn’t have money to fund 
our participation in the test competitions 
and we missed the 2018 Rwanda competi-
tion and the last one which was in Uganda,” 
Motšeremeli said.
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Nkhasi strives to regain form
Leemisa Thuseho

MIDDLE distance runner Namakoe Nkhasi (pic-
tured) is confident that he is on the right track 
towards regaining his top form after a slump 

last year.
The 2016 Olympian revealed to the Sunday Express 

that he suffered a lot from family problems last year but 
is now back in full force targeting top honours in any 
race that he participates in after the global Coronavirus 
(COVID-19) induced break. 

“Last year was a tough year due to family issues that 
I was going through but now all is well and I am fit,” 
Nkhasi said.

Last year Nkhasi finished ninth in the Two Oceans 
Half Marathon and came third in the Soweto Half Mara-
thon.

He also won a bronze medal at the Tembisa Street 
Mile and 10 km Run/Walk. Nkhasi has failed to win the 
FNB Joburg 10km CityRun having last won it in 2016. 
Last year he finished sixth, his worst performance in the 
race.

And the marathoner says all these performances were 
below par.

Before the break, Nkhasi was preparing for the 2020 
edition of the 21 km Two Oceans Marathon that was 
scheduled for 11 April. However, it has now been can-
celled due to the Coronavirus outbreak.

Nkhasi won the race back to back in 2016 and 2017 
and he said he was ready to reclaim top honours.

“I wasn’t aiming for any other position but a win. I 
was fully prepared because the results from that race 
were to tell whether or not I had regained my form,” 
Nkhasi said.

As part of his preparations, he ran and won the 10 km 
Township Championship in Soweto in February.

Had it not been for the Coronavirus outbreak, he had 
hoped to run at least three races; a 10km, a 21km and a 
42km race.

“That is how I prepare every year. I run three differ-
ent races but I am planning to change and prioritise half 
marathons,” Nkhasi said. 

Nkhasi was last called for the national team in 2016 
ahead of the Rio Olympics and he is hopeful for another 
chance.

“I still want to represent my country at the interna-
tional level and I am hoping for the best in the near fu-
ture.”

Although he is based in neighbouring South Africa, he 
is currently in Lesotho due to the Coronavirus outbreak.

LCS could benefit from long league break
Leemisa Thuseho

LCS coach Mpitsa Marai (pictured) says his side is 
one of the teams that may benefit from the Coro-
navirus (COVID-19) break since its players have an 

opportunity to fully recover from injuries of various 
magnitude.

LCS is one of the Econet Premier League teams that 
were struggling with injuries before the break and 
Marai concedes they suffered immensely.

Marai said his team has been haunted by injuries and 
that has been worsened by their small pool of players.

All this, he said, limited their chances of winning tro-
phies while competing against the likes of Matlama, Ban-
tu and Lioli who have larger pools of players.

“Due to financial challenges, we struggle to get quality 
players and depend on free agents and that also compro-
mises quality,” Marai said.

According to Marai, before the break some of the play-
ers were just two weeks from recovery while some were 
meant to be side-lined for longer. However, the break 
has afforded most to recover fully.

“Before the break, Lehlohonolo Lenka, Leboneng 
Maqecho, and Setho Moshoeshoe were only a few weeks 
from recovery,” Marai said.

James Mothotjela and Makara Ntaitsane, Keketso Sny-
ders and Mojalefa Ramabusa are among the players 
who will use the break to recover from injuries.

He said they gave all the players training programmes 
so that they maintain fitness.

However, Marai said even after their players recover, 
they would need a few weeks before they can start play-
ing.

“Even though some of the players would have recov-
ered, teams will still need time to prepare their teams be-
fore the games start to regain their fitness,” Marai said.

According to Marai, forcing the players to play earlier 
may lead to injuries.

LCS is currently third in the table with 33 points, just 
a point behind second-placed Matlama. Marai said their 
target is to end the season in second place behind runa-
way leaders, Bantu who currently have 50 points.
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Moorosi Tsiane

MATLAMA coach Charles Manda says 
his side has no interest whatsoever in 
how Bantu is playing but would instead 

focus on their matches and ensure that they in-
crease their chances of defending their title this 
season.

The country’s most successful team with 10 
league titles is be back in action this afternoon tak-
ing on youth studded Kick4Life at LCS Ground.

Matlama ended the first-round 12 points be-
hind pace setters Bantu.

Manda’s outfit will be desperate for maximum 
points against Kick4Life who held them to a one-
all stalemate in the first round.

The Matlama mentor told this publication 
that they have been hard at work preparing for a 
“tough” second round.

“We have been working hard preparing for the 
second round because we know it is not going to 
be easy,” Manda said.

“Our first match will be against a tricky team, 
Kick4Life, so we must be ready for the encounter.”

Tse Putsoa’s first round was marred by incon-
sistencies that saw the defending champions los-
ing twice and drawing four times. 

The side also won seven times but Manda says 
his side must change if it is to entertain any hopes 
of defending its title.

Among other challenges, Matlama struggled 
to fill the void left by Motebang Sera who joined 
Bloemfontein Celtic in the off season. 

The side has since signed two strikers during 
the current January transfer window roping in 
Sefotha-fotha’s Desire Olomo and former Likue-
na striker Thapelo Tale.

“We struggled to score in the first round be-
cause we didn’t have strikers. At some point 
we were forced to convert our midfielders into 
strikers but I think that has been solved now. We 
lacked that killer punch upfront but now I think 
we are set and ready to fight,” Manda said. 

Manda is adamant that his team still has a 
chance to defend its title despite Bantu’s 12-point 
lead.

“We still have 13 matches to play and a 12 points 
difference can change in four matches, so we will 
see what happens because the race is still open. It 
is just up to us to win our matches and our focus 
should not be on other teams. 

“We are not focusing on Bantu; they are playing 
their matches and we are playing ours and that is 
what we are concentrating on,” he said.

In other league matches today, LCS are at home 
to Liphakoe while Likhopo take the short trip to 
PTC Ground to face struggling Sefotha-fotha.

Matlama seek 
redemption 
against 
Kick4Life

PHAFA Tšosane
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Clubs divided on 
netball league

NETBALL teams in action - file pic.

Leemisa Thuseho 

LOCAL netball teams are split over the 
fate of the 2019 league which was meant 
to have ended between August and Sep-

tember with some suggesting that it must be 
abandoned while others say it must be played 
till the end.

The league started in March last year but 
could not be finished according to schedule 
due to financial challenges. Further delays 
were caused by the national team’s partici-
pation in the Spar Challenge International 
Series in Cape Town last November.

Now the latest impediment is the ongoing 
Coronavirus (COVID-19) induced lockdown 
that has stopped all activities that require the 
gathering of people across the globe. 

Therefore, some clubs want the league 
abandoned while others insist that it must be 
played till the end.

Before the suspension of sporting activities 

due to the coronavirus outbreak, the league 
was already on hold as the association was 
running a country wide talent identification 
tour in preparation for the December African 
Union Sports Council (AUSC) Region 5 games. 
The games will be hosted by Lesotho.

There is now a serious likelihood that even 
after the break, focus will be on the scouting 
of under-20 players for the AUSC games.

Apart from that, school teams will face 
challenges as players will be prioritising their 
studies so that they can recover from the pro-
longed break.

LCS head coach Neo Orpen opines that the 
league must be abandoned given the flurry of 
challenges that it has encountered.

“Considering the multiple breaks that the 
league has gone through, I think it is prudent 
to abandon it and start afresh,” Orpen said.

“We have several administrative challeng-
es that must be solved.”

Munyaradzi Shanduka, the coach of the de-

fending champions, Leqele High School, said 
while the league is facing mammoth chal-
lenges, it would be unfair for top of the table 
teams to lose what they have worked for.

“It is an extremely difficult situation be-
cause there are teams that are at the top of the 
table because they have been serious from 
the beginning. Other teams are far behind 
therefore, I don’t know which criteria can be 
used to determine the champion. However, 
just abandoning it will be punishing for some 
teams,” Shanduka said.

He said whatever decision is made should 
ensure that the teams’ respective sponsors 
get the yields that they had expected from 
their investments.

Shanduka said the netball leadership was 
responsible for the prevailing challenges 
hence it must have a solution.

“Our leadership brought us into this mess. I 
understand that some of the challenges were 
not their fault but I believe they have a solu-

tion for all the problems,” Shanduka said.
Masitise coach Anna Shale is in support of 

abandoning the league.
Shale is also Lesotho Netball Association 

(LNA) Secretary General and she thinks it is 
high time the leadership engages a sponsor.

For his part, Phuthiatsana coach Keketso 
Mokitimi, said while he supports cancellation 
of the league, he knows that the issue of rele-
gations and promotions would be difficult to 
handle.

“I would support restarting the league but 
the question is how are we going to relegate 
and promote teams. The other issue is how 
are we going to compensate teams for their 
expenses if we cancel the league,” Mokitimi 
said.

LNA public relations officer ‘Mamakebe 
Moshoeshoe said the committee will decide 
the way forward after the Coronavirus break. 
She however insists that the league must be 
played till the end.


